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Dear Editor

We read with interest the article by Winberg et al. [1]. The 
authors performed a meta-analysis comparing the outcomes 
of Mathieu and tubularized incised plate (TIP) techniques 
for distal hypospadias repair. Specifically, the authors ana-
lysed two complications, namely urethrocutaneous fistula 
and urethral stricture. We like to congratulate and thank 
the authors for their thorough scientific methodology. Their 
meta-analysis is likely to serve as a reference for any future 
article on Mathieu and TIP techniques. However, we found 
an error in their paper which we think needs clarification.

Winberg et al. mentioned in the discussion section of 
their article that Mathieu repair results in the hairy urethra 
in the long term [1]. Interestingly, they did not mention this 
finding anywhere in their results of extensive meta-analysis 
of the available literature on Mathieu’s operation! To support 
their statement, Winberg et al. referenced a review article 
[2] by Cimador et al. (reference 34 of the article by Win-
berg et al.). However, we read the article by Cimador et al. 
[2] thoroughly but could not find any reference to Mathieu 
repair causing a hairy urethra in the long term! We con-
tacted Dr. Cimador, the primary author of that article [2] 
by email to clarify regarding this matter; Dr. Cimador very 
promptly replied back and confirmed that their article had 
been misquoted and they have never seen hairy urethra after 
a Mathieu operation.

Mathieu’s technique is a popular operation for the repair 
of both primary and salvage distal hypospadias repairs. 

We failed to find any reference in the literature about hairy 
urethra as a complication of Mathieu operation, including 
a meta-analysis published in 2012 [3]. Thus, we feel it is 
important to clarify this mistake by Winberg et al. so that 
their paper, which is a seminal paper likely to be referenced 
by any future authors writing about Mathieu operation, is 
itself not further misquoted again and again in this context.
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