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Dear Editor,

The debate regarding neck treatment for early-stage oral 
cavity squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) with negative necks 
(N0) have lasted for many decades because up till now there 
is no preoperative investigation to be 100% sure that nodal 
micro-metastasis (which is common in oral cavity SCC) 
does not exist, even with the use of preoperative PET/CT 
or detection of micro-RNA molecules from sentinel lymph 
nodes [1, 2]. A recent study by Majumdar et al. [3] showed 
that micro-metastasis and isolated tumour cells were pre-
sented in 9% of cases of early-stage oral cavity SCC.

Our meta-analysis (that included 24 articles both retro-
spective and prospective) showed that elective neck dissec-
tion for patients with early-stage oral SCC with N0 neck 
offered better regional control than watchful waiting with 
subsequent better 5-year survival rate [4].

Another meta-analysis by Massey et al. [5] showed simi-
lar results, hence neck treatment is essential in early-stage 
oral cavity SCC particularly for oral tongue and floor of the 
mouth.

Compliance with ethical standards 

Conflict of interest The authors declare that there is no conflict of in-
terests regarding the publication of this paper.

Ethical considerations All procedures performed in the included arti-
cles were in accordance with the ethical standards of the institutional 
and the national research committee and with the 1964 Helsinki dec-
laration and its later amendments.

Informed consent We made sure that all included articles in our study 
do have an informed consent from all patients preoperatively.

References

 1. Ryan JL, Aaron VD, Sims JB (2019) PET/MRI vs PET/CT in 
head and neck imaging: when, why, and how? Semin Ultrasound 
CT MR 40(5):376–390. https ://doi.org/10.1053/j.sult.2019.07.002 
(Epub 2019 Jul 16. Review. PubMed PMID: 31635765)

 2. de Carvalho AC, Scapulatempo-Neto C, Maia DC, Evangelista 
AF, Morini MA, Carvalho AL et al (2015) Erratum: accuracy 
of microRNAs as markers for the detection of neck lymph node 
metastases in patients with head and neck squamous cell carci-
noma. BMC Med 13(1):155. https ://doi.org/10.1186/s1291 6-015-
0406-4 (PubMed PMID: 26129943)

 3. Majumdar KS, Rao VUS, Prasad R, Ramaswamy V, Sinha P, Sub-
ash A (2020) Incidence of micrometastasis and isolated tumour 
cells in clinicopathologically node-negative head and neck squa-
mous cell carcinoma. J Maxillofac Oral Surg 19(1):131–135. 
https ://doi.org/10.1007/s1266 3-019-01239 -4 (PubMed PMID: 
31988576; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC6954931)

 4. Ibrahim SA, Ahmed ANA, Elsersy HA, Darahem IMH (2020) 
Elective neck dissection in T1/T2 oral squamous cell carcinoma 
with N0 neck: essential or not? A systematic review and meta-
analysis. Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol 277(6):1741–1752. https ://
doi.org/10.1007/s0040 5-020-05866 -3 (Epub 2020 Feb 25 Pub-
Med PMID: 32100133)

 5. Massey C, Dharmarajan A, Bannuru RR, Rebeiz E (2019) Man-
agement of N0 neck in early oral squamous cell carcinoma: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis. Laryngoscope 129(8):E284–
E298. https ://doi.org/10.1002/lary.27627   (Epub 2018 Dec 20 
PubMed PMID: 30570760)

Publisher’s Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This reply refers to the comment available online at https ://doi.
org/10.1007/s0040 5-020-06076 -7.

 * Ahmed Nabil Abdelhamid Ahmed 
 ahnabilent@gmail.com

1 Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Faculty of Medicine, 
Ain Shams University, 6th Nile Valley Street, Hadayek 
Alkoba, Cairo 11331, Egypt

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3966-2135
https://doi.org/10.1053/j.sult.2019.07.002
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0406-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0406-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12663-019-01239-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00405-020-05866-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00405-020-05866-3
https://doi.org/10.1002/lary.27627
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s00405-020-06148-8&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00405-020-06076-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00405-020-06076-7

	In reply to the letter to the editor regarding “Micro-metastasis and Isolated tumour cells: The span between Elective Neck Dissection versus Neck Observation in Early oral cancer”
	References




