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                    Abstract
Isoflavone intake has been associated with a reduction in the risk of cardiovascular disease in postmenopausal women. The aim of the present study was to determine if the effects of isoflavones on vascular function differ between premenopausal and postmenopausal women and between women who smoke and those who do not. Women smokers and nonsmokers who consumed 50 mg of isoflavone/day as black soybean tea for a period of 2 months (n = 55, mean age 39) were enrolled in the present study. We examined endothelial function, which was assessed by the percent change in flow-mediated dilation (%FMD) and arterial wall stiffness using the cardio-ankle vascular index (CAVI), as well as by biochemical parameters of the blood. Neither premenopausal (p = 0.697) nor postmenopausal (p = 0.389) smokers experienced an increase in %FMD after daily consumption of isoflavones. However, both premenopausal (p = 0.004) and postmenopausal (p = 0.019) nonsmokers exhibited a marked elevation in %FMD. By contrast, isoflavone intake effectively reduced CAVI among both premenopausal smokers (p = 0.027) and nonsmokers (p = 0.013), but had no effect on CAVI among postmenopausal smokers (p = 0.169) or nonsmokers (p = 0.128). The women smokers and nonsmokers did not differ in age or %FMD at the time of enrollment in the study. Thus, isoflavones have different effects on vascular endothelial function and arterial wall stiffness in premenopausal and postmenopausal smokers and nonsmokers.
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