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The authors seek to prove that Francis Murphey's
theory, as it relates to discogenic low back pain, amounts
to weak inductive reasoning and does not justify discog-
raphy and intra-discal procedures, which should therefore
be abandoned [1].

However, even if Murphey's theory were in fact strong
inductive reasoning, it would still not be, strictly speaking,
conclusive in its argument. This is because:

The subjective nature of the human mind and of human
experience necessarily restricts any evidence-based argu-
ment to inductive reasoning. Thorough research based on
evidence and/or the trial-and-error approach has, in fact, on
countless occasions, led to medical advancement. The
findings of such research can at best be inter-subjective, i.e.
it constitutes evidence pertaining to frequently occurring
results, which can nevertheless not be absolutely exclusive;
the possibility of the occurrence of a result indicating the
contrary conclusion still exists, however remote. This
practice is not deplorable—to the contrary, in fact, the
biggest portion of human practice, in domains such as
medicine, the social sciences, economics and politics, can
only rely on this type of approach for further development
and progress. It remains that for progress and development in
any human field, there is a pool of inter-subjective findings
which rationally forms a base for theory and/or practice.
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The authors are right to suggest that Murphey's theory
falls within the spectrum of inductive reasoning—as does
medical research in general. Even if Murphey's theory were
proven to amount to weak inductive reasoning, it still
would not prove that his theory is wrong: that is to say,
even if he did not present tables with data inductively
proving his theory, that would not prove that he did not
have them or that were he to conduct hundreds of
experiments, they would not yield the same results.

This is because induction—even strong induction—always
leaves room for doubt. It is not objectively deduced; it is
subjectively induced, hence fallible. Exploring the counter-
arguments to this falls outside the scope of this letter, but it
is worth noting that, in circles of philosophy of science,
there are arguments that even "solid sciences"—like physics
and pure mathematics—are not absolutely and objectively
reliable, the chaos theory being one example. [2]

The real question should not be whether Murphey's
theory is a syllogism rendered weak by lack of factual
evidence, but whether it is, in fact, independently of
Murphey, wise to continue to follow the practice which
did emerge from his theory, or not, and why.
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