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The article by Haylen et al., “An International Urogynecol-
ogical Association (IUGA) / International Continence Society
(ICS) Joint Report on the Terminology for Female Pelvic
Floor Dysfunction” in the current issues of International
Urogynecology Journal and Neurourology & Urodynamics
represents a historic milestone in the history of two great
organizations dedicated to the care of incontinence and
pelvic floor dysfunction. Through the persistent efforts and
tireless work of Bernie Haylen and the wisdom and open-
mindedness of Dirk DeRidder, these respective heads of their
organizations’ standardization committees recognized that
the collaborative work of these two international organiza-
tions was the best way to approach refining the terminology
for female pelvic floor dysfunction. In doing so, they set a
precedent and a model for subsequent collaborative publica-
tions between these two organizations that can only serve to
improve the knowledge and communication of physicians,
nurses, physiotherapists and all the other clinicians and
scientists who work diligently to improve the lives of female
patients. IUGA and ICS have organized successful joint
annual meetings and we wish such success for this and other
future collaborative efforts.

This is the first time that female-specific terminology has
been developed. It represents a significant change from the

“First Report on the Standardisation of Terminology of Lower
Urinary Tract Function” which was first published in the
British Journal of Urology [1] in 1976. Many of the original
qualifications of terminology in the First Report have been
addressed over the past 33 years, but not in such a
comprehensive fashion for female pelvic floor dysfunction
as in this joint report by Haylen et al. This report combines the
input of members of the Standardization and Terminology
Committees of two international organizations, the Interna-
tional Urogynecological Association (IUGA) and the Interna-
tional Continence Society (ICS), assisted at intervals by many
external referees. Appropriate core clinical categories and a
subclassification were developed to give an alphanumeric
coding to each definition. An extensive process of 15 rounds
of internal and external review was developed to exhaustively
examine each definition, with decision-making by collective
opinion (consensus) followed by external review by the
members of both organizations on their websites.

The original Standardisation Committee was composed
of some of the greatest minds in dysfunction of the lower
urinary tract function, and revising their work and the
subsequent revision by Abrams et al. [2] in 2002 was very
difficult. It was hoped by the combined committees that
integration of this new terminology for females would be
easier to understand for the practicing clinician.

For this report on female terminology to be relevant, it
must be useful and become integrated into the daily lexicon
of healthcare providers of women. Therefore, it is important
that all of the members of the IUGA and the ICS adopt
these terms and recognize the source by qualifying all
scientific presentations with the quote that “Methods,
definitions and units conform to the standards recommended
by the International Urogynecological Association (IUGA) /
International Continence Society (ICS) Joint Report on the
Terminology for Female Pelvic Floor Dysfunction, except

The article discussed here can be found at doi:10.1007/s00192-009-
0976-9.
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where specifically noted”. It is observed that this is less
commonly done now in the literature than in decades past
and perhaps should be part of the review process for journals
in the field, as are many other standards. We encourage you
to review and adopt these terms in your daily work and to
feel free to bring forward any suggestions that you may have
for revision of this report in the future. Despite the
exhaustive review that went into the preparation of this
report, there is always room for critique and further revision.

References

1. Bates P, Bradley WE, Glen E, Melchior H, Rowan D, Sterling A,
Hald T (1976) First report on the standardization of terminology of
lower urinary tract function. Br J Urol 48:39–42

2. Abrams P, Cardozo L, Fall M, Griffiths D, Rosier P, Ulmsten U,
van Kerrebroeck P, Victor A, Wein A (2002) The standardization of
terminology of lower urinary tract function: report from the
standardisation sub-committee of the international continence
society. Neurourol Urodynam 21:167–78

4 Int Urogynecol J (2010) 21:3–4


	Editorial...
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


