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Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519) (Fig. 1 and cover) was a
master of many things including anatomy [1, 2]. Moreover,
he drew and described many neuroanatomical structures with
details that had not been seen before his day [1–3].

During da Vinci’s representations, he was able to mas-
terfully decipher the complexity of such things as the
brachial plexus displaying the divisions that form the up-
per, middle, and lower trunks [1]. His portrayal of the
sympathetic trunk was one of the earliest. Initially, during
his earlier neurological studies in Milan, he attempted to
trace the peripheral nerves supplying the lower extremi-
ties; unfortunately, he neglected the area below the kid-
neys. However, he revisited the area and successfully
delineated the essential components of the lumbosacral
plexus, which he noted, Bthere are as many nerves as
muscles in the thigh^ [1]. He noted that the femoral
nerve supplied the anterior thigh muscles, and that the
obturator nerve was formed by three lumbar spinal nerves
that passed through the obturator foramen to innervate
the medial thigh muscles and overlying skin. He demon-
strated the lateral femoral cutaneous nerve exiting supe-
rior to the pelvic bone and supplying the skin of the
anterolateral thigh [1].

Alongside his drawing of the lumbosacral plexus, he wrote,
Bcut the tail (coccyx) through the middle just as you did the
neck in order to see how the nerves of the spinal cord arise^
[1] although there are inconsistencies with some of his depic-
tions as, for example, the sciatic nerve is duplicated.

Even without imaging modalities, da Vinci possessed the
talent to precisely and accurately portray the vertebral column
[3]. Unfortunately, most of da Vinci’s work was unpublished,
and thus, his brilliant records were not appreciated in the sci-
entific literature of his day [2]. However, today, his accom-
plishments in neuroanatomy continue to be recognized [4, 5].
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Fig. 1 and cover Drawing from
da Vinci’s Notebooks depicting
the lumbosacral plexus (left);
Drawing of da Vinci (middle);
and anterior view of the
lumbosacral plexus with
connections to the spinal cord
(right)
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