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Appendix 1 Clinical practice guidelines with AGREE recommendation, standardized domain scores, and breakdown of item scores

Guideline title AGREE
recommendation

Standardized
domain scoresa

Number of items
scoring 1–2

Number of items
scoring 3–4

Guidelines for the
management of penetrating
brain injury [9]

Not recommended Domain 1: 67%
Domain 2: 25%
Domain 3: 61%
Domain 4: 58%
Domain 5: 3%
Domain 6: 8%

12 11

Guidelines for the
management of severe
traumatic brain injury [10]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 72%
Domain 2: 31%
Domain 3: 93%
Domain 4: 92%
Domain 5: 17%
Domain 6: 25%

7 16

Blunt cerebrovascular injury
practice management
guidelines [11]

Not recommended Domain 1: 67%
Domain 2: 17%
Domain 3: 57%
Domain 4: 60%
Domain 5: 8%
Domain 6: 0%

12 11

Guidelines for the
management of
aneurysmal subarachnoid
hemorrhage [12]

Not recommended Domain 1: 31%
Domain 2: 6%
Domain 3: 25%
Domain 4: 48%
Domain 5: 6%
Domain 6: 0%

17 6

Guidelines for the
management of
spontaneous intracerebral
hemorrhage [13]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 33%
Domain 2: 29%
Domain 3: 58%
Domain 4: 73%
Domain 5: 3%
Domain 6: 58%

11 12

Guideline on the
management of status
epilepticus [14]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 44%
Domain 2: 21%
Domain 3: 63%
Domain 4: 67%
Domain 5: 0%
Domain 6: 38%

11 12

Clinical practice guidelines
for sustained use of
sedatives and analgesics in
the critically ill adult [15]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 47%
Domain 2: 38%
Domain 3: 57%
Domain 4: 88%
Domain 5: 28%
Domain 6: 46%

9 14

Clinical practice guidelines
for sustained
neuromuscular blockade in
the adult critically ill
patient [16]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 50%
Domain 2: 38%
Domain 3: 61%
Domain 4: 81%
Domain 5: 25%
Domain 6: 38%

8 15

Evidence-based clinical
practice guideline for the
prevention of ventilator-
associated pneumonia [17]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 75%
Domain 2: 65%
Domain 3: 95%
Domain 4: 79%
Domain 5: 39%
Domain 6: 96%

4 19

Guidelines for the
management of adults with
hospital-acquired,
ventilator-associated, and
healthcare-associated
pneumonia [18]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 64%
Domain 2: 25%
Domain 3: 39%
Domain 4: 75%
Domain 5: 22%
Domain 6: 67%

12 11
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Appendix 1 continued

Guideline title AGREE
recommendation

Standardized
domain scoresa

Number of items
scoring 1–2

Number of items
scoring 3–4

Consensus guidelines on the
management of
community-acquired
pneumonia in adults [19]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 81%
Domain 2: 44%
Domain 3: 55%
Domain 4: 90%
Domain 5: 56%
Domain 6: 71%

7 16

The American-European
consensus conference on
ARDS, part 2 [20]

Not recommended Domain 1: 42%
Domain 2: 19%
Domain 3: 17%
Domain 4: 35%
Domain 5: 11%
Domain 6: 0%

17 6

Hospital management of
adults with severe acute
respiratory syndrome
(SARS) if SARS
re-emerges [21]

Not recommended Domain 1: 44%
Domain 2: 17%
Domain 3: 13%
Domain 4: 40%
Domain 5: 0%
Domain 6: 0%

20 3

Inhaled nitric oxide therapy
in adults: European expert
recommendations [22]

Not recommended Domain 1: 39%
Domain 2: 19%
Domain 3: 23%
Domain 4: 40%
Domain 5: 3%
Domain 6: 83%

16 7

Surviving sepsis campaign:
international guidelines
for management of severe
sepsis and septic
shock [23]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 69%
Domain 2: 42%
Domain 3: 71%
Domain 4: 92%
Domain 5: 36%
Domain 6: 100%

6 17

Practice parameters for
hemodynamic support of
sepsis in adult patients [24]

Not recommended Domain 1: 61%
Domain 2: 38%
Domain 3: 35%
Domain 4: 71%
Domain 5: 6%
Domain 6: 4%

14 9

Evidence-based colloid use
in the critically ill [25]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 53%
Domain 2: 21%
Domain 3: 51%
Domain 4: 38%
Domain 5: 8%
Domain 6: 46%

13 10

Guidelines for
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and
emergency cardiovascular
care [26]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 64%
Domain 2: 38%
Domain 3: 62%
Domain 4: 77%
Domain 5: 33%
Domain 6: 67%

8 15

Guidelines for stress ulcer
prophylaxis [27]

Strongly
recommended

Domain 1: 75%
Domain 2: 46%
Domain 3: 73%
Domain 4: 73%
Domain 5: 39%
Domain 6: 63%

6 17

Guidelines for the selection
of anti-infective agents for
complicated intra-
abdominal infections [28]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 89%
Domain 2: 50%
Domain 3: 50%
Domain 4: 75%
Domain 5: 42%
Domain 6: 50%

8 15
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Appendix 1 continued

Guideline title AGREE
recommendation

Standardized
domain scoresa

Number of items
scoring 1–2

Number of items
scoring 3–4

Guidelines on antimicrobial
therapy for intra-
abdominal infections [29]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 89%
Domain 2: 27%
Domain 3: 79%
Domain 4: 88%
Domain 5: 0%
Domain 6: 4%

9 14

Management of critically ill
patients with severe acute
pancreatitis [30]

Not recommended Domain 1: 83%
Domain 2: 29%
Domain 3: 30%
Domain 4: 67%
Domain 5: 8%
Domain 6: 8%

13 10

Guidelines for the prevention
of intravascular catheter-
related infections [31]

Recommended
with alterations

Domain 1: 72%
Domain 2: 50%
Domain 3: 32%
Domain 4: 71%
Domain 5: 42%
Domain 6: 54%

12 11

Guidelines for the
management of
intravascular catheter-
related infections [32]

Not recommended Domain 1: 67%
Domain 2: 29%
Domain 3: 29%
Domain 4: 85%
Domain 5: 25%
Domain 6: 8%

12 11

a AGREE Domain 1: Scope and purpose; AGREE Domain 2: Stakeholder involvement; AGREE Domain 3: Rigor of development;
AGREE Domain 4: Clarity and presentation; AGREE Domain 5: Applicability; AGREE Domain 6: Editorial independence
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