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Abstract Lactic acid bacteria (LAB) are a diverse group of
Gram-positive, nonsporulating, low G+C content bacteria.
Many of them have been given generally regarded as safe
status. Over the past two decades, intensive genetic and mo-
lecular research carried out on LAB, mainly Lactococcus
lactis and some species of the Lactobacillus genus, has re-
vealed new, potential biomedical LAB applications, including
the use of LAB as adjuvants, immunostimulators, or therapeu-
tic drug delivery systems, or as factories to produce therapeu-
tic molecules. LAB enable immunization via the mucosal
route, which increases effectiveness against pathogens that
use the mucosa as the major route of entry into the human
body. In this review, we concentrate on the encouraging ap-
plication of Lactococcus and Lactobacillus genera for the de-
velopment of live mucosal vaccines. First, we present the
progress that has recently beenmade in the field of developing
tools for LAB genetic manipulations, which has resulted in the
successful expression of many bacterial, parasitic, and viral
antigens in LAB strains. Next, we discuss the factors influenc-
ing the efficacy of the constructed vaccine prototypes that
have been tested in various animal models. Apart from the
research focused on an application of live LABs as carriers
of foreign antigens, a lot of work has been recently done on the
potential usage of nonliving, nonrecombinant L. lactis desig-
nated as Gram-positive enhancer matrix (GEM), as a delivery

system for mucosal vaccination. The advantages and disad-
vantages of both strategies are also presented.
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Characteristics of lactic acid bacteria

Lactic acid bacteria (LAB) are Gram-positive, nonsporulating
bacteria, with low-GC content genomes. This group is distin-
guished by the ability to carry out fermentation of carbohy-
drates to form lactic acid. This group of microorganisms in-
cludes cocci and bacilli, representatives of the species belong-
ing to the genera of Lactococcus , Lactobacillus ,
Streptococcus, Pediococcus, Leuconostoc, Bifidobacterium,
and several others. Many LAB have received generally
regarded as safe (GRAS) status from the American Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), but it is worthwhile to men-
tion that pathogenic bacteria such as Streptococcus pyogenes
and Streptococcus pneumonia also belong to this group
(Daniel et al. 2011). Bacteria from the LAB group are charac-
terized by the absence of genes in their genomes that code for
proteins involved in various biosynthesis pathways.
Accordingly, these auxotrophic organisms occur in environ-
ments rich in amino acids, purines, and pyrimidines, where
their high nutritional requirements can be met.

Until recently, bacteria from the LAB group have mainly
been used in the production and preservation of foods. Some
species are recognized as probiotics, which—according to the
definition proposed by the World Health Organization
(WHO)—confer a health benefit on the host when adminis-
tered in adequate amounts (de Vos 2011; FAO/WHO 2001).
However, LAB strains recognized as probiotics differ in their
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activities. Some bacteria of this group modulate the composi-
tion of the bacterial flora of the intestine and thereby maintain
homeostasis of the intestinal microbiota. In addition, several
of probiotics strains stimulate the immune system and reduce
the risk of allergic reactions. Other bacterial species provide
protection against pathogenic bacteria by competing with
them for the colonized surface, by producing compounds that
inhibit the growth of pathogens, or by inducing the production
of mucus and antimicrobial peptides (AMP) by the mucosal
epithelial cells (Isolauri et al. 2004). Probiotic strains are of
utmost importance in supporting the treatment of diseases of
the digestive system (mainly diarrhea of viral etiology or di-
arrhea associated with the use of antibiotics), inflammatory
bowel disease (IBD), and autoimmune disorders (Fontana
et al. 2013; Isolauri et al. 2004).

For more than 20 years, LAB have been intensively studied
as potential bacterial carriers of compounds with therapeutic
or prophylactic effects (Bermudez-Humaran et al. 2011). LAB
enable immunization via the mucosal route, which is not only
simpler than the standard injections but also increases the
effectiveness against pathogens that use the mucosa as their
major route of entry into the human body. Delivery of antigens
using LAB strains may induce both mucosal (sIgA) and sys-
temic immune responses (Bermudez-Humaran et al. 2011).
The attractiveness of LAB in immunoprophylaxis and therapy
is also determined by their resistance to the low pH of gastric
juice and, for certain strains, the ability to adhere to the surface
of the intestinal epithelium.Moreover, some LAB strains have
adjuvant properties, which means that they can enhance the
immune response induced by the carried antigen. Thanks to
the possibility of lyophilization, LAB do not require storage at
low temperature, and administration of the preparation does
not require specialized personnel.

All of these characteristics, in particular, the health-
promoting properties and a high degree of safety of LAB,
make them an attractive alternative to other vectors used for
the construction of vaccines, including attenuated strains of
various species of pathogenic microorganisms, liposomes,
and microparticles. This review examines the progress in
using LAB for immunoprophylaxis.

Genetic engineering tools used for cloning heterologous
genes in Lactococcus lactis

So far, L. lactis remains the model microorganism in LAB
research. Rapid research progress on the use of LAB for treat-
ment and prophylaxis occurred at the turn of the twenty-first
century. In these studies, plasmid-cured strains of L. lactis
subsp. lactis IL1403 and L. lactis subsp. cremoris MG1363,
whose genomes were sequenced in 1999/2001 and 2007, re-
spectively, are most commonly used (Bolotin et al. 2001;
Wegmann et al. 2007; Linares et al. 2010). Currently,

databases provide genetic information on 33 strains of the
species L. lactis (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genome/
genomes/156, November 2014). The first vectors for cloning
foreign genes in LAB were developed about 30 years ago, on
the basis of the replication systems of the two cryptic, broad
host-range plasmids of L. lactis: pWV01 and pSH71 (de Vos
1987; Kok et al. 1984). To date, many derivatives of these
plasmids have been created (Shareck et al. 2004). Another
widely used replicon is pAMbeta-1, isolated from
Enterococcus faecalis. On the basis of its replication system,
the low-copy plasmid pIL252 and the high-copy plasmid
pIL253 were constructed (Simon and Chopin 1988; Shareck
et al. 2004). A number of different systems for the expression
of genes encoding heterologous proteins in the cells of L.
lactis were developed using both constitutive and inducible
promoters. The most commonly used system for expression of
heterologous proteins is the NICE system, utilizing the nisin
promoter (Mierau and Kleerebezem 2005). Many of the de-
veloped expression systems have inducible promoters whose
expression depends on environmental conditions. These in-
clude, for example, the P170 promoter, active at low pH and
subject to self-induction by accumulated lactic acid when the
culture enters the stationary phase of growth (Madsen et al.
1999), or the zit operon promoter that is regulated by ZitR
protein and is activated by low concentration of zinc ions
(the so-called zinc hunger) (Llull and Poquet 2004). The re-
cently described Zirex system enables induction of genes reg-
ulated by the concentration of zinc ions and by the use of the
pneumococci regulatory protein SczA (Mu et al. 2013). In
studies aimed at examining the potential application of LAB
in immunoprophylaxis, promoters induced under conditions
prevailing in the immunized body are particularly useful. One
such expression system is stress inducible controlled expres-
sion system (SICE). The SICE system uses a promoter of the
L. lactis groESL operon, whose expression is induced under
stress conditions (Benbouziane et al. 2013).

Genetic engineering tools used for cloning heterologous
genes in Lactobacillus spp.

In recent years, interest in bacteria of the genus Lactobacillus
has also increased. More than 180 species are included in this
genus (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy/Browser/
wwwtax.cgi?id=1578, August 2014). However, most
attention is focused on the strains with proven probiotic
properties; among these are the following bacterial species:
Lactobacillus rhamnosus, Lactobacillus casei, Lactobacillus
bulgaricus, Lactobacillus salivarius, Lactobacillus
plantarum, Lactobacillus acidophilus, Lactobacillus
helveticus, and Lactobacillus gasseri (Fontana et al. 2013).

Preparation of expression vectors for gene cloning in cells
of the genus Lactobacillus is challenging, mainly due to the
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unusually high level of genetic diversity. Some of the plasmid
replication systems described are only active in specific
strains, and known lactobacilli promoters have different activ-
ity levels, depending on the strain they are in. The most com-
monly used cloning vectors for L. plantarum, L. acidophilus,
and L. gasseri are those having the replication system of
pWV01, pSH71, or pAMbeta-1 (Stoeker et al. 2011; Bron
et al. 2004b; Duong et al. 2011; Kajikawa et al. 2011, 2012).

In the expression vectors for Lactobacillus, both constitu-
tive promoters—such as Ppgm (phosphoglycerate mutase pro-
moter), Pldhl (lactate dehydrogenase promoter), or PslpA (pro-
moter of the gene encoding the S-layer of the protein SlpA)—
and inducible promoters are used. One of them is the promoter
of a gene coding for a heat shock protein from Enterococcus
faecium; its activity has been analyzed in cells of L. plantarum
(Maidin et al. 2014). Recent global analysis of lactobacilli
transcriptomes, or the investigation of genome libraries using
various reporter genes, has resulted in identification of pro-
moters induced by specific environmental conditions. An
analysis of the transcriptome of L. acidophilus identified pro-
moters that are induced by the presence of carbohydrates, i.e.,
PFOS (fructo-oligosaccharide), Plac (lactose), and Ptre (treha-
lose), but are repressed in the presence of glucose. PFOS may
p rove to be pa r t i c u l a r l y u se f u l i n t h e r apy o r
immunoprophylaxis, as fructo-oligosaccharides are prebiotics
that stimulate the development of the intestinal microflora
(Duong et al. 2011). Using a gene encoding alanine racemase
as a promoter probe for the genome-wide identification of
inducible L. plantarum genes resulted in identification of
many genes whose expression is induced by high salt concen-
tration or by bile salts (Bron et al. 2004a, c).

LAB as carriers of heterologous bacterial, parasitic,
and viral antigens

LAB are characterized by their high physiological and genetic
diversity. Thus, the abilities of different strains to persist and
multiply in an immunized organism differ substantially.
Moreover, dissimilarities in the composition of their cell walls
results in significant differences in the stimulated immune
response. Some cell-wall components such as peptidoglycan,
lipoproteins, or lipoteichoic acids are recognized by eukaryot-
ic Toll-like (TLR) or nucleotide oligomerization domain
(NOD) receptors involved in the anti-inflammatory immune
response. Strain-specific effects of LAB result from the induc-
tion of diverse immune regulatory pathways (Zeuthen et al.
2008; Macho Fernandez et al. 2011). Therefore, the immuni-
zation schedule developed for vaccines that have been gener-
ated on the basis of one member of the LAB group as an
antigen carrier is often unsuitable for immunization of differ-
ent host targets. The data obtained by different research
groups are not consistent, and the difficulties comparing them

result from the use of different antigens, vectors, and immu-
nization schedules. Parameters affecting the immune response
induced by prototypes of LAB vaccines will be discussed in a
later part of this subsection.

Routes of administration

The first use of LAB as a vaccine vector is a 1990 report of
using formalin-killed Streptococcus lactis cells that produced
PAc protein (antigen I/II) on the cell surface to immunize
against Streptococcus mutans. Intragastric immunization of
mice resulted in the production of specific IgG and IgA anti-
bodies; thus, it was shown, for the first time, that LAB could
be an attractive alternative to conventional bacterial carriers of
foreign antigens (Iwaki et al. 1990).

Most of the prototype vaccines using LAB strains as car-
riers addressed infectious diseases caused by human patho-
gens that penetrate through the mucous membranes of the
gastrointestinal, respiratory, and urogenital tracts. For this rea-
son, different routes of administration were examined. For
example, in the case of S. pneumoniae, the efficacy of intra-
nasally administered vaccines was evaluated (Hanniffy et al.
2007), whereas in the case of Helicobacter pylori, oral or
intragastric vaccines were the first to be analyzed (Li et al.
2014). Because the mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue
(MALT) mucous-membrane immune system constitutes one
network covering the whole body, and because lymphocytes
are able to migrate, oral immunization also provides systemic
immunity expressed by the mucous membranes of other or-
gans. LAB strains, acting as carriers of S. pneumoniae anti-
gens, have already been shown to be effective at intranasal
immunization (see below). Thus, based on actual knowledge
about MALT functioning, an L. lactis strain, comprising the
pppA gene of S. pneumoniae expressed from a nisin-inducible
promoter, was also employed for oral immunization of adult,
as well as young, mice. Both the induction of specific anti-
bodies in the gut and the stimulation of a systemic immune
response (IgG in the serum) were observed. This immuniza-
tion raised the resistance of mice to infection, although the
effect was dependent on the serotype of the strain used in
the protective experiment (Villena et al. 2008, 2010).

Carrier strains

Many studies on the effectiveness of various representatives
of the LAB group as carriers of heterologous antigens for
vaccination were conducted with the highly immunogenic tet-
anus toxin C-terminal fragment (TTFC) as antigen. This pro-
tein fragment has been intensively studied as a replacement
for inactivated toxin in the combined diphtheria, tetanus, and
pertussis (DTP) vaccine. The antigen was produced in the
cells of several species of bacteria from the LAB group
(L. lactis, Lactobacillus spp., and Streptococcus gordonii) that
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differ in their ability to survive in colonized ecological niches.
Studies with L. lactis and L. plantarum as TTFC carriers in-
dicated that the immunogenicity of L. lactis was significantly
lower than that of L. plantarum, particularly when those
strains had a mutation in the alr gene encoding alanine
racemase, an enzyme involved in cell-wall synthesis.
Intestinal TTFC-specific immunoglobulin Awas induced only
after immunization with the recombinant L. plantarummutant
strain. This conclusion, however, was not unequivocal be-
cause the gene encoding TTFC was expressed in the LAB
carriers from promoters that are difficult to compare (a nisin-
inducible promoter and a constitutive promoter) (Grangette
et al. 2004).

The effect of the carrier on the level of immune response
was also analyzed with respect to the efficacy of a potential
antimalaria vaccine. Strains producing the well-characterized
merozoite surface antigen (MSA2), a surface protein of
Plasmodium falciparum, were tested, using a number of var-
iants. The antigen produced in the cells of L. lactis, L. reuteri,
and L. salivariuswas associated with peptidoglycan of the live
cells by either covalent or noncovalent binding, or was located
on the surface of cells treated with trichloroacetic acid (TCA).
In addition, genetically different mouse lines were used in the
studies. The combined nasal and oral immunization was
employed in this work. Significant differences in the levels
of induction and the types of induced immune response were
observed, depending on the type of animal immunized, the
genus of the carrier, and the location of the antigen
(Moorthy and Ramasamy 2007). L. lactis and L. plantarum
(alr−) strains expressing the H. pylori B-subunit of urease
(UreB) were also analyzed for anti-Helicobacter immuniza-
tion. A positive effect (induction of the specific antibodies and
reduction of the level of colonization of mice by H. felis) was
only seen after vaccination with a Lactobacillus strain (Lee
et al. 2001; Corthesy et al. 2005). It is postulated that some
L. lactis strains that reveal high affinity to mucus are promis-
ing candidates for development of a vaccine against bird flu
(Szatraj et al. 2014; Radziwill-Bienkowska et al. 2014).

The impact of the carrier on induction of the immune sys-
tem and the effectiveness of the vaccine prototype were also
analyzed in relation to vaccines against S. pneumoniae. Tests
were mainly carried out in a mouse model after intranasal
immunization. The licensed anti-S. pneumoniae vaccines con-
tain bacterial polysaccharides [polysaccharide vaccine
(PSV)], which in some preparations are conjugated to a carrier
protein (CMR197—inactive mutated diphtheria toxin).
Strains of S. pneumoniae are characterized by a high diversity
of serotypes (more than 90 serotypes have been described so
far), and so vaccines are effective only against those serotypes
whose polysaccharides are included in the formulation. Due to
the multidrug resistance of the S. pneumoniae pathogen and
the different geographic distributions of its serotypes, many
studies are being conducted to develop effective formulations

based on conserved protein antigens. Several protein antigens
[Pneumococcal surface antigen (PsaA), Pneumococcal sur-
face protein (PspA), and Pneumococcal protective protein
(PppA)] produced by Lactobacillus and Lactococcus species
at various cellular locations have been examined as protective
antigens. Extensive information on the potential use of LAB
for anti-S. pneumoniae immunization can be found in the ex-
cellent review by Villena et al. (2011). Preliminary experi-
ments proved that intranasal administration of L. lactis that
produced the intracellular antigen PspA to mice was more
effective than intranasal or subcutaneous immunization with
the purified recombinant protein (Hanniffy et al. 2007). The
first immunization attempts using an L. casei strain that
contained the pspA gene of S. pneumoniae cloned on a plas-
mid and under the control of an inducible lactose promoter
showed no stimulation of the immune response, probably due
to low levels of the antigen. Therefore, for the comparison of
the immunogenicity of the LAB strains carrying the pspA
gene, a strong constitutive promoter was employed. Among
the four species tested (L. lactis, L. casei, L. plantarum, and
L. helveticus), used for nasal mice immunization, the lowest
level of immune response was seen for L. lactis, which corre-
lated with a low level of produced antigen and a short nasal
mucosa residence time for the carrier strain. Strains of the
Lactobacillus genus colonized the nasal mucosa for about
3 days and stimulated a significant level of both IgG and
IgA. The studies also indicated differences in the level of
induced immune response between various species of
Lactobacillus genus. The authors suggested that it reflects
differences in their intrinsic adjuvant potential (Oliveira et al.
2006). The adjuvant effect of L. plantarum was also observed
in analysis of the effectiveness of two types of LAB, carriers
of the HPV E7 antigen, as therapeutic cancer vaccines.
Although L. plantarum induced a lesser immune response
than L. lactis, the L. plantarum vaccination resulted in a much
more rapid regression of tumors (Cortes-Perez et al. 2007).

The roles of antigen location and amount

The influence of antigen location, inside or on the surface of
carrier-strain cells, on the efficacy of vaccination has been
tested multiple times. Location—along with the route of ad-
ministration, the immunization schedule, the genus/species of
the carrier strain, and the amount of antigen—is certainly one
of the factors that determines the level and the type of induced
immune response in the host. Research so far yields no clear
answer about the most effective cellular location of the antigen
for immunization.

Foreign proteins in the cytoplasm of LAB, even if they are
secreted by the natural host (e.g., tetanus toxin C-fragment),
typically trigger a satisfactory level of immune response (hu-
moral and cellular) (Grangette et al. 2002; Reveneau et al.
2002). Such localization avoids degradation of antigens by
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proteases present in the gastrointestinal tract, and it alsomakes
them available to the immune system of the host only after
lysis of the carrier strain cells. The release of larger quantities
of cytoplasmic antigen in vivo can be ensured using strains
with a knockout alr gene encoding alanine racemase
(Grangette et al. 2004; Hugentobler et al. 2012a; Corthesy
et al. 2005). The production of large quantities of foreign
protein in the cytoplasm is sometimes lethal to the carrier cells,
or the protein may be intensively degraded. The use of strains
that do not produce exo- or intracellular proteases such as
HtrA and Clp may sometimes allow appropriate production
of heterologous antigen (Morello et al. 2008). In some cases,
the only effective strategy is to change the location of the
antigen. Intracellular production of the E7 protein of human
papillomavirus type 16 (HPV-16) resulted in its rapid degra-
dation. The situation was not improved in an L. lactis strain
incapable of producing ClpP protease. Larger quantities of E7
were only obtained by anchoring of the E7 antigen to the cell
wall or releasing it into the environment (Bermudez-Humaran
et al. 2002; Cortes-Perez et al. 2003). Several strategies to
Bsend^ heterologous proteins to the cell surface of LAB
strains or into the environment have been developed. For an-
tigen secretion, the signal sequence of the protein Usp45 (un-
known secreted protein of 45 kDa)—the only L. lactis protein
secreted in significant quantities by L. lactis—is generally
used (van Asseldonk et al. 1990). The Usp45 signal sequence
also led to satisfactory secretion in Lactobacillus species. The
method to increase the efficiency of secretion is to fuse a
nucleotide sequence encoding the antigenic protein to a nu-
cleotide sequence encoding the synthetic peptide LEIS
STCDA (Guimaraes et al. 2006). Insertion of this peptide
potentially affects precursor conformation and thus facilitates
its processing by cytoplasmic secretory chaperones, or it
might optimize the charge balance around the signal cleavage
site to facilitate translocation (Le Loir et al. 1998).

Two strategies are used to present heterologous antigens on
the surface of LAB. The first makes use of the C terminus of
cell-anchored proteins that contain the LPXTG recognition
motif. Covalent cell-wall attachment of fusion proteins carry-
ing this motif depends on the activity of sortase A (SrtA), an
enzyme with transpeptidase activity (Call and Klaenhammer
2013). To date, the LPXTG motifs of the PrtP proteinase of
Lactococcus (Ramasamy et al. 2006), the PrtB proteinase of
L. delbrueckii subsp. bulgaricus (Kim et al. 2008), the M6
protein of S. pyogenes (Dieye et al. 2001; Ribeiro et al.
2002; Wieczorek and Martin 2010), and protein A of
Staphylococcus aureus have been used to ensure surface lo-
calization of different antigens (Steidler et al. 1998b). The
second approach is based on the peptidoglycan-binding (PA)
domain of some lactococcal proteins, such as AcmA, the ma-
jor autolysin of L. lactis (Buist et al. 1997). The PA is located
in the C terminus of AcmA and comprises three LysM motifs,
each with about 45 amino acids, separated by spacer

sequences. After secretion, AcmA is directed to the cell wall
and its C terminus determines its noncovalent binding to the
cell-wall peptidoglycan (Buist et al. 2008). It has been dem-
onstrated that hybrid PA fusions exhibited similar binding
(Bosma et al. 2006; Steen et al. 2003; Raha et al. 2005). In
addition, the LysM domains of other Gram-positive bacteria
bind heterologous proteins to the cell-wall peptidoglycan (Xu
et al. 2011; Turner et al. 2004; Hu et al. 2010). In 2011, lipo-
protein basic membrane protein A (BmpA), a component of
the classic ABC transporter responsible for the import of pu-
rines, was identified (Berlec et al. 2011). BmpA is covalently
anchored to the membrane bilayer. The possibility of using
this protein as a carrier of antigens is currently being examined
(Zadravec et al. 2014).

Determination of the genomic sequence of many LAB
strains has enabled analysis of their proteomes, including the
secretome (the set of proteins forming the cell envelope and
those secreted into the environment). These data may be used
to search for new strategies aimed at manipulating the locali-
zation of foreign antigens in the cells of the carrier.

The first study aimed at determining the significance of
antigen location for immune response induction used the
above-mentioned tetanus toxin C-fragment (TTFC)
(Reveneau et al. 2002). In that work, the authors evaluated
the immunogenicity of recombinant strains of L. plantarum
producing variants of TTFC that went to the cytoplasm, to the
cell wall or to the environment. They also tested three routes
of immunization in mice: subcutaneous, intragastric, or intra-
nasal. The immune responses (specific IgG in serum)
established after subcutaneous application did not depend on
the location of the antigen. In contrast, when administered to
mucosal surfaces of the stomach or nose, the best results were
obtained when the antigen was present in the cytoplasm.
Cytoplasmic production led to the highest production of
TTFC and that was believed to be the cause for the differences
observed. The quantity of antigen in the carrier cells after
intragastric administration is very important. A significant im-
mune response was observed following administration of
L. plantarum containing high amounts of TTFC protein
(Grangette et al. 2002). When lower amounts of the antigen
were present in the cytoplasm, the levels of IgG antibodies
only increased after intranasal administration. Furthermore,
these antibodies did not neutralize the tetanus toxin. A protec-
tive effect was only observed when LAB strains producing
high concentrations of the antigen were administered to the
nasal mucosa, which suggests that the amount of the antigen is
important for inducing antibodies with a high avidity
(Grangette et al. 2001, 2002).

The use of different carrier strains or different routes of
administration often makes it impossible to compare and eval-
uate the significance of antigen localization in the induction of
an immune response. For this reason, the studies of Marelli
et al. on the use of L. lactis as the carrier of the rotaviral VP8
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protein are noteworthy. In mice that were orally immunized
with a L. lactis strain producing the cytoplasmic form of VP8
antigen, significant levels of intestinal IgA antibodies were
observed. But when the VP8 antigen was anchored to the
L. lactis cell wall by S. pyogens M6 protein cell wall anchor
domain, the immune response included both specific sIgA
antibodies throughout the mucus membranes of the gastroin-
testinal tract, as well as induction of IgG antibodies.
Subsequently, the infectious ability of viral particles incubated
with antibodies isolated from the immunized animals was
studied using the MA-104 cell line (fetal monkey kidney cell
line). Antibodies from animals that were immunized using the
L. lactis strain with VP8 protein localized in the envelope
showed 100 % neutralization of the viral particles, whereas
antibodies from animals that were immunized using a strain
with cytoplasmic localization of the antigen showed only
50 % reduction of viral infectivity (Marelli et al. 2011). The
use of VP7 protein, a different rotavirus antigen, provided
contradictory data. Antibodies induced by a form of the pro-
tein anchored in the cell envelope did not neutralize viral
particles. The highest immunogenicity was exhibited by the
L. lactis strain that secreted VP7 protein into the environment
(Perez et al. 2005).

It has also been observed that the type of anchoring motif
on the surface of the antigen-presenting LAB cells may sig-
nificantly affect the efficacy of vaccination (Kajikawa et al.
2011). In the recent literature, the importance of the fate of the
antigen after it is delivered to the immunized organism is also
discussed. For example, an extremely positive effect was ob-
tained by generating a fusion of the protective antigen (PA) of
Bacillus anthracis with a peptide that delivers it to dendritic
cells (DCs) (Mohamadzadeh et al. 2009, 2010). Enhancement
of the immune response was also obtained by coexpression of
a Salmonella enterica gene encoding flagellin, a protein-
stimulating TLR5 receptors, and a gene encoding the Gag
HIV-1 protein in an L. acidophilus strain (Kajikawa et al.
2012).

Comparison of the effectiveness of live LAB strains and GEM
particles

In 2005, a new carrier system was developed using
nongenetically modified LAB (Bosma et al. 2006). When
LAB cells are treated with hot trichloroacetic acid, which de-
prives them of surface lipoteichoic acids, proteins, and the
cytoplasmic content, the peptidoglycan remains intact and
provides a particle shape similar to live cells. The resulting
particles are known as Gram-positive enhancer matrix
(GEMs). The procedure applies the antigen–PA fusion pro-
teins produced and purified from (recombinant) Escherichia
coli or L. lactis, which subsequently are mixed with GEM
particles. GEM particles reveal higher binding ability of fused
proteins containing PA domain than live LAB cells. Thus, this

strategy offers an opportunity to use nongenetically modi-
fied organism (non-GMO) and ready-to-go formulation.
The lack of recombinant DNA in this procedure eliminates
the risk of uncontrolled dissemination of nucleic acids into
the environment. An additional advantage of this strategy is
the stability of GEM particles and the possibility of long-
term storage (Bosma et al. 2006; van Roosmalen et al.
2006). Additionally, it has been recently shown that the
simple mixing the subunit vaccine with the GEM particles
results in a strongly enhanced immune response especially
after intranasal application (see below). Thus, the GEM
particles produced from a bacterium, which is used in the
production of dairy products, are more safe in comparison
to other adjuvants and can be considered as a candidate
adjuvant for mucosal use in humans. However, GEM par-
ticles have one disadvantage compared to using live LAB
strains (Lactobacillus) for immunization. Live strains can
colonize the gut, reducing the number of vaccine doses
needed and significantly simplifying the immunization
procedure.

So far, GEM particles have been tested as carriers to im-
munize against three pathogens: S. pneumoniae [IgA1 prote-
ase (IgA1p), putative proteinase maturation protein A
(PpmA), and streptococcal lipoprotein (SlrA)], Yersinia pestis
(the LcrV protein), and P. falciparum (the merozoite surface
antigen MSA2) (Audouy et al. 2006, 2007; Ramasamy et al.
2006; Ramirez et al. 2010). The immunogenicity and protec-
tive efficacy of L. lactis GEM particles displaying Y. pestis
LcrV was investigated in a neonatal mouse model. Newborn
mice immunized intranasally with GEM-LcrV developed
LcrV-specific antibodies, Th1-type cell mediated immunity,
and were protected against lethal Y. pestis (plague) infection
(Ramirez et al. 2010). GEM presenting MSA2 used to oral
immunizations of rabbits was equally efficient in eliciting
antigen-specific antibody responses as live L. lactis cells pro-
ducing the same antigen (Ramasamy et al. 2006). Intranasal
immunization with GEM particles displaying three pneumo-
coccal antigens (PpmA, SlrA, and IgA1p) showed significant
protection against fatal pneumococcal pneumonia in mice
(Audouy et al. 2006, 2007). It was also demonstrated that
the GEM particles may constitute a platform for presentation
of several antigens at the same time, which may be significant
for immunization against pathogens with a high genetic vari-
ability, such asCampylobacter jejuni, a leading cause of food-
borne gastrointestinal diseases (Kobierecka et al. 2015;
Wyszynska et al. 2004). The results illustrate the potential of
using nongenetically modified L. lactis as a safe vaccine de-
livery vehicle to elicit systemic antibodies, thereby avoiding
the dissemination of recombinant DNA into the environment.
When using GEM particles as a platform for presenting of
heterologous antigens, intranasal immunization is generally
most effective in respect to the induced immune response as
well as to the protective effect.
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GEM particles, though devoid of surface proteins, retain
inflammatory properties characteristic of live bacteria
(Audouy et al. 2006, 2007) and have adjuvant properties.
While analyzing the adjuvant properties of GEM particles, a
commercially available, monovalent H3N2 vaccine, contain-
ing hemagglutinin and GEM particles, was administered to
mice intranasally. In contrast to other experiments, the influ-
enza virus antigen was not anchored on the surface of the
GEM particles, but rather constituted a separate component
of the vaccine. While the resulting systemic response (IgG)
was similar to mice vaccinated intramuscularly with influenza
vaccine, the mucosal response (sIgA) was significantly higher
for the intranasal vaccination with GEM particles. An in-
creased number of cells producing IFN-γ was also observed,
which indicates the dominant response of the Th1-type lym-
phocytes (Saluja et al. 2010a). When GEM particles are used
as an adjuvant, the hemagglutinin dose can be reduced up to
fivefold and still induce a protective effect in mice (Saluja
et al. 2010b).

These promising results attracted interest from Mucosis
B.V., a Dutch biotechnology company (mucosis is the first
spin-off of the Biomade Technology Foundation) (Audouy
et al. 2006). A phase I clinical trial of a mucosis influenza
vaccine for human use (FluGEM) is almost finished.
FluGEM is the only vaccine, based on LAB as carriers, to
reach this stage of investigation.

LAB as DNA vaccines

Genetic immunization with plasmid DNA has been studied
for over 20 years, for both immunoprophylaxis of infectious
diseases and also cancer immunotherapy. DNA immunization
leads to the induction of both humoral and cellular immune
responses. Plasmid DNA can be delivered by intramuscular
injection (the so-called naked DNA immunization) or using
suitable bacterial carriers. The intensive studies conducted so
far have focused on the use of attenuated, enteroinvasive bac-
teria, such as Salmonella spp., Yersinia enterocolitica, or
Listeria monocytogenes, as well as appropriately modified
E. coli cells producing O listeriolysine (L. monocytogenes)
and/or invasin (Y. enterocolitica) as DNA carriers (Daudel
et al. 2007; Schoen et al. 2008). Initial studies have shown
that a 3-h incubation of L. lactis MG1363 strain, harboring
plasmid DNA, with CaCo-2 cells, results in the transfer of the
plasmid into the eukaryotic cells and expression of the plas-
mid (Guimaraes et al. 2006). DNA transfer has also been
observed in vivo in mice, after oral administration of the
L. lactis strain producing the tested allergen (BLG protein—
cow β-lactoglobulin). The presence of complementary DNA
(cDNA) and protein production in the cells of the small intes-
tine, and the production of specific IgG and IgA antibodies,
were both reported. The entry mechanism for the blg gene

remains unexplained. There are at least two possibilities: ei-
ther the eukaryotic cells take up plasmid DNA that is released
into the intestine from L. lactis, or L. lactis has been taken up
by the eukaryotic cells (Chatel et al. 2008).

Because LAB are generally thought to be incapable of in-
vading eukaryotic cells, strains were designed to interact with
eukaryotic cells, which would lead to their internalization.
Plasmid DNA transfer into eukaryotic cells has been inten-
sively studied using L. lactis that either extracellularly ex-
presses FnBPA protein (a fibronectin binding protein A of
S. aureus) or InlA (L. monocytogenes internalin). The
above-described blg gene and the gfp gene (encoding green
fluorescence protein) were used as reporter genes (cDNA).
FnBPA, tested both in vitro and in vivo, increased the amount
of DNA of the reporter gene in eukaryotic cells, but did not
increase the quantity of the antigen produced. The data addi-
tionally suggested different mechanisms for in vitro and
in vivo entry (Pontes et al. 2012). Similarly, elevated levels
of invasiveness and delivery of the GFP-coding plasmid were
observed in the in vitro experiment using L. lactis that
expressed the major InlA internalin of L. monocytogenes.
The receptor for internalin A is E-cadherin. Due to the struc-
ture of the various E-cadherins, InlA recognizes human but
not murine E-cadherin. The construction of a L. lactisNZ9000
strain exposed the mutated form of InlA, which binds to mu-
rine E-cadherin, making it possible to carry out in vivo exper-
iments in the murine model. These, like the in vitro experi-
ments, showed increased invasiveness of the strain, though
production of the analyzed protein (BLG) was not increased
in vivo (Innocentin et al. 2009; de Azevedo et al. 2012). The
in vitro analyses above, as well as the data on immunization
against S. pneumonia with pure plasmid DNA, obtained from
in vivo experiments (Ferreira et al. 2006; Vadesilho et al.
2012), suggest a high potential for application the LAB as
DNA vaccines.

Modulation of the activity of the immune system

Cytokines play an important role in cell signaling, transmit-
ting stimuli and directing immune responses. Attempts are
being made to use LAB strains to carry particles that can
control the type of induced immune response, with the main
focus on their use as therapy for inflammatory diseases of the
gastrointestinal tract (Wells and Mercenier 2008). LAB vec-
tors that express antigens of pathogenic microorganisms or
secrete cytokines into the environment should evoke a more
effective immune response. The first studies on using cyto-
kines in immunization with L. lactis involved intranasal ad-
ministration in mice of an L. lactis strain, producing both the
TTFC and biologically active murine cytokines IL-2 or IL-6.
Coproduction induced significantly higher levels of specific
IgG antibodies than when L. lactis produced only TTFC
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(Steidler et al. 1995, 1998a). The use of L. lactis expressing
chicken interleukin 2 (chIL-2) together with avian influenza
hemagglutinin (H5) also revealed adjuvant properties of chIL-
2, and the study suggests that L. lactis could be a promising
candidate as antigen carrier in vaccines against avian flu
(Szatraj et al. 2014). In recent years, the influence of IL-12
on the immune system has been extensively studied. One of
the promising examples of IL-12 in immunoprophylaxis is the
development of a vaccine against leishmaniasis, an infectious
disease caused by Leishmania parasites that kills 50,000 peo-
ple a year worldwide. Two L. lactis strains were developed,
one producing an L. major antigen, LACK, anchored to the
bacterial cell wall, and the second secreting active murine IL-
12. Subcutaneous administration of both strains to mice re-
sulted in a specific Th1 response (Hugentobler et al. 2012b). A
strain capable of simultaneous expression of the LACK anti-
gen and IL-12 evoked an immune response that protected
mice from a subsequent infection by L. major (Hugentobler
et al. 2012a).

Summary

In the two decades since the first reports, many studies of LAB
as vaccine vectors have been published. Most of these used
LAB as carriers of foreign antigens to immunize against path-
ogens that enter the human body through the mucous mem-
branes of the respiratory and digestive tracts. LAB strains
show enormous potential, especially the use of members of
the Lactobacillus genus for immunoprophylaxis. However,
results of the many studies are difficult to compare and inter-
pret due to the high diversity of bacterial physiology and ge-
netics within the LAB group. The LAB are characterized not
only by a varied ability to survive in the intestinal environment
but also by a varied interaction of the bacteria with epithelial
surfaces and lymphatic cells, even among strains of the same
species. In conclusion, it should be emphasized that each po-
tential vaccine that uses LAB as antigen carriers will probably
require different genetic constructs, in terms of the localization
of the antigen in the carrier cell, and different immunization
schedules. Furthermore, the efficacy of these constructs will
only be known through in vitro and in vivo testing. GEM
particles are nonlive and nonrecombinant derivative of
L. lactis. Thus, this strategy eliminates all risks attributable
to GMO application. However, using GEMswill require com-
plicated immunization procedure. They are not effective when
used for oral immunization but efficacious when administered
by intranasal route. On the other hand, so far tested genetically
modified live LAB carriers of heterologous antigens contain
plasmids harboring genes conditioning antibiotics resistance.
Thus, introducing these strains for human or animal vaccina-
tion will require construction of specific host–vector balance
systems in which the chromosomal deletions of housekeeping

genes will be complemented by wild-type copies of genes
present on plasmids. This strategy, which eliminates drug-
resistancemarkers in live vaccines, has been successfully used
in case of other live vaccines. Based on so far published data,
using GEM vs live LAB strains for human immunization will
be determined by the required type of immune response as
well as by the most efficient route of immunization, and it
has to be verified in clinical trials.

Acknowledgments The work was supported by grants from the Na-
tional Science Center, Poland (grant no. 2011/03/B/NZ1/00592) and by
European Funds Portal Innovative Economy BCentre of medicinal prod-
uct biotechnology. Package of innovative biopharmaceuticals for human
and animal therapy and prophylactics^ (POIG.01.01.02.-14-007/08-06).
We thank Dr J. Hansen for his critical reading of the manuscript.

Open Access This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License which permits any use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author(s) and the
source are credited.

References

Audouy SA, van Roosmalen ML, Neef J, Kanninga R, Post E, van
Deemter M, Metselaar H, van Selm S, Robillard GT, Leenhouts
KJ, Hermans PW (2006) Lactococcus lactis GEM particles
displaying pneumococcal antigens induce local and systemic im-
mune responses following intranasal immunization. Vaccine
24(26):5434–5441

Audouy SA, van Selm S, van Roosmalen ML, Post E, Kanninga R, Neef
J, Estevao S, Nieuwenhuis EE, Adrian PV, Leenhouts K, Hermans
PW (2007) Development of lactococcal GEM-based pneumococcal
vaccines. Vaccine 25(13):2497–2506

Benbouziane B, Ribelles P, Aubry C, Martin R, Kharrat P, Riazi A,
Langella P, Bermudez-Humaran LG (2013) Development of a
stress-inducible controlled expression (SICE) system in
Lactococcus lactis for the production and delivery of therapeutic
molecules at mucosal surfaces. J Biotechnol 168(2):120–129

Berlec A, Zadravec P, Jevnikar Z, Strukelj B (2011) Identification of
candidate carrier proteins for surface display on Lactococcus lactis
by theoretical and experimental analyses of the surface proteome.
Appl Environ Microb 77(4):1292–1300

Bermudez-Humaran LG, Langella P, Miyoshi A, Gruss A, Guerra RT,
Montes de Oca-Luna R, Le Loir Y (2002) Production of human
papillomavirus type 16 E7 protein in Lactococcus lactis. Appl
Environ Microb 68(2):917–922

Bermudez-Humaran LG, Kharrat P, Chatel JM, Langella P (2011)
Lactococci and lactobacilli as mucosal delivery vectors for therapeu-
tic proteins and DNA vaccines. Microb Cell Fact 10 Suppl 1:S4

Bolotin A, Wincker P, Mauger S, Jaillon O, Malarme K, Weissenbach J,
Ehrlich SD, Sorokin A (2001) The complete genome sequence of
the lactic acid bacterium Lactococcus lactis ssp. lactis IL1403.
Genome Res 11(5):731–753

Bosma T, Kanninga R, Neef J, Audouy SA, van RoosmalenML, Steen A,
Buist G, Kok J, Kuipers OP, Robillard G, Leenhouts K (2006) Novel
surface display system for proteins on non-genetically modified
Gram-positive bacteria. Appl Environ Microb 72(1):880–889

Bron PA, Grangette C, Mercenier A, de Vos WM, Kleerebezem M
(2004a) Identification of Lactobacillus plantarum genes that are
induced in the gastrointestinal tract of mice. J Bacteriol 186(17):
5721–5729

2974 Appl Microbiol Biotechnol (2015) 99:2967–2977



Bron PA, Hoffer SM, Van S II, De Vos WM, Kleerebezem M (2004b)
Selection and characterization of conditionally active promoters in
Lactobacillus plantarum, using alanine racemase as a promoter
probe. Appl Environ Microb 70(1):310–317

Bron PA, Marco M, Hoffer SM, Van Mullekom E, de Vos WM,
Kleerebezem M (2004c) Genetic characterization of the bile salt
response in Lactobacillus plantarum and analysis of responsive pro-
moters in vitro and in situ in the gastrointestinal tract. J Bacteriol
186(23):7829–7835

Buist G, Karsens H, Nauta A, van Sinderen D, Venema G, Kok J (1997)
Autolysis of Lactococcus lactis caused by induced overproduction
of its major autolysin, AcmA. Appl Environ Microb 63(7):2722–
2728

Buist G, Steen A, Kok J, Kuipers OP (2008) LysM, a widely distributed
protein motif for binding to (peptido)glycans. Mol Microbiol 68(4):
838–847

Call EK, Klaenhammer TR (2013) Relevance and application of sortase
and sortase-dependent proteins in lactic acid bacteria. Front
Microbiol 4:73

Chatel JM, Pothelune L, Ah-Leung S, Corthier G, Wal JM, Langella P
(2008) In vivo transfer of plasmid from food-grade transiting
lactococci to murine epithelial cells. Gene Ther 15(16):1184–1190

Cortes-Perez NG, Bermudez-Humaran LG, Le Loir Y, Rodriguez-Padilla
C, Gruss A, Saucedo-Cardenas O, Langella P, Montes-de-Oca-Luna
R (2003) Mice immunization with live lactococci displaying a sur-
face anchored HPV-16 E7 oncoprotein. FEMS Microbiol Lett
229(1):37–42

Cortes-Perez NG, Lefevre F, Corthier G, Adel-Patient K, Langella P,
Bermudez-Humaran LG (2007) Influence of the route of immuniza-
tion and the nature of the bacterial vector on immunogenicity of
mucosal vaccines based on lactic acid bacteria. Vaccine 25(36):
6581–6588

Corthesy B, Boris S, Isler P, Grangette C, Mercenier A (2005) Oral im-
munization of mice with lactic acid bacteria producingHelicobacter
pylori urease B subunit partially protects against challenge with
Helicobacter felis. J Infect Dis 192(8):1441–1449

Daniel C, Roussel Y, Kleerebezem M, Pot B (2011) Recombinant lactic
acid bacteria as mucosal biotherapeutic agents. Trends Biotechnol
29(10):499–508

Daudel D, Weidinger G, Spreng S (2007) Use of attenuated bacteria as
delivery vectors for DNAvaccines. Expert Rev Vaccines 6(1):97–110

de Azevedo M, Karczewski J, Lefevre F, Azevedo V, Miyoshi A, Wells
JM, Langella P, Chatel JM (2012) In vitro and in vivo characteriza-
tion of DNAdelivery using recombinant Lactococcus lactis express-
ing a mutated form of L. monocytogenes Internalin A. BMC
Microbiol 12:299

de Vos WM (1987) Gene cloning and expression in lactic streptococci.
FEMS Microbiol Rev 46:281–295

de Vos WM (2011) Systems solutions by lactic acid bacteria: from para-
digms to practice. Microb Cell Fact 10 Suppl 1:S2

Dieye Y, Usai S, Clier F, Gruss A, Piard JC (2001) Design of a protein-
targeting system for lactic acid bacteria. J Bacteriol 183(14):4157–4166

Duong T,MillerMJ, Barrangou R, Azcarate-PerilMA, Klaenhammer TR
(2011) Construction of vectors for inducible and constitutive gene
expression in Lactobacillus. Microb Biotechnol 4(3):357–367

FAO/WHO (2001) Health and nutritional properties of probiotics in food
including powder milk with live lacti acid bacteria. Cordoba,
Argentina. http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/fs_
management/en/probiotics.pdf

Ferreira DM, Miyaji EN, Oliveira ML, Darrieux M, Areas AP, Ho PL,
Leite LC (2006) DNA vaccines expressing pneumococcal surface
protein a (PspA) elicit protection levels comparable to recombinant
protein. J Med Microbiol 55(Pt 4):375–378

Fontana L, Bermudez-Brito M, Plaza-Diaz J, Munoz-Quezada S, Gil A
(2013) Sources, isolation, characterisation and evaluation of
probiotics. Br J Nutr 109(Suppl 2):S35–50

Grangette C, Muller-Alouf H, Goudercourt D, Geoffroy MC, Turneer M,
Mercenier A (2001) Mucosal immune responses and protection
against tetanus toxin after intranasal immunizationwith recombinant
Lactobacillus plantarum. Infect Immun 69(3):1547–1553

Grangette C, Muller-Alouf H, Geoffroy M, Goudercourt D, Turneer M,
Mercenier A (2002) Protection against tetanus toxin after
intragastric administration of two recombinant lactic acid bacteria:
impact of strain viability and in vivo persistence. Vaccine 20(27–28):
3304–3309

Grangette C,Muller-AloufH,Hols P, Goudercourt D,Delcour J, TurneerM,
Mercenier A (2004) Enhanced mucosal delivery of antigen with cell
wall mutants of lactic acid bacteria. Infect Immun 72(5):2731–2737

Guimaraes VD, Innocentin S, Lefevre F, Azevedo V,Wal JM, Langella P,
Chatel JM (2006) Use of native lactococci as vehicles for delivery of
DNA into mammalian epithelial cells. Appl EnvironMicrob 72(11):
7091–7097

Hanniffy SB, Carter AT, Hitchin E, Wells JM (2007) Mucosal delivery of
a pneumococcal vaccine using Lactococcus lactis affords protection
against respiratory infection. J Infect Dis 195(2):185–193

Hu S, Kong J, Kong W, Guo T, Ji M (2010) Characterization of a novel
LysM domain from Lactobacillus fermentum bacteriophage
endolysin and its use as an anchor to display heterologous proteins
on the surfaces of lactic acid bacteria. Appl Environ Microb 76(8):
2410–2418

Hugentobler F, Di Roberto RB, Gillard J, Cousineau B (2012a) Oral
immunization using live Lactococcus lactis co-expressing LACK
and IL-12 protects BALB/c mice against Leishmania major infec-
tion. Vaccine 30(39):5726–5732

Hugentobler F, Yam KK, Gillard J, Mahbuba R, Olivier M, Cousineau B
(2012b) Immunization against Leishmania major infection using
LACK- and IL-12-expressing Lactococcus lactis induces delay in
footpad swelling. PLoS One 7(2):e30945

Innocentin S, Guimaraes V,Miyoshi A, Azevedo V, Langella P, Chatel JM,
Lefevre F (2009) Lactococcus lactis expressing either Staphylococcus
aureus fibronectin-binding protein A or Listeria monocytogenes
internalin a can efficiently internalize and deliver DNA in human
epithelial cells. Appl Environ Microb 75(14):4870–4878

Isolauri E, Salminen S, Ouwehand AC (2004) Microbial–gut interactions
in health and disease. Prob Best Prac Res ClinGastro 18(2):299–313

Iwaki M, Okahashi N, Takahashi I, Kanamoto T, Sugita-Konishi Y,
Aibara K, Koga T (1990) Oral immunization with recombinant
Streptococcus lactis carrying the Streptococcus mutans surface pro-
tein antigen gene. Infect Immun 58(9):2929–2934

Kajikawa A, Nordone SK, Zhang L, Stoeker LL, LaVoy AS,
Klaenhammer TR, Dean GA (2011) Dissimilar properties of two
recombinant Lactobacillus acidophilus strains displaying
Salmonella FliC with different anchoring motifs. Appl Environ
Microb 77(18):6587–6596

Kajikawa A, Zhang L, Long J, Nordone S, Stoeker L, LaVoy A,
Bumgardner S, Klaenhammer T, Dean G (2012) Construction and
immunological evaluation of dual cell surface display of HIV-1 gag
and Salmonella enterica serovar Typhimurium FliC in Lactobacillus
acidophilus for vaccine delivery. Clin Vaccine Immunol 19(9):
1374–1381. doi:10.1128/CVI. 00049-12

Kim TW, Igimi S, Kajikawa A, Kim HY (2008) Display of heterologous
proteins on the surface of Lactococcus lactis using the H and W
domain of PrtB from Lactobacillus delburueckii subsp. bulgaricus
as an anchoring matrix. J Appl Microbiol 104(6):1636–1643

Kobierecka P, Wyszyńska A, Maruszewska M, Wojtania A, Żylińska J,
Bardowski J, Jagusztyn-Krynicka EK (2015) Lactic acid bacteria as
a surface display platform for Campylobacter jejuni antigens. J Mol
Microbiol Biotechnol 25(1):1–10. doi:10.1159/000368780

Kok J, van der Vossen JM, Venema G (1984) Construction of plasmid
cloning vectors for lactic streptococci which also replicate in
Bacillus subtilis and Escherichia coli. Appl Environ Microb 48(4):
726–731

Appl Microbiol Biotechnol (2015) 99:2967–2977 2975

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/fs_management/en/probiotics.pdf
http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/fs_management/en/probiotics.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1128/CVI.%2000049-12
http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000368780


Le Loir Y, Gruss A, Ehrlich SD, Langella P (1998) A nine-residue syn-
thetic propeptide enhances secretion efficiency of heterologous pro-
teins in Lactococcus lactis. J Bacteriol 180(7):1895–1903

Lee MH, Roussel Y, Wilks M, Tabaqchali S (2001) Expression of
Helicobacter pylori urease subunit B gene in Lactococcus lactis
MG1363 and its use as a vaccine delivery system against H. pylori
infection in mice. Vaccine 19(28–29):3927–3935

Li X, Xing Y, Guo L, Lv X, Song H, Xi T (2014) Oral immunization with
recombinant Lactococcus lactis delivering a multi-epitope antigen
CTB-UE attenuates Helicobacter pylori infection in mice. Pathog
Dis 72(1):78–86

Linares DM, Kok J, Poolman B (2010) Genome sequences of
Lactococcus lactisMG1363 (revised) and NZ9000 and comparative
physiological studies. J Bacteriol 192(21):5806–5812

Llull D, Poquet I (2004) New expression system tightly controlled by zinc
availability in Lactococcus lactis. Appl Environ Microb 70(9):
5398–5406

Macho Fernandez E, Pot B, Grangette C (2011) Beneficial effect of
probiotics in IBD: are peptidogycan and NOD2 the molecular key
effectors? Gut Microbes 2(5):280–286

Madsen SM, Arnau J, Vrang A, Givskov M, Israelsen H (1999)
Molecular characterization of the pH-inducible and growth phase-
dependent promoter P170 of Lactococcus lactis. Mol Microbiol
32(1):75–87

Maidin MS, Song AA, Jalilsood T, Sieo CC, Yusoff K, Rahim RA (2014)
Construction of a novel inducible expression vector for Lactococcus
lactis M4 and Lactobacillus plantarum Pa21. Plasmid 74:32–38

Marelli B, Perez AR, Banchio C, de Mendoza D, Magni C (2011) Oral
immunization with live Lactococcus lactis expressing rotavirus VP8
subunit induces specific immune response in mice. J Virol Methods
175(1):28–37

Mierau I, Kleerebezem M (2005) 10 years of the nisin-controlled gene
expression system (NICE) in Lactococcus lactis. Appl Microbiol
Biot 68(6):705–717

Mohamadzadeh M, Duong T, Sandwick SJ, Hoover T, Klaenhammer
TR (2009) Dendritic cell targeting of Bacillus anthracis protective
antigen expressed by Lactobacillus acidophilus protects mice
from lethal challenge. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 106(11):4331–
4336

Mohamadzadeh M, Durmaz E, Zadeh M, Pakanati KC, Gramarossa M,
Cohran V, Klaenhammer TR (2010) Targeted expression of anthrax
protective antigen by Lactobacillus gasseri as an anthrax vaccine.
Future Microbiol 5(8):1289–1296

Moorthy G, Ramasamy R (2007) Mucosal immunisation of mice with
malaria protein on lactic acid bacterial cell walls. Vaccine 25(18):
3636–3645

Morello E, Bermudez-Humaran LG, Llull D, Sole V, Miraglio N,
Langella P, Poquet I (2008) Lactococcus lactis, an efficient cell
factory for recombinant protein production and secretion. J Mol
Microbiol Biotechnol 14(1–3):48–58

Mu D, Montalban-Lopez M, Masuda Y, Kuipers OP (2013) Zirex: a
novel zinc-regulated expression system for Lactococcus lactis.
Appl Environ Microb 79(14):4503–4508

Oliveira ML, Areas AP, Campos IB, Monedero V, Perez-Martinez G,
Miyaji EN, Leite LC, Aires KA, Lee Ho P (2006) Induction of
systemic and mucosal immune response and decrease in
Streptococcus pneumoniae colonization by nasal inoculation of
mice with recombinant lactic acid bacteria expressing pneumococ-
cal surface antigen A. Microbes Infect 8(4):1016–1024

Perez CA, Eichwald C, Burrone O, Mendoza D (2005) Rotavirus vp7
antigen produced by Lactococcus lactis induces neutralizing anti-
bodies in mice. J Appl Microbiol 99(5):1158–1164

Pontes D, Innocentin S, Del Carmen S, Almeida JF, Leblanc JG, de
Moreno De Leblanc A, Blugeon S, Cherbuy C, Lefevre F,
Azevedo V, Miyoshi A, Langella P, Chatel JM (2012) Production
of fibronectin binding protein A at the surface of Lactococcus lactis

increases plasmid transfer in vitro and in vivo. PLoS One 7(9):
e44892

Radziwill-Bienkowska JM, Zochowska D, Bardowski J, Mercier-Bonin
M, Kowalczyk M (2014) Lactococcus lactis IBB477 presenting
adhesive and muco-adhesive properties as a candidate carrier strain
for oral vaccination against influenza virus. Acta Biochim Pol 61(3):
603–607

Raha AR, Varma NR, Yusoff K, Ross E, Foo HL (2005) Cell surface
display system for Lactococcus lactis: a novel development for oral
vaccine. Appl Microbiol Biot 68(1):75–81

Ramasamy R, Yasawardena S, Zomer A, Venema G, Kok J, Leenhouts K
(2006) Immunogenicity of a malaria parasite antigen displayed by
Lactococcus lactis in oral immunisations. Vaccine 24(18):3900–
3908

Ramirez K, Ditamo Y, Rodriguez L, Picking WL, van Roosmalen ML,
Leenhouts K, Pasetti MF (2010) Neonatal mucosal immunization
with a non-living, non-genetically modified Lactococcus lactis vac-
cine carrier induces systemic and local Th1-type immunity and pro-
tects against lethal bacterial infection. Mucosal Immunol 3(2):159–
171

Reveneau N, Geoffroy MC, Locht C, Chagnaud P, Mercenier A (2002)
Comparison of the immune responses induced by local immuniza-
tions with recombinant Lactobacillus plantarum producing tetanus
toxin fragment C in different cellular locations. Vaccine 20(13–14):
1769–1777

Ribeiro LA, Azevedo V, Le Loir Y, Oliveira SC, Dieye Y, Piard JC, Gruss
A, Langella P (2002) Production and targeting of the Brucella
abortus antigen L7/L12 in Lactococcus lactis: a first step towards
food-grade live vaccines against brucellosis. Appl Environ Microb
68(2):910–916

Saluja V, Amorij JP, van Roosmalen ML, Leenhouts K, Huckriede A,
Hinrichs WL, Frijlink HW (2010a) Intranasal delivery of influenza
subunit vaccine formulated with GEM particles as an adjuvant.
AAPS J 12(2):109–116

Saluja V, Visser MR, Ter Veer W, van Roosmalen ML, Leenhouts K,
Hinrichs WL, Huckriede A, Frijlink HW (2010b) Influenza
antigen-sparing by immune stimulation with Gram-positive enhanc-
er matrix (GEM) particles. Vaccine 28(50):7963–7969

Schoen C, Loeffler DI, Frentzen A, Pilgrim S, Goebel W, Stritzker J
(2008) Listeria monocytogenes as novel carrier system for the de-
velopment of live vaccines. Int J Med Microbiol 298(1–2):45–58

Shareck J, Choi Y, Lee B, Miguez CB (2004) Cloning vectors based on
cryptic plasmids isolated from lactic acid bacteria: their characteris-
tics and potential applications in biotechnology. Crit Rev Biotechnol
24(4):155–208

Simon D, Chopin A (1988) Construction of a vector plasmid family and
its use for molecular cloning in Streptococcus lactis. Biochimie
70(4):559–566

Steen A, Buist G, Leenhouts KJ, El Khattabi M, Grijpstra F, Zomer AL,
Venema G, Kuipers OP, Kok J (2003) Cell wall attachment of a
widely distributed peptidoglycan binding domain is hindered by cell
wall constituents. J Biol Chem 278(26):23874–23881

Steidler L, Wells JM, Raeymaekers A, Vandekerckhove J, Fiers W,
Remaut E (1995) Secretion of biologically active murine
interleukin-2 by Lactococcus lactis subsp. lactis. Appl Environ
Microb 61(4):1627–1629

Steidler L, Robinson K, Chamberlain L, Schofield KM, Remaut E,
Le Page RW, Wells JM (1998a) Mucosal delivery of murine
interleukin-2 (IL-2) and IL-6 by recombinant strains of Lactococcus
lactis coexpressing antigen and cytokine. Infect Immun 66(7):3183–
3189

Steidler L, Viaene J, Fiers W, Remaut E (1998b) Functional display of a
heterologous protein on the surface of Lactococcus lactis by means
of the cell wall anchor of Staphylococcus aureus protein A. Appl
Environ Microb 64(1):342–345

2976 Appl Microbiol Biotechnol (2015) 99:2967–2977



Stoeker L, Nordone S, Gunderson S, Zhang L, Kajikawa A, LaVoy A,
Miller M, Klaenhammer TR, Dean GA (2011) Assessment of
Lactobacillus gasseri as a candidate oral vaccine vector. Clin
Vaccine Immunol 18(11):1834–1844

Szatraj K, Szczepankowska AK, Saczynska V, Florys K, Gromadzka B,
Lepek K, Plucienniczak G, Szewczyk B, Zagorski-Ostoja W,
Bardowski J (2014) Expression of avian influenza haemagglutinin
(H5) and chicken interleukin 2 (chIL-2) under control of the ptcB
promoter in Lactococcus lactis. Acta Biochim Pol 61(3):609–614

Turner MS, Hafner LM, Walsh T, Giffard PM (2004) Identification and
characterization of the novel LysM domain-containing surface pro-
tein Sep from Lactobacillus fermentum BR11 and its use as a pep-
tide fusion partner in Lactobacillus and Lactococcus. Appl Environ
Microb 70(6):3673–3680

Vadesilho CF, Ferreira DM, Moreno AT, Chavez-Olortegui C, Machado
de Avila RA, Oliveira ML, Ho PL, Miyaji EN (2012)
Characterization of the antibody response elicited by immunization
with pneumococcal surface protein A (PspA) as recombinant protein
or DNA vaccine and analysis of protection against an intranasal
lethal challenge with Streptococcus pneumoniae. Microb pathogen-
esis 53(5–6):243–249

van AsseldonkM, Rutten G, OtemanM, Siezen RJ, de VosWM, Simons
G (1990) Cloning of usp45, a gene encoding a secreted protein from
Lactococcus lactis subsp. lactis MG1363. Gene 95(1):155–160

van Roosmalen ML, Kanninga R, El Khattabi M, Neef J, Audouy S,
Bosma T, Kuipers A, Post E, Steen A, Kok J, Buist G, Kuipers
OP, Robillard G, Leenhouts K (2006) Mucosal vaccine delivery of
antigens tightly bound to an adjuvant particle made from food-grade
bacteria. Methods 38(2):144–149

Villena J, Medina M, Raya R, Alvarez S (2008) Oral immunization with
recombinant Lactococcus lactis confers protection against respirato-
ry pneumococcal infection. Can J Microbiol 54(10):845–853

Villena J, Medina M, Racedo S, Alvarez S (2010) Resistance of young
mice to pneumococcal infection can be improved by oral

vaccination with recombinant Lactococcus lactis. J Microbiol
Immunol Infect 43(1):1–10

Villena J, Oliveira ML, Ferreira PC, Salva S, Alvarez S (2011) Lactic acid
bacteria in the prevention of pneumococcal respiratory infection:
future opportunities and challenges. Int Immunopharmacol 11(11):
1633–1645

Wegmann U, O’Connell-MotherwayM, Zomer A, Buist G, Shearman C,
Canchaya C, VenturaM, GoesmannA, GassonMJ, Kuipers OP, van
Sinderen D, Kok J (2007) Complete genome sequence of the proto-
type lactic acid bacterium Lactococcus lactis subsp. cremoris
MG1363. J Bacteriol 189(8):3256–3270

Wells JM, Mercenier A (2008) Mucosal delivery of therapeutic and pro-
phylactic molecules using lactic acid bacteria. Nat Rev Microbiol
6(5):349–362

Wieczorek AS, Martin VJ (2010) Engineering the cell surface display of
cohesins for assembly of cellulosome-inspired enzyme complexes
on Lactococcus lactis. Microb Cell Fact 9:69

Wyszynska A, Raczko A, Lis M, Jagusztyn-Krynicka EK (2004) Oral
immunization of chickens with avirulent Salmonella vaccine strain
carrying C. jejuni 72Dz/92 cjaA gene elicits specific humoral im-
mune response associated with protection against challenge with
wild-type Campylobacter. Vaccine 22(11–12):1379–1389

Xu W, Huang M, Zhang Y, Yi X, Dong W, Gao X, Jia C (2011) Novel
surface display system for heterogonous proteins on Lactobacillus
plantarum. Lett Appl Microbiol 53(6):641–648

Zadravec P, Mavric A, Bogovic Matijasic B, Strukelj B, Berlec A (2014)
Engineering BmpA as a carrier for surface display of IgG-binding
domain on Lactococcus lactis. Protein Eng Des Sel 27(1):21–27

Zeuthen LH, Fink LN, Frokiaer H (2008) Toll-like receptor 2 and
nucleotide-binding oligomerization domain-2 play divergent roles
in the recognition of gut-derived lactobacilli and bifidobacteria in
dendritic cells. Immunology 124(4):489–502

Appl Microbiol Biotechnol (2015) 99:2967–2977 2977


	Lactic acid bacteria—20&newnbsp;years exploring their potential as live vectors for mucosal vaccination
	Abstract
	Characteristics of lactic acid bacteria
	Genetic engineering tools used for cloning heterologous genes in Lactococcus lactis
	Genetic engineering tools used for cloning heterologous genes in Lactobacillus spp.
	LAB as carriers of heterologous bacterial, parasitic, and viral antigens
	Routes of administration
	Carrier strains
	The roles of antigen location and amount
	Comparison of the effectiveness of live LAB strains and GEM particles

	LAB as DNA vaccines
	Modulation of the activity of the immune system
	Summary
	References


