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To the Editor,

We would like to thank the editor for the opportunity to 
respond to the issues raised in Drs. Guo and Zhang’s letter. 
We also thank Drs. Guo and Zhang for their interest in our 
paper [1] and for taking the time to express their opinions.

In their letter to the editor, Drs. Guo and Zhang were con-
cerned about an underestimated prevalence of microtia/ano-
tia due to the lack of inclusion of stillbirth/termination data. 
They also suggested exploration of the etiology of microtia/
anotia in the study. While we welcome these comments and 
suggestions, we do want to clarify some points in response 
to their concerns.

The main objective of this study, as suggested by the title 
and context of our paper, was to analyze the 10-year secular 
trends in the incidence of microtia and/or anotia in Taiwan. 
We were very direct and clear throughout our article that 
we retrieved data of children aged ≤ 1 year using Taiwan’s 
nationwide population-based data (National Health Insur-
ance Research Dataset, NHIRD), which is based on medical 

care claims records of the single-payer National Health 
Insurance Program of Taiwan. Therefore, data such as still-
births, terminations of pregnancy, and fetuses < 28 weeks 
of gestation are not available. In fact, all reported incidence 
and prevalence of microtia do not come along with data of 
stillbirth/termination. Even with the addition of these data, 
we believe that the 10-year trend in the incidence of micro-
tia/anotia should not be affected.

While Drs. Guo and Zhang expressed the necessity of 
exploring etiology and genetic inheritance of microtia/
anotia to enhance the persuasiveness of our study, we want 
to emphasize that these suggestions are out of the scope 
of this paper. As mentioned in the study limitation, many 
patient characteristics such as genetic and laboratory data 
are not available in Taiwan’s NHIRD. Nevertheless, this 
paper solely focused on the trend on incidence of microtia. 
While it may be insightful for other studies to investigate 
the etiology of microtia/anotia and its association with other 
syndromic diseases in the future, further investigation in this 
field is ultimately beyond the framework of this particular 
study of ours.

We do, however, appreciate the finding of the reversed 
order of Figs. 2 and 3. We have requested the editorial cor-
rection before the publication of this paper.
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