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                    Abstract
The effects of diabetes on cytochrome P450 (CYP)-dependent drug metabolizing enzymes are yet to be clarified. The most widely used animals in these studies have been rats, and information on the effects of diabetes on rabbit liver drug metabolizing enzymes have been unavailable until now. In this study, for the first time, a significant induction of liver CYP2E1 is demonstrated via immunoblot analysis in alloxan-induced rabbits. The CYP2E1 content of diabetic microsomes was highly correlated with the activities of liver aniline 4-hydroxylase (r=0.82, p<0.05), and p-nitrophenol hydroxylase (r=0.86, p<0.01), and diabetes increased the activities of the enzymes associated with CYP2E1. The activities of aniline 4-hydroxylase and p-nitrophenol hydroxylase were significantly increased by 1.7 and 1.8-fold, respectively compared to those of control rabbits. In marked contrast, diabetes had no effect on the protein levels of CYP2B4 as determined by immunoblotting and on benzphetamine N-demethylase activity, which is known to be specifically metabolized by CYP2B4 in rabbit liver. The present study demonstrates that diabetes increases the activities of CYP2E1 and associated enzymes but does not change the activity levels of CYP2B4 and associated enzymes in diabetic rabbits. These findings are in contrast to those of mice, hamsters and rats, and that suggest the presence of species-dependent responses of CYP-dependent drug metabolizing enzymes to diabetes.
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