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Dear Editor,

I read with great interest the publication by Hou et al. 
entitled “Effective treatment of locally advanced perio-
cular basal cell carcinoma with oral hedgehog pathway 
inhibitor” [1].

Since the targeted therapy for periocular and orbital 
tumors is becoming an exploding topic for ophthalmologists, 
we are getting familiar with every detail of these new drugs.

The authors have addressed immune checkpoint inhibi-
tors as alternative systemic treatment options; however, they 
included sonidegib in this group of drugs. Sonidegib is an 
oral hedgehog pathway inhibitor (HPI), which has a differ-
ent action mechanism from immune checkpoint inhibitors.

Surgical treatment of a locally advanced BCC would 
require orbital exenteration or surgery, resulting in defects 
that would be impossible to repair without loss of eye func-
tion or significant facial disfigurement. The HPIs are recom-
mended for periocular locally advanced or metastatic basal 
cell carcinoma (BCC) to avoid exenteration [2].

In this case report, the information about orbital imag-
ing or systemic evaluation of the patient is lacking. The 
authors stated the indication for sonidegib as the refusal of 
surgery by the patient. Since the patient eventually had an 
ectropion surgery after sonidegib treatment, both the tumor 

and ectropion surgery could be done at the same time. Most 
patients under HPI treatment have at least one side effect; 
therefore, the clinician should consider the advantages of the 
surgery over these costly drugs.
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