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Dear Editor,
I read a recent report by Lintula et al. with great interest [1].
Lintula et al. concluded that “The use of the acute
appendicitis score developed for paediatric patients seems
to provide some benefits compared to an unaided clinical
diagnosis and may, thus, be a useful diagnostic tool for
general surgeons [1].” There are some concerns on the Lintula
score in this report. First, it is still questionable if this score is
user-friendly. Many steps in scoring might be difficult to
perform or process. Second, the diagnostic property of using
the Lintula score is not statistically different than a naïve
approach. This might not support that there is additional
clinical usefulness in using a complicated scoring system. In

addition, the lower sensitivity means a higher false-positive.
This might lead to negative appendectomy and can lead to
the situation of wrong management [2].
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