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Dear Editor,
Thank you for redirecting the letter regarding the con-

cern for our paper published in Osteoporosis International. 
It appears that the author has two primary concerns: first, the 
statement in our paper about the novelty of our approach, and 
secondly, that their papers were not referenced. We appreci-
ate the opportunity to clarify and address both concerns.

In his letter, Prof. Aspen asserts that we have claimed to 
be the first to use 2D SSM and SAM. This is incorrect. In 
the abstract, we state that “a new technique” was presented 
and assessed, which is true. Our algorithms were new and 
accounted for a wide variety of factors not included in previ-
ous studies. In our introductory section, we presented several 
previous studies that have used these techniques (references 
16–21 in our paper). We stated very clearly that it is a well-
established and widely used technique. Our literature review 
did focus on 3D studies, as these have been the more recent 
area of focus (and builds on the previous body of knowledge 
from 2D work), whereas Prof. Aspen’s previous work in the 
field was on 2D studies. It appears that he would have preferred 
us to approach our introduction starting from 2D SAM/SSM, 
but we believe that this is simply a difference in opinion on the 
method of writing the background and does not invalidate our 
introduction or literature review.

We have reviewed the references provided by Prof. Aspden 
and acknowledge his contributions to this field. He has published 
on the development of active shape modeling, and we apologize 
for not including reference to his papers in our literature sec-
tion. However, upon close inspection, we still believe that our 
study represents novelty beyond what he has produced in the past 
(including methods for combining shape and appearance mod-
eling, a unique approach to selection of modes, and enhanced 
evaluation of the techniques in comparison with clinical metrics).

With our respectful apologies for not including citation 
of his previous work, we stand by our paper for its value and 
contributions to the field and believe that any other criticism 
is the result of differences in writing style and emphasis.

On behalf of all authors,

Dr. Cheryl E. Quenneville
Associate Professor
Department of Mechanical Engineering, School of Biomedi-
cal Engineering
McMaster University
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