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Sir,

We read with great interest the article entitled ‘‘Ra-

pamycin and 3-Methyladenine Influence the Apoptosis,

Senescence, and Adipogenesis of Human Adipose-Derived

Stem Cells by Promoting and Inhibiting Autophagy: An

In Vitro and In Vivo Study’’ by Yang F et al. [1] in Aes-

thetic Plastic Surgery. In this article, the authors delineated

the effect of autophagy on the viability of adipose-derived

stem cells (ADSCs) via pretreatment with rapamycin and

3-methyladenine, respectively. The authors’ study provided

a reference for understanding the role of autophagy in fat

grafting.

For the in vitro experiments, the authors treated ADSCs

with rapamycin and 3-methyladenine and assessed the

autophagy, apoptosis, adipogenesis, proliferation, and

senescence. The authors stated that the upregulation of

autophagy by rapamycin inhibited the proliferation of

ADSCs and its potential effect on fat graft outcome.

However, they did not explain why the proliferation of

ADSCs declined after a decreased autophagy due to

3-methyladenine pretreatment.

For the in vivo experiments, the authors mixed granular

fat with 3.2*106 cells/ml of ADSCs at a volume ratio of

1:19. We would like to know how the concentration and

volume ratio of the ADSCs were determined. Besides, the

authors injected four groups of mixture into the same

mouse, and we feared that the systematic effect caused by

the drug absorption would interfere with the discrepancy of

different interventions. For the outcome evaluation, we

believe that hematoxylin-eosin (HE) staining is basic and

helps to evaluate the general structure and quality of the

graft.
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