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The two articles listed below have been retracted as a result 
of a notice received from the corresponding author, Akihiro 
Cho, that the studies described in the articles were under-
taken without the approval of an institutional ethics com-
mittee. The Editor-in-Chief has therefore determined that 
the articles failed to meet the ethical standards required by 
the Journal.
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The online version of the original article can be found under 
doi:10.1007/s00595-008-3853-0, 10.1007/s00595-012-0285-7.
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