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Neglected giant benign phyllode tumor of the breast
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Abbreviations
APT  Adjuvant paclitaxel trastuzumab

A 51-year-old woman presented herself to the gynecol-
ogy unit with an increase in volume of the right breast that 

appeared more than a year earlier. The ulcerating mass meas-
ured more than 30 cm. The patient was delayed in consulting 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. On admission, she had an 
Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group performance-status 
(ECOG-PS) score of 4, albuminemia at 8 g/dl with a high 
level of C-reactive protein. 18F-FDG PET/CT was performed 
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for staging a suspected malignant breast cancer. The maxi-
mum standardized uptake value  (SUVmax) measured in the 
right breast tumor was 7.4 (volume-rendering images of 
18F-FDG PET (A), CT (B), and fused PET/CT (C)). The 
pathologic examinations of the biopsies were benign. In the 
other breast, the 18F-FDG PET identified a 23-mm lesion 
whose biopsy found an invasive carcinoma ER-positive/
Her2-positive. Although the anesthetic risk was high, it 
was decided to perform the surgery. A right mastectomy 
and left breast conservative surgery with sentinel-lymph-
node resection were performed in the same time. The final 
pathologic examination confirmed a benign phyllode tumor 
of 36 cm on the right breast and an invasive Her2-positive 
breast cancer on the left. For the left breast, radiotherapy 
and adjuvant chemotherapy with APT [1] were performed 
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then endocrine therapy. After the surgery, the patient quickly 
recovered an ECOG-PS of 0. This case highlights the fact 
that surgery remains the standard treatment for low-grade 
phyllode tumors.

Declarations 

Ethics approval and informed consent All procedures performed 
involving the human participant were in accordance with the ethi-
cal standards of the institutional and/or national research committee 
and with the 1964 Helsinki declaration and its later amendments or 
comparable ethical standards. Informed consent was obtained from 
the patient.

Competing interests The authors declare no competing interests.

Reference

 1. Tolaney SM, Guo H, Pernas S, Barry WT, Dillon DA, Ritter-
house L, et al. Seven-year follow-up analysis of adjuvant pacli-
taxel and trastuzumab trial for node-negative, human epidermal 
growth factor receptor 2-positive breast cancer. J Clin Oncol 1 
août. 2019;37(22):1868–75.

Publisher's note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

3955European Journal of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging  (2022) 49:3954–3955

1 3


	Neglected giant benign phyllode tumor of the breast
	References


