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Dear Editor,

We read with great interest the correspondence by Afonso
et al. highlighting the difference between overall mortality and
attributable mortality related to Pseudomonas aeruginosa in-
fections. First of all, we would like to thank them for their
remark allowing us to clarify our message. As suggested, ad-
ditional analyses were conducted to determine the mortality
rate attributable to Pseudomonas aeruginosa infection in our
population. Also, we defined the attributable mortality related
to Pseudomonas aeruginosa if children died while blood cul-
ture still positive or if the death occurs within the first 72 h
after the start of antibiotic therapy. According to this defini-
tion, the attributable mortality rate was 11% (n = 13), in our
study comparable to the mortality observed by Blot et al. [1].
Among these thirteen children, only six were treated with
combination therapy. We would like to highlight that most
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of the children included in our study had severe co-morbid-
ities, including 62 immunosuppressed patients and 21 patients
with congenital heart diseases, explaining the high overall
mortality rate (31.4%).
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