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To the Editor,
We read with interest the commentary of Ide et al. [1] on

our brief report „ Salivary ghost cell carcinoma: case report
and proposal of a new entity “[2], which has recently been
published in your journal. Obviously, we missed a 48-year old
publication by Eversole et al. from 1972 [3] on 17 cases of
mucoepidermoid carcinoma, shortly mentioning in the results
a single case with putative focal ghost cell differentiation. This
focal ghost cell differentiation had not been discussed in the
abstract and in the discussion, rendering a discrepancy to Ide
et al., claiming “a matter of particular interest to experts” [1].
In addition, this fact impeded a detection of this publication in
our electronic search.

We are well aware of the fact, that the well-known „pleo-
morphic “differentiation in pleomorphic adenoma of salivary
glands may for some cases include a spectrum of cutaneous
adnexal-type differentiation [4]. Concerning this matter in
2014 our group has contributed one of very few publications,
comparing histopathology and molecular aspects of tumors of
salivary glands and of cutaneous adnexal structures [5]. Due
to limitations of words and references in brief reports in
Virchows Archiv we had to abstain from a more detailed
discussion on that important matter.

Apart from that, the two cases indicated by the authors of the
letter to the editor may represent minor focal ghost cell differen-
tiation in case of a mucoepidermoid carcinoma [3], and of pleo-
morphic adenoma [4], but they do certainly not represent a

salivary carcinoma with predominant ghost cell differentiation,
as described in the brief report by our group [2].
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