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                    Abstract
Resveratrol interacts with the complex III of the respiratory chain, is a radical scavenger and also suppressor of radical formation in the mitochondria. It reduces the intracellular calcium levels in pre- and postsynaptic neurons and also may inhibit the pro-apoptotic factors in glutamate overflow that occurs, e.g. in excitotoxicity. In cell cultures, glutamate overflow leads to formation of free radicals and results in apoptosis. This increase of radical concentration is enhanced by influx of cations like iron or copper ions into the cell. In present study, the beneficial action of resveratrol was investigated in glutamate-affected dissociated cultures of mice mesencephalic primary cultures. On the 10th day in vitro, 5 mM of glutamate was administered for 15 min and the cultures were further maintained in medium containing 0, 0.01, 0.1 or 1 μM of resveratrol. Resveratrol reduced glutamate-induced damages. The number of dopaminergic neurons was increased and their morphology ameliorated when resveratrol followed glutamate treatment. A significant reduction of glutamate-induced radical formation in cultures treated with resveratrol corresponded with a considerable high antioxidative potential of this stilbene determined using the DPPH assay. In addition, ICP-OES was set up to measure the tissues’ copper and iron contents in organotypic cortical cultures of glutamate treated (0 or 30 μM) slices and those in which resveratrol (0, 0.01, 0.1 or 1 μM) was co-administered. Levels of copper were dose-dependently increased, and also the concentration of iron was higher in resveratrol-treated organotypic cultures. The hypothesis that resveratrol has beneficial actions against glutamate damages was verified.
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