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To the Editor: We would like to thank Dr Dankner and col-
leagues for their comments [1] on our paper [2].

First, we agree that sex-specific cancers, such as uterus,
ovary and prostate, must contribute to the observed sex differ-
ences with regards to the association between diabetes and all-
site cancer [1, 2]. However, in our analyses of site-specific
cancers and their association with diabetes, significant sex
differences were also observed for some non-sex-specific can-
cers, namely oral, stomach, liver and kidney cancer and leu-
kaemia [2]. We can only speculate the extent by which each
class of cancer contributes to the overall sex difference in the
association between diabetes and all-site cancer.

Second, we agree with the possibility that a diabetes–age
interaction may partially explain the observed sex differences
in the association between diabetes and cancer. However, al-
most all the data used in our study were pooled from published
data that did not include age by sex interactions. A future
large-scale meta-analysis of individual participant data could
address these issues.
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