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To the Editors:

We would like to thank Morizawa and colleagues for report-
ing two other pediatric patients who presented with Ig A 
nephropathy (IgAN) flare-ups following mRNA COVID-
19 vaccination [1]. Interestingly, both patients had been 
diagnosed with microscopic hematuria prior to COVID-19 
vaccination, and already benefited from an adequate follow-
up in pediatric nephrology. On the contrary, the patient we 
reported in a previous letter [2] had no documented micro-
scopic hematuria prior to COVID-19 vaccination: school 
urinalysis routinely performed in Luxembourg was nega-
tive. This observation thus confirms that IgAN flare-ups can 
potentially occur after COVID-19 vaccination in previously 
symptomatic and asymptomatic patients alike, raising ques-
tions about the optimal COVID-19 vaccination strategy in 
the pediatric population.

Indeed, it remains unclear whether COVID-19 vacci-
nation should be continued after the occurrence of IgAN 
flare-up following the first or second dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. In the patient reported previously [2], the severity 
of the flare-up led us to contraindicate further COVID-19 
vaccination until new medical evidence are available. How-
ever, more moderate flare-ups [3] might not necessarily 
contraindicate further COVID-19 vaccination in patients 
with a high risk of severe COVID-19, but the lack of strong 
scientific evidence makes the decision process difficult.

Another open question is the need for specific vaccination 
guidelines in pediatric patients with suspected or confirmed 
IgAN diagnosis prior to COVID-19 vaccination. On the 
one hand, COVID-19 vaccination could potentially trigger 
disease relapses; on the other hand, the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
itself has been reported as a likely cause of IgAN flare-ups 
[4], although mostly in adults.

In order to better address these questions, we believe 
that it is particularly important that pediatric nephrologists 
continue to report potential side effects of COVID-19 vac-
cination, as well as SARS-CoV-2 related chronic kidney 
disease flare-ups. The implementation of an international 
pediatric registry, as well as prospective studies, is needed 
to help clinicians to better evaluate the risk–benefit ratio of 
COVID-19 vaccination in pediatric patients with chronic 
kidney diseases at risk of relapsing, in all pediatric age 
groups.
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