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In many cases, chemical instrument re-
processing takes place at temperatures 
higher than 20 °C +/– 3 °C. This means 
that testing of disinfectants for their viru-
cidal efficacy requires the selection of vi-
ruses which have sufficient stability at the 
appropriate temperatures. However, the 
stability of the viruses used in the quan-
titative suspension test at 20 °C is limited, 
especially at temperatures above 40 °C. 
This is particularly true for polioviruses. 
For this reason, the thermostable parvo-
virus has long been used as a test virus for 
testing chemo-thermal processes for laun-
dry disinfection.

The DVV/RKI guideline does not dif-
ferentiate between procedures for laun-
dry disinfection and instrument disin-
fection as is the case in DIN EN 14476. 
For chemo-thermal laundry disinfection 
processes, the new version of the DVV/
RKI guideline of 01.12.2014 was adapt-
ed to the corresponding European stand-

ard DIN EN 14476 to 30 °C as lower lim-
it for the process temperature. In order 
to achieve an identical approach to this 
standard as well as to the updated VAH 
methods for instrument disinfection pro-
cedures, the DVV/RKI guideline in the 
version of 01.12.2014 is therefore clarified 
to the effect that from a temperature above 
40 °C only a parvovirus (bovine parvovi-
rus, strain Haden or Minute virus of Mice 
(MVM) ATCC VR-1346) has to be tested 
to demonstrate virucidal activity.
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