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Thank you for your interesting comments to our study. Mer-
silene tape is non-absorbable and has minimal tissue reac-
tivity; hence, whatever tension it gets in vivo is technically 
preserved and doesn’t decrease over time. Viswanathan et al. 
show an interesting biomechanical comparative study using 
Mersilene tape and sublaminar bands. Although significant, 
whether clinically relevant, yet, has to be tested.

In our study, Mersilene tape knots were tighten by hand, 
aiming to restore the integrity of the posterior tension band 
which is compromised by exposure of the posterior ele-
ments. The tape is not elastic, and knots should be tight. The 
alignment of the vertebrae should be physiological, and the 
band to be felt tense. Compression of the posterior elements 
or laxity is unacceptable. The tension is not directly meas-
ured or limited mechanically. As stated above, the tightness 
of the tape is expected to be preserved.

Regarding failure time, the patients treated with Mersi-
lene tape had a significant delayed presentation for PJK/PJF, 
averaging 20 months. The level above the transition zone of 

PSF + Mersilene tape was the most affected level. The failure 
was through the soft tissue or the osseous elements, not from 
Mersilene tape failure.

Whether proximal junctional measurements can give 
information of the tightness of the tape or if the length, and 
hence, the tape tightness can be measured with ultrasound 
in order to predict who is at higher risk of progression, are 
future questions to be explored.
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