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TEST YOURSELF: QUESTION

A 67‑year‑old woman with right thumb swelling and pain

Mujtaba Hameed1 · Mary Creedon1 · Preethi Kesavan1 · Steven B. Soliman1 

Received: 24 July 2023 / Revised: 25 August 2023 / Accepted: 26 September 2023 / Published online: 5 October 2023 
© The Author(s), under exclusive licence to International Skeletal Society (ISS) 2023

History

A 67-year-old woman presented with a 2-month history of 
worsening right thumb pain, swelling, and nail pigmenta-
tion. The patient is white (non-Hispanic) and a retired office 

worker. She has a history of fibromyalgia and spinal stenosis 
with a recent history of lumbar fusion. There was no history 
of fever, trauma, or any underlying inflammatory arthropathy 
(Figs. 1, 2, and 3).

The diagnosis can be found at https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s00256-​023-​
04472-8
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Fig. 1   Photo of the right thumb on presentation

Fig. 2   Oblique radiograph of the right thumb
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Fig. 3   MR images of the right 
thumb. a Coronal T1W TSE, 
b sagittal STIR, and fat-sup-
pressed c coronal and d sagittal 
T1W post-contrast
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