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To the Editor:

We read the recent article with great interest by Abdel-Salam 
Abdel-Aleem Ahmed et al. titled “Honey dressing: a missed 
way for orthopaedic wound care” [1]. They retrospectively 
analyzed 50 cases having lower limb wounds such as 
those secondary to open fractures, post-operative wound 
complications, and infected tibial non-unions. Encouragingly, 
they showed honey was a promising method of infected 
wound care in the clinical orthopaedic practice, which 
provides innovative impetus for orthopaedic wound care.

There are several issues researchers should note in 
future studies. This study only included patients with lower 
extremity wounds and did not include wounds at other sites, 
such as incision infections in the spine. It is well known that 
wound infection is a major clinical challenge for orthopaedic 
surgeons, which needs to be solved urgently [2]. However, not 
all patients included in this study were infected. Future studies 
should focus on patients with orthopaedic wound infection. 
Further, preventing wound infection makes more sense than 
treating it [3]. Thus, when designing future studies, we may 
consider prevention of orthopaedic wound infection as the 
primary goal.

While the authors point out that their study lacked a 
control group, we cannot help but wonder how the control 
group should be set up. We think that the rational control 
group should be treated with iodophor gauze dressing. 
Recently, emerging devices and modalities for wound 
size imaging were introduced [4]. Moreover, there are 
many promising image processing tools for smart wound 
assessment and monitoring [4], which can precisely 

calculate the surface area of the wounds. Reasonable wound 
evaluation will be more helpful to promote the application 
of honey in orthopaedic wound care.
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