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This text is a guide for a correct interpretation of normal
skeletal maturation in children at different ages. Despite the
advent of modern cross-sectional imaging, skeletal radiographs
still remain one of the most frequently performed imaging
modalities in paediatric patients to manage a multitude of
endocrine disorders, paediatric syndromes or trauma. Only a
comprehensive interpretation of radiological signs of skeletal
maturation allow us to orient ourselves in the wide spectrum of
bone diseases in childhood. The editors are all internationally
recognized experts in skeletal radiology, and the late Dr. The-
odore E. Keats was a pioneer in earlier efforts to illustrate
normal roentgen anatomy. The editors had the capability to
define and determine a homogeneous illustration giving this
volume a detailed representation of skeletal maturation in
childhood. The book is organized into two parts, divided by

sex, each one characterized by X-rays of various body parts,
from the skull to the foot, admirably summarized in different
stages of skeletal maturation ranging from neonate to 21 years
old. The goal has been to provide a comprehensive interpreta-
tion of skeletal maturation using a convenient representation of
radiograms. In conclusion, this book provides concrete aid to
the interpretation of skeletal radiographs in children at different
ages thanks to a comprehensive set of reference images that
document the progressive skeletal development, demonstrat-
ing the configuration, density and relative size of the various
male and female body parts. We suggest this book to be of
significant value to a large series of readers, including radiol-
ogists, orthopaedists and paediatricians and all doctors in-
volved in the care of children and students who want to
improve their understanding of skeletal radiography.
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