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                    Abstract
The aim of the present study was to investigate the localization/immunohistochemical distribution of AGEs and RAGE, as well as their putative signalling mediator NF-κB in ovaries of women with polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) compared to normal. Archival ovarian-tissue samples from biopsies of six women with PCOS and from six healthy of similar age women, were examined immunohistochemically with monoclonal anti-AGEs, anti-RAGE and anti-NF-κB(p50/p65) specific antibodies. In healthy women, AGE immunoreactivity was observed in follicular cell layers (granulosa and theca) and luteinized cells, but not in endothelial cells. PCOS specimens displayed AGE immunoexpression in theca interna and granulosa cells as well as in endothelial cells, but staining of granulosa cells was stronger than in that of normal ovaries. RAGE was highly expressed in normal and PCOS tissues. Normal tissue exhibited no staining differences between granulosa cell layer and theca interna. However, in PCOS ovaries, granulosa cells displayed stronger RAGE expression compared to theca interna cells in comparison to controls. NF-κB(p50/p65) was expressed in the cytoplasm of theca interna and granulosa cells of both normal and PCOS ovaries; whereas the NF-κB p65 subunit was only observed in granulosa cells nuclei in PCOS tissue. In conclusion, these findings demonstrate for the first time that RAGE and AGE-modified proteins with activated NF-κB are expressed in human ovarian tissue. Furthermore, a differential qualitative distribution of AGE, RAGE and NF-κB p65 subunit was observed in women with PCOS compared to healthy controls, where a stronger localization of both AGE and RAGE was observed in the granulosa cell layer of PCOS ovaries.
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