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We would like to provide a point-wise clarification to the 
concerns raised in the letter to editor manuscript number: 
EAOR-D-20-00971. A query was raised in the letter to edi-
tor to clarify if the meta-analysis included only early glottic 
cancers or had included all laryngeal cancers. The present 
meta-analysis tested hypofractionation versus conventional 
fractionation in early laryngeal cancer including glottic 
and supraglottic cancer. The idea of hypofractionation was 
initially tested in only early glottic cancer with subsequent 
studies including supraglottic larynx as well. Due to lack 
of data, subset analysis on each sub-site as well as volume 
of radiotherapy was not done. We acknowledge the inad-
vertent error in the abstract. Another clarification sought by 
the author was whether Embase search was conducted. We 
would like to state that a comprehensive systematic search of 
Embase was done and no additional studies were found. We 
acknowledge that writing ‘Embase = 0 articles’ was missed 
in the PRISMA chart [1]. The third query raised was regard-
ing the analysis of dichotomous variables. Dichotomous 
variables can be described in terms of odds ratio or risk 
ratio. Often interpreting risk ratio is easier for clinicians; 
therefore, is more commonly used [2]. We would like to 
state that both odds ratio and risk ratio were calculated in the 
present meta-analysis. The risk ratio using random effects 
model for acute mucositis was 1.17 (95% CI 1.043–1.312); p 
value 0.007; I2 = 0%. The interpretation of this result remains 
that hypofractionation is associated with increased mucositis 
compared with conventional fractionation in early laryngeal 

cancers as described in our article. Another query raised by 
our fellow researcher is whether the number of patients in 
the intervention (hypofractionation) arm from the Yamazaki 
article was 91 or 92. The original article by Yamazaki et al. 
actually creates this confusion, where in it is stated in the 
abstract that there were 91 patients while in the tables in the 
article proper, it is stated as 92 [3]. So, we had to run the 
statistical analysis considering both 91 or 92 patients in the 
intervention arm and 88 or 89 patients in the control arm. 
The results in any combination showed that the hypofrac-
tionation arm is associated with a higher mucositis.
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