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We have been very interested in reading the letter to the

editor that concerned our article [2] written by Dr. Loukas

and Dr. Tubbs entitled ‘‘The description of the ‘‘Valentine’’

orientation of the heart’’ [1]. The authors describe a con-

troversial point in terms used for cardiac anatomy.

Any structure in the body is named according to its

anatomical position.

However, cardiac structures are named according to the

so-called Valentine position.

The posterior descending artery (PDA) is positioned at

the inferior surface of the heart and it runs horizontally

towards the ventricular apex. We think that teaching the

name of the structures regarding to their anatomical posi-

tion is true for medical students. But if one use the

nomenclature established according to the anatomical

position, the majority of the readers could not understand

as they know other more common terms. This is a dilemma

of this subject for years. We also use the term of PDA for

this particular artery because of being a well-known name

in the field of clinical cardiology, and in radiologic and

anatomic textbooks [3].

We think that changing the terms and beginning using

appropriate nomenclature can be started after a consensus.

As in the quote from Heraclitus which was interpreted by

Plato ‘‘panta khorei kai ouden menei’’ (everything changes

and nothing remains still).
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