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The Editors-in-Chief would like to alert readers that con-
cerns have been raised that the data used in the original arti-
cle belong to the University Hospital in Brussels and that 
authorization to use this data for publication was not given. 
The journal has conducted an investigation in accordance 
with the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guide-
lines. Unfortunately, we have not been able to confirm or 
refute whether the data were collected at the University Hos-
pital in Brussels or at Minia University Hospital or whether 

appropriate authorization to use the data was given. The 
matter is currently under investigation by the Ethics Com-
mittee of the University Hospital in Brussels and the ENT 
division of the Medical School at Minia University. Conse-
quently, readers are advised to interpret the details of this 
article with caution. The authors Mostafa Ismail, Ahmed A. 
Abdelaziz and Mohab Darwish do not agree to this editorial 
expression of concern.

Publisher’s Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
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