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Dear Editor,

We read with interest the systematic review and meta-anal-
ysis of RCTs by Yip et al. [1] which aims to investigate the 
role of different dosages and initial time of aspirin initiation 
in preeclampsia prevention. We congratulate the authors for 
choosing the topic. The use of aspirin prevents the onset of 
preeclampsia [2] and determining the dosage and time to 
start its use is important to bring security to professionals. 
Nevertheless, some points about the study need to be clari-
fied. We did not find the publication of the review protocol 
record throughout the study and/or other sources. Was it 
registered on PROSPERO or another platform? We believe 
that some important databases were missing to carry out the 
searches, such as SCOPUS, LILACS, SciELO and CINAHL. 
Despite not limiting the period, the search extended until 
May 2020, while the study was published in January 2022, 
so we imagine that the interval of one and a half years is 
long enough for the existence of publications that may not 
have been found and analyzed. The lack of this information, 
which could alter the results achieved, tends to modify the 
effect estimates and the conclusions of the study. Therefore, 
based on the above mentioned, there is a characterization of 
publication bias [3]. Moreover, another identified gap con-
cerns the fact that the authors did not use the Grading of 
Recommendations, Assessment, Development and Evalua-
tion (GRADE) system to assess the quality of the evidence 
[4, 5]. The lack of this evaluation makes it difficult for health 
professional for prescribing the correct dose and time of 

aspirin in the prevention of preeclampsia, because with the 
absence of GRADE, we do not know the quality of the cur-
rent evidence on the topic and whether the estimated effect 
found may change or not with future studies.

Author contributions All authors have read and approved the letter.

Funding The authors have not disclosed any funding.

Declarations 

Conflict of interest All authors have no conflicts of interest to disclose.

References

 1. Yip KC, Luo Z, Huang X, Lee W, Li L, Dai C, Zeng W, Mok TN, 
He Q, Li R (2022) The role of aspirin dose and initiation time in 
the prevention of preeclampsia and corresponding complications: 
a meta-analysis of RCTs. Arch Gynecol Obstet. https:// doi. org/ 10. 
1007/ s00404- 021- 06349-4

 2. Duley L, Meher S, Hunter KE, Seidler A, Askie LM (2019) Anti-
platelet agents for preventing pre-eclampsia and its complications. 
Cochrane Database Syst Rev 201(10):CD004659. https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1002/ 14651 858. CD004 659. pub3

 3. Higgins JPT, Thomas J, Chandler J, Cumpston M, Li T, Page MJ, 
Welch VA (editors). Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews 
of Interventions version 6.0 (updated July 2019). Cochrane, 2019. 
Available from: www. train ing. cochr ane. org/ handb ook.

 4. Balshem H, Helfand M, Schu€nemann HJ, Oxman AD, Kunz R, 
Brozek J et al (2011) GRADE guidelines: 3. Rating the quality of 
evidence. J Clin Epidemiol 64:401–406

 5. Guyatt GH, Oxman AD, Kunz R, Atkins D, Brozek J, Vist G et al 
(2011) GRADE guidelines: 2. Framing the question and deciding 
on important outcomes. J Clin Epidemiol 64:395–400

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

 * Alexandre Delgado 
 alexmagno_d@hotmail.com

1 Program of Post-Graduation in Integral Health, Instituto de 
Medicina Integral Prof. Fernando Figueira (IMIP), Recife, 
Pernambuco, Brazil

2 Parnamirim, Av. Parnamirim, 375, Recife, PE 52060-000, 
Brazil

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2311-8744
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00404-021-06349-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00404-021-06349-4
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD004659.pub3
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD004659.pub3
http://www.training.cochrane.org/handbook
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s00404-022-06553-w&domain=pdf

	Concerning the article “The role of aspirin dose and initiation time in the prevention of preeclampsia and corresponding complications: a meta-analysis of RCTs”
	References




