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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the article "Clinical character-
istics and comparison of the outcome in young versus older 
patients with upper gastrointestinal carcinoma" by Chris-
tina Puhr Hannah et al. [(1)]. In addition to appreciating the 
author’s efforts, we also point out some problems, which 
we consider will contribute to the validity of this research.

1. As the literature says: these 58 young patients were then 
matched with the elderly patients based on the gender, 
tumor stage, histology and tumor location. However, in 
the “initial tumor stage” of Table 1, the number of the 
patients in the old group from stage I was 55, while the 
number of the young group was 58. Is it because the 
initial tumor stage of the three patients was unknown or 
were they suffering carcinoma in situ? The author did 
not analyze this point in this article. Therefore, what we 
are concerned about is why the other 3 patients were not 
included in the study.

2. The study reported that tumor stage is associated statisti-
cal significantly with the OS in young cohort, which is 
consistent with the results of many studies. However, 
these young patients of stage I had a median OS of 
731 days, which is inconsistent with our clinical obser-
vation. Is it because the number of the samples was too 
small? Or do other reasons account for this?

3. It would be better to label the units of the axes in 
Fig. A–D

4. Alcohol consumption is a high risk factor for GET (2, 3), 
which might be included in the study for further analy-
sis.
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