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Professor Jörg Böhler passed away on December 11th
2005, 4 days before his 88th birthday. As a son of Pro-
fessor Lorenz Böhler, who established trauma surgery as
a separate medical specialty in Austria, Jörg Böhler was
known as the ‘‘Young Böhler’’. Though stricken with
mortal illness, Jörg Böhler remained virtually unchanged
and mentally sharp to the very end. In spite of severe
dyspnoea, which kept him from walking more than a
few steps at a time, he held his very last lecture on ‘‘state
of the art in hand surgery’’ at his famous hand seminar
only a few days before he passed away.

Born in Gries near Bozen in Southern Tyrol as the
youngest son of Lorenz and Leopoldine Böhler, Jörg
graduated in Vienna and studied medicine in Innsbruck
and Vienna. Brought up to be physically active, Jörg
Böhler remained an athlete during his years at medical
school. Hans Hass invited Jörg Böhler to accompany
him as a medical advisor on his first expeditions. How-
ever, in addition to being a highly qualified medical
advisor, Böhler soon proved to be a most persevering
apnoea diver. Together with Hans Hass and Alfred von
Wurtzian, the founder of modern scuba diving and
underwater photography, he helped develop the first
lightweight diving and underwater camera equipment.
Böhler and his friends were on a diving expedition in
Bonaire and Curacao in the Dutch Antilles when they
were informed that World War II had broken out. They
left the Dutch Antilles and set out on the long and
adventurous journey home via New York, Hawaii,
China, Russia and Germany.

Though allowed to complete his medical studies, Jörg
Böhler was assigned to the air force and was to be

drafted as soon as possible. Thus, very soon after his
graduation from Medical School in 1941 and his
employment by the Social Insurance for Working
Accidents (AUVA) in its Webergasse Trauma Hospital
in Vienna, he was ordered to go to the Russian front. In
a military plane crash over Stalingrad, he suffered 14
fractures and was one of the very few to survive at all.
On his return flight home, Böhler only survived another
crash landing approaching Smolensk because he was
catapulted out of the plane. After finally arriving in
Vienna, he was initially treated at the AUVA Trauma
Hospital and then transferred to the AUVA Rehabili-
tation Clinic in Stollhof.

Jörg Böhler was certified as a specialist for Surgery in
1948 and as a specialist for Trauma Surgery in 1951. In
1951 he also became the Medical Chief of the new
AUVA Trauma Center in Linz, where he founded the
first trauma intensive care unit and trauma burn unit in
Austria. He was the first surgeon in Europe to have an
operating theater equipped with laminar airflow. In
cooperation with neuro-surgeons, maxillo-facial sur-
geons and ENT surgeons, he focussed on acute diag-
nostics and emergency surgery of traumatic brain injury
and fronto-basal fractures. Jörg Böhler himself was an
extremely skillful surgeon and developed new surgical
techniques for the treatment of spinal fractures. In those
days, some considered Böhler’s techniques to be dan-
gerous and his publications were thus rejected by high-
ranking American journals. In the meantime, his tech-
niques that have been fully acknowledged have long
since become a part of routine trauma surgery.

Jörg Böhler was one of the founding fathers of AO in
Austria. He introduced new minimally invasive surgical
techniques long before MIC, and introduced the intra-
operative microscope in hand surgery in the mid-1960s.
On 1 January 1971, he became the medical chief of the
AUVA Trauma Center Webergasse in Vienna, which
moved into the newly built Lorenz Böhler Trauma
Center in 1972. Böhler remained as the head of that
trauma center until he retired in 1984. From the very
beginning, he was a pioneer in the field of arthroscopy,
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inviting Professor Otto Wruhs to perform arthroscopies
and educate physicians in this new field as early as 1973.

Böhler’s initiative also led to the foundation of a re-
search institute within the AUVA. This institute devel-
oped into one of the leading research institute for clinical
and experimental traumatology worldwide. Research on
shock, hypocoagulation, and fibrin sealant were merely
a few of the topics initiated by Jörg Böhler. Jörg Böhler
published over 360 scientific papers and book contri-
butions and held more than 500 lectures, not including
the lectures held during his courses at the trauma center.

In 1957 the Venia legendi for surgery was granted to
Jörg Böhler by the University of Vienna for his extensive
scientific work on ‘‘The early surgical treatment of hand
injuries with particular consideration of tendon inju-
ries’’. He became professor at the University of Vienna
in 1964. In 1969 he was invited to hold the ‘‘Sterling
Bunell Memorial lecture’’ in San Francisco, an honor
only bestowed upon very few hand surgeons worldwide.

As a young man, Jörg Böhler had enthusiastically
read Bunell’s book ‘‘Surgery of the Hand’’ and re-
quested Bunell’s permission to translate the book into
German.

From then on, hand surgery ranked among his top
interests: from 1959 until immediately before his death,
Jörg Böhler personally held 113 hand courses, teaching
over 5,000 physicians, including some of today’s leading

hand surgeons. Jörg Böhler was a charismatic leader. He
held three briefings a day at the trauma center to ensure
that he was always fully informed about every single
patient.

Jörg Böhler was a demanding and extremely critical
chief, yet was always willing to offer assistance in any
way. He held subscriptions to 50 top medical journals
and was an avid reader, marking every important article
for his staff. His extensive collection of medical papers
was always in perfect order and open to anyone who was
interested.

In 1947, Jörg Böhler married Susi von Foest-Mons-
hoff. Married for almost 60 years, they remained de-
voted to one another and had four children. During his
last and most difficult days, Jörg Böhler’s wife Susi never
left his side.

Jörg Böhler was honorary president of the Austrian
Society of Trauma Surgery. Additionally, he was a
member, corresponding member and honorary member
of countless national and international societies. We
have lost Professor Jörg Böhler who was one of the great
men of the medical profession. We are deeply indebted
to him for providing us with both the theoretical
knowledge and the practical know-how for our profes-
sional careers. In the hearts and minds of all those who
had the honor to know him, Jörg Böhler and his guiding
principle will live on—victory of the mind over the body.

432


	Obituary for Univ.-Prof. Dr. J ouml rg B ouml hler


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [2834.646 2834.646]
>> setpagedevice


