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ABSTRACT: Loop corrections to unequal-time correlation functions in Minkowski spacetime
exhibit secular growth due to a breakdown of time-dependent perturbation theory. This
is analogous to secular growth in equal-time correlators on time-dependent backgrounds,
except that in Minkowski the divergences must not signal a real IR issue. In this paper, we
calculate the late-time limit of the two-point correlator for different massless self-interacting
scalar quantum field theories on a Minkowski background. We first use a late-time version of
the in-in path integral starting in the vacuum of the free theory; in this limit, the calculation,
including UV renormalization, reduces to that in in-out. We find linear or logarithmic growth
in time, depending on whether the interaction strength is dimension-one or dimensionless,
respectively. We next develop the Weisskopf-Wigner resummation method, that proceeds by
demanding unitarity within a truncated Hilbert space, to calculate the resummed correlator
and find that it gives an exact exponentiation of the late-time perturbative result. The
resummed (unequal-time) correlator thus decays with an exponential or polynomial time-
dependence, which is suggestive of ‘universal’ behavior that depends on the dimensions of
the interaction strength.
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1 Introduction

The techniques of out-of-equilibrium quantum field theory have successfully been applied to
the calculation of observables in an inflationary Universe. Loop corrections to correlation
functions in inflation, and even in the simpler case of a massless self-interacting scalar
field on the Poincaré patch of de Sitter spacetime, however, are known to exhibit secular
growth and IR divergences; see [1-3] for detailed reviews. It has been argued in [4-6]
that the divergences may, in some cases, lead to a dynamical generation of mass for the
field. On the other hand, other works have argued that the infrared pathology in de Sitter
can be cured within a stochastic or Fokker-Planck-like approach [7, 8] and the curvature
perturbation in inflation remains massless due to a subtle cancellation between various
one-loop diagrams [9].

While part of the complication is unique to inflation/de Sitter, where one is calculating
time-dependent correlators on a time-dependent background, some of the divergences must
arise simply from the use of time-dependent perturbation theory. In this paper, we thus take



a step back and work in Minkowski spacetime, so that the background is time-independent
and the physical wavelength of modes is not a function of time either. We consider different
interacting theories of a massless scalar field ¢(%,t) in Minkowski, namely a A¢® interaction
in 4D and 6D and a A¢? interaction in 4D. We take particular care in renormalizing the
theory, choosing counterterms that respect the background Lorentz symmetry. We assume
that the interaction is switched on adiabatically in the infinite past, in which case the
correlators that we are interested in can be obtained using the standard techniques of
(equilibrium) in-out perturbation theory found in most textbooks on quantum field theory.
The finite-time calculation, on the other hand, can be done using (out-of-equilibrium) in-in
perturbation theory [10-17], and is carried out in a companion paper [18].

As will become clear in the paper, loop corrections to equal-time correlations in Minkow-
ski, calculated in the vacuum of the free theory, do not exhibit secular growth. Those to
unequal-time correlations, however, do grow with time. At second order in perturbation
theory, we find that the two-point correlator grows linearly in the difference of the two
times for A¢? in 4D (where A has dimensions of mass) and logarithmically for both A¢? in
6D and A¢* in 4D (where ) is dimensionless). These late-time divergences, however, must
be artificial and must disappear in a non-perturbative calculation since field correlations
would otherwise grow indefinitely without any time-dependence in the Hamiltonian. As
will also become clear in the paper, we should in fact expect the correlator to decay at late
times, due to the decay of a one-particle state.

We next use the Weisskopf-Wigner (WW) method to perform a late-time perturbative
resummation of the correlator. The WW method was originally developed to calculate the
decay width of an atomic system in quantum electrodynamics [19]. It was generalized to
study the perturbative stability of quantum fields on a de Sitter background in [20], where
it was also shown to connect to the dynamical renormalization group approach. The WW
method resums various transition amplitudes by demanding unitarity within a truncated
Hilbert space. For the correlator calculation that we are interested in, it turns out that we
need to perform the resummation twice and consider only those states that are connected to
the starting state at first order in the interaction. We find that the resummed result for the
unequal-time two-point correlator is an exact exponentiation of the late-time perturbative
result and decays exponentially for A¢3 in 4D and polynomially for both A¢? in 6D and
At in 4D.

The paper is organized as follows. We set up our notation and the problem in section 2.
In section 3, we explain why in-out perturbation theory suffices for the calculation that we
are interested in and use it to calculate the unequal-time two-point correlator for different
interactions, including the requisite renormalization counterterms. The loop integrals
encountered in this section can be found in standard textbooks, but are shown in two
appendices to make the paper self-sufficient. In section 4, we briefly review the WW
resummation method and use it to calculate the resummed late-time two-point correlator
for different interactions, including the renormalization counterterms. Details of the vacuum
state amplitudes encountered in this section are also relegated to two appendices. In
section 5, we briefly discuss how the geometric series resummation that can be performed
for in-out correlators compares to results obtained using the WW resummation method,



and highlight what type of diagrams are resummed by the WW method. We end with a
discussion in section 6.

2 Setup

Consider the Schrodinger picture field operator ®g(Z) with eigenstates |4(-)) and eigenvalues
#(Z), so that ®5(Z)|A(-)) = ¢(Z)|H(-)). The dot here indicates all field configurations and the
completeness relation is given by [ De(F)|¢(F))(#(Z)| = 1. In this paper, we are interested
in calculating the connected correlation function Tr[p(to)® (&, t)®(Z, t/ )], or rather its
spatial Fourier transform, with ¢ > ¢, for different self-interacting field theories; here p(tg) is
the initial density operator for the field, which we choose to coincide with the free theory’s
ground state, and @(f, t) is the Heisenberg picture field operator. The standard method
to do this calculation uses the in-in path integral approach, that we discuss in detail in
a companion paper [18]. In this paper, we restrict to the late-time limit ¢y — —oc or,
equivalently, ¢,t > ty and study secular growth in the limit that ¢ > t. In the late-time
limit, and with our choice of initial state, it turns out that the scattering or in-out approach
suffices, as we discuss in the next section.

We specifically consider the action S[¢] = [d% L[¢] in d-dimensional Minkowski
spacetime with the following two Lagrangian densities,

1 1 1 1 1 1
Ls]p] = —5(00@)2 - §m2q§2 — g)@?’ - 55,1((3&@2 — §5m¢2 — gwi” +Y¢ (2.1)
and
1 1 1 1 1 1
£4[¢] = _5(6a¢)2 - §m2¢2 - I)‘C# - §5r(aa¢)2 - 5 m¢2 - I6A¢47 (2'2)

where (9,¢)% = —¢? + (8;6)? with the dot now indicating a derivative with time, m is the
mass parameter, A is a coupling constant, and the terms with 6,, 0., dx, and Y are the usual
counterterms ‘added’ to cancel any UV divergences. We treat the A terms perturbatively as
usual, expanding around A = 0, and restrict our calculations to second order in perturbation
theory, or O(A\?). Further, we restrict our calculations to the massless (m = 0) case for
technical reasons. At this order and with m set to zero, specific counterterms may or may
not contribute. Namely, for the one- and two-point correlation function calculations that
we are interested in, we do not need to renormalize the vertex and can, therefore, set dy to
zero (9 is zero at second order for the A¢? interaction and its contribution at second order
to the two-point correlator vanishes in the massless case for the A¢* interaction).

We also use the modified minimal subtraction (MS) scheme for renormalization and
so setting the mass parameter m to zero does not necessarily correspond to having zero
physical mass. We are primarily interested in a late-time resummation of the perturbative
result, however, and, therefore, do not consider the running of the physical mass or coupling
and instead leave our results in terms of an arbitrary renormalization scale u. We also
note that in the case of A¢? in 4D, the coupling has dimensions of mass and, especially in
the massless limit, the statement that ‘A is small’ is ambiguous. In fact, time-dependent
perturbation theory will eventually break down for any A, as we find later in the paper.
We nevertheless treat the problem perturbatively and infer when such a treatment is valid
based on our results.



3 Calculating late-time correlations using in-out

On pushing the initial time ¢y to —oo and choosing p(tp) to be |0)(0], |0) being the vacuum
of the free theory, the time-ordered correlation Tr[p(to)T{®(Z,t)®(,t')}] reduces to the
Feynman Green’s function in in-out perturbation theory. To see why this works, let us first
remove the time-ordering and write the resulting correlation in terms of interaction picture
fields as <(A]£I(t,t0)<i>1(f, ;.1 (t, ) (&, 1)U 1 (', 1)), where we use angular brackets to
denote the expectation value in |0), U is the unitary time evolution operator, the subscript
2’ denotes the interaction, and ‘I’ indicates interaction picture. Let us now choose a new
reference time, that we will set to zero, to transform between different pictures. Then,
after manipulating the first and last time evolution operators, the correlation becomes
<UZ.TJ(O,to)é(a_:',t)@(f’,t’)ﬁi71(0,t0)>. Assuming that Hy|0) = 0 for the free Hamiltonian,
the remaining two time evolution operators can be replaced with full U’s rather than their
interaction picture counterparts. Now setting ¢y to —oo and assuming that the interaction is
switched on adiabatically in the past, we can relate |0) to the ground state of the interacting
theory, denoted |Q), via |Q) = U(0, —00)|0) [21]. The correlation function then reduces to
(Q|®(Z,t)D(F,)|2). Lastly, we can repeat this calculation upon interchanging the fields
and obtain the result with time-ordering; the time-ordered correlation is, therefore, identical
to that in in-out calculations [22].!

In the limit that ¢y is —oco and p(tp) is |0)(0|, we can, therefore, use the standard
techniques of in-out perturbation theory. In particular, time-ordered correlation functions
can be obtained by taking functional derivatives of the in-out generating functional,

Z[J] — out <0’0>1H7J

= lim )/D(Z)(:L‘) exp lz /_idt/dd_lx(ﬁ[qﬁ] + J9)

T—o0(1—ie

, (3.1)

where x is the d-dimensional coordinate and € > 0 is infinitesimal, with respect to the
external source J(z) that is set to zero at the end of the calculation; see, for example, [23, 24].
We can proceed by making use of perturbation theory as usual, writing the full action as
S[¢] = Sold] + Si[#], So being the free part and S; the interaction part. Also going to
Fourier space,? the generating functional can then be written as

4] 1

Z17] = Zo[0] exp {zs [—iw} } exp [—2 / J(k) Gp(k)J(—k)] | (3.2)
k

where Z;[0] is the free theory generating functional in the absence of external sources. The

functional derivatives in S; generate loop corrections and Gr(k) is the Feynman Green’s

In order to make the analogy with in-out perturbation theory complete, we also need to assume that
the interaction is switched off adiabatically in the future, so that (0|U (oo, —00)|0) is simply a phase factor.

#We use the Fourier convention f(&,t) = fE e“;'ff (E, t) = fk e™*® £ (k) with the shorthand fE = f %
d%k _ik@

and fk = | goa throughout this paper. The d-function is, therefore, given by fd’iflme =

(2m)d—tgdt (E) and fddac e~ "*® = (21)45%(k). We further relegate spatial Fourier indices to subscripts
from now on for the ease of notation.
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Figure 1. (Left) One-loop contribution to the one-point function in a A¢* theory. (Right) The
corresponding Y counterterm diagram.

function of the free theory, _
i

Grlk)= —5—5—. 3.3

FR) = (33)

The Fourier transform of the time-ordered correlation function (T®(z)®(z')) is now given by

/ Ay / el e R ) (T (1) () = Z[lﬂ (—zdf(w (—i . Jfk/)> Z1J]

The Z[0] in the denominator cancels, as usual, any vacuum diagrams (disconnected di-

(3.4)

J=0

agrams without external sources). We also ensure that the one-point correlation van-
ishes, so that eq. (3.4) matches with the connected two-point correlation and equals
(2m)46%(k + k')G pran (k). Note that the free theory result is simply (27)46%(k + k')G p (k)
and we can thus refer to loop corrections in an interacting theory as corrections to Gp(k).
We are finally interested in this paper in the correlation function (é)ﬂ(t)é];, (') for t > t,

k
which can be found by taking the inverse Fourier transform of G g gy1(k) with respect to ko,

= 2m) 1ok + 1) it e MG (k) (3.5)

(TO(t) 0 () o

C
and setting ¢t > ¢’ at the end of the calculation. We calculate this at second order in perturba-
tion theory for the Lagrangian densities in egs. (2.1) and (2.2) in the two subsections below.

3.1 A¢3 in 4D and 6D

We first consider a A¢? interaction in d dimensions, setting d = 4 for the case that A
has dimensions of mass or d = 6 where X is dimensionless later in the calculation. The
first quantity that we need to calculate is the one-point function, which we only need at
one-loop order, or at O(\), since any other contributions are higher than second order in
A. We choose the linear counterterm Y such that the one-point function vanishes, which
cancels any tadpole contributions to the two-point function as well. The interaction and
counterterm diagrams that contribute are shown in figure 1 and give

/ddx kT (H(1)) = Z[lj] (—i&]ik» Z[J]
A
2

J=0
/ Gr(k)Gr(p) + YGp(k), (3.6)

which can be made to vanish by choosing
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Figure 2. (Left) Connected one-loop contribution to the two-point correlation function in a A¢3
theory. (Right) The corresponding &, and/or §, counterterm diagrams.

The explicit dimensional regularization-based calculation of Y can be found in standard
textbooks, but is shown in appendix A where we find, as usual, that it vanishes in the
massless limit. Also note that adding the Y counterterm is equivalent to normal ordering
the interaction, [ d%z %)@3 — [d%z A :®3:. This will be useful in the WW calculation
that we perform in section 4.

Having fixed the linear counterterm, we now calculate the one-loop correction to the
two-point correlation, which contributes at O(\?). We can obtain this from the generating
functional as in eq. (3.4), which leads to the interaction and d,, and J, counterterm diagrams
shown in figure 2. Their contribution to the Feynman Green’s function is given by

)\2
R /p Cr(k)Gr(p)Cr(k—p)Gr(k)—i (3 +425,) Cr(k)Gr(k).  (338)

We only need to find the loop integral

)\2

Iygs(k) = 5

AGﬂmGﬂk—m, (3.9)

which is also a standard calculation, but is shown using dimensional regularization in
appendix A for both cases of interest, d = 4 and d = 6. We consider each of these cases in
turn below.

(i) A@3 in 4D. We first set d = 4 + ¢, where € is a dimensional regulator. Inserting the
result from eq. (A.10) into eq. (3.8) gives

2 i\2 iz2 4 , 9
G r100p(k) = G (k) [—16#6 tagz 2| e g i (5m +k 5T) . (3.10)

where p is a parameter with dimensions of mass and can be thought of as a renormalization
scale. The u-dependence would typically be absorbed into renormalized couplings, but we
will leave it as is since we are only interested in the time-dependence in this paper. The
UV divergence as € — 0 can be canceled with the following choice of counterterms,

AQ

=3

2
[ by ln(47r)} 6 =0, (3.11)
€
where we have used the MS renormalization scheme. We now plug the resulting expression
for G 1-100p(k) into eq. (3.5) where we perform the inverse Fourier transform over kg and
choose t > t' without loss of generality.? We also take the late-time limit such that ¢ — ¢’ is

3We note that in order to perform the inverse Fourier transform, we need to reintroduce the shift
—k? — —k? + ie in the logarithm in eq. (3.10).



bigger than any timescale in the problem, A(t —¢') > 1, k(t —¢') > 1, and u(t —t') > 1.
This gives us a final expression for the connected two-point correlation at one-loop and in
the late-time limit,

L L emilRIE=) A(t—t) [
()b, (1) = @2n)PBk+ )1 - 2T
()25 (1)), = (2m)°0°(k + k) o 61n2li] | 2

(et
—iln (2‘%,’> — i — Z’yH. (3.12)

We see that the result diverges as A2(t — t')/|k| — oo or p2(t — t')/|k| — oo, signaling a
breakdown of perturbation theory. We will find in section 4 that the WW resummation
method exponentiates the secular term here leading to an exponential decay instead, which
is understood as arising from the decay of one-particle states in Minkowski.

We point out that, in principle, one could write a geometric series in all 1PI contributions
to the propagator using eq. (3.10) at O()\?), find the resummed in-out propagator, and
then perform an inverse Fourier transform. This result should also not show a late-time
divergence. The inverse Fourier transform, however, is not always doable, for example, the
In k2 that will result in the denominator in this particular case makes the inverse Fourier
transform hard. We can alternatively try a resummation before the € expansion, essentially
using eq. (A.9) for the loop correction, but we were still unable to perform the inverse
Fourier transform of the resulting expression. That this should work, however, can be
checked through a simple calculation that we discuss in section 5. Our goal here is not to
use in-out to its fullest extent, but rather to demonstrate why late-time divergences appear
and how to potentially handle them, especially in out-of-equilibrium calculations where a
geometric resummation is not feasible.

(ii) A¢3 in 6D. We next set d = 6 + ¢, in which case inserting the result from eq. (A.10)
into eq. (3.8) gives

ik2\2 iN%E? (8 A ,
Gr1100p(k) = G5 (k) l384ﬂ36—7687r3{3—7+10g< e )}—z(5m+k25r)]. (3.13)

The UV divergence can now be canceled with the following choice of counterterms,

)\2

2
b= {6 by ln(47r)] , (3.14)

where we have again used the MS renormalization scheme. Now plugging in the resulting
expression for Gg 1.100p(k) into eq. (3.5) and taking the late-time limit, k(¢ —t') > 1 and
p(t—t") > 1, yields

o (t)Dy, (¢ 27)°8° (k + k' e 1) PR\ Y PP 3.15
which again diverges as u(t — t') — oo, signaling a breakdown of perturbation theory. We
will find in section 4 that the WW resummation method exponentiates the secular term

here as well, leading to a polynomial decay instead.
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Figure 3. (Left) One-loop contribution to the two-point correlation function in a A¢* theory.
(Right) The corresponding ¢, and/or §, counterterm diagrams.

3.2 A¢* in 4D

We next consider a A¢? interaction in d dimensions, specializing to d = 4 later in the
calculation. Since no one-point correlation is generated, we can directly start with the
two-point correlation in eq. (3.4). The one-loop diagram that contributes at O(\) and the
0m and 9§, counterterm diagrams are shown in figure 3. Their contribution to the Feynman
Green’s function is

GF-100p(k) = —% /p Gr(k)Gr(p)Gr(k) —1i (5m + k:Q(Sr) Gr(k)Gp(k). (3.16)
To calculate this, we only need to find the loop integral over p, which is exactly the same as
that in eq. (3.6) for the tadpole contribution to the one-point function in the cubic theory.
As found there, the loop integral vanishes in the massless limit that we are working in, and
so there is no one-loop contribution to the two-point correlation.

To find a non-zero contribution to the two-point correlation, we thus need to calculate
the next-order correction. The two-loop diagrams that contribute at @(A\?) and the 6, and
0, counterterm diagrams are shown in figure 4. We will refer to the top left and bottom left
diagrams as the snowman (‘sm’) and sunset (‘ss’) diagrams, respectively. The contribution
from the snowman diagram and the corresponding counterterm diagrams is

Grrn, wulh) = 5 [ [ GrRIGRICH()Cr(k)

A

-3 (6 + K20, / Gr(k)Gr(p)Gp(k). (3.17)

We see that this is proportional to the one-loop contribution in eq. (3.16), and, therefore,
also vanishes in the massless limit. The snowman diagram thus does not contribute to the
correlation function either.

Let us finally consider the contribution from the sunset diagram and its corresponding
counterterm diagrams,

2
_% /p/p/ Gr(k)Gr(p)Gr(p)Gr(k —p —p)Gr(k)

— i (O + £26,) Gr(k)Gr (k). (3.18)

GF,Q—loop, ss(k) =

Now we only need to find the loop integral over p and p’,

hos®) =% [ [ 6ro)6e()Getk - ). (3.19)
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Figure 4. (Left) Connected two-loop contributions to the two-point correlation function in a Ag?*
theory. (Right) The corresponding d,, and/or 4, counterterm diagrams.

which is again a standard calculation, but is shown using dimensional regularization in
appendix B. Inserting the result from eq. (B.8) into eq. (3.18) gives

2 INER VR (13 drp”\ | 5
Grasoon, s(k) = CH0) | g5 e = gima {7~ 7 108 (T ) [ = (o + #%00))

(3.20)
We can cancel the UV divergence with the following choice of counterterms,
I Y R [1+ In(4 )} (3.21)
m — U, r = - —n{aT) |, :
307274 [e !

where, as before, we have used the MS renormalization scheme. The two-loop correction is
then given by the remaining terms in eq. (3.20), which we next plug into eq. (3.5), choosing
t > t'. Taking the limits k(t —t') > 1 and u(t — ') > 1 gives us a final expression for the
connected two-point correlation at two-loops and in the late-time limit,

—ilk|(t—t")

2|k|

—»,6

(BB (1)), = (@m0 + )

AZ
1-— 1 t—t 3.22
[ 30727‘_4 n {lu( )}] ) ( )
where we again find a logarithmic divergence as p(t — t') — oo. Note the similarity
between this result and what we found for A\¢3 in 6D, where \ was also dimensionless, in
eq. (3.15). The secular term here will also exponentiate into a polynomial decay with the
WW resummation method that we discuss next.

4 The Weisskopf-Wigner (WW) resummation method

We start this section with an overview of the WW resummation method. Consider a
quantum system that is described by a Hamiltonian of the form H=Hy+ H;, where Hy is
the free part and H; the interaction part. The Hamiltonian can, in general, have an explicit
time-dependence as well, but a time-independent Hamiltonian will suffice for the problem
that we consider in this paper. Suppose that the system is initialized in the state |¢)(to)) at
the initial time t(p and is described by the state |¢)(t)); in interaction picture at a later time
t. In terms of the unitary time evolution operator introduced earlier, the time-evolved state



A

is given by |¢(t))r = U; 1(t,t0)|¢(to)). It can also be written in terms of orthonormal basis
states {|n)} as

()1 = Ca®)n). (4.1)

For the quantum field theories that we consider, {|n)} would be multi-particle Fock states,
with the index n referring to all possible momentum configurations in an n-particle state.
The unitarity of quantum mechanics requires that the probability amplitudes C,(t) satisfy
S, |Cn(t)]? = 1, when summing over all states in the Hilbert space.

Inserting eq. (4.1) into the Schrédinger equation yields a set of coupled first order
differential equations for Cy(t),

Co(t) = —i > Con(t){n|H; 1(t)|m). (4.2)

These equations describe the time evolution of any quantum state in a non-perturbative
manner. However, they are typically not solvable for general systems and interactions. The
WW method makes two approximations to close this set of equations within a truncated
Hilbert space [20]: (i) restrict the calculation to second order in perturbation theory and
(ii) make a Markov approximation, as we explain further below. The net result of these
two approximations is that unitarity is preserved within the truncated Hilbert space or,
in other words, the system now lies solely within the truncated Hilbert space. This was
shown in, for example, [25], and we refer the reader to this paper for a proof. The resulting
‘resummation’ of Cy,(t) makes this method particularly useful to study the stability/decay
of states in the presence of an interaction, and we will adapt it to calculate resummed
(late-time) correlation functions instead. It is also interesting to note that the conservation
of probability in the WW method is analogous to Tr[p(¢)] = 1 for the reduced density
matrix p(t) of an open quantum system that evolves with a master equation.

Suppose the system is in one of the basis states | A) at the initial time ¢, so that C'4(to) =
1 and Cy2a(tg) = 0. Let us also assume that |A) is connected at first order in perturbation
theory to a subset of basis states {|r)} different from |A), that is, </¢|I§Ti,1(t)|A> # 0, with
(k|A) = 0. Then, for the states |A) and {|x)}, the coupled equations in eq. (4.2) become

Ca(t) = —iCa(t)(A[H; 1 (£)|A) — i Cul(t)(A|Hir(1)]5), (4.3)
{x}
Cu(t) = =i > Con(t)(k|Hy 1 (t)|m), (4.4)

where we have separated out the diagonal matrix element or local contribution to Ca(t) [5].
To solve these equations analytically, we assume that C4(t) remains close to unity and all
other coefficients remain close to zero at all times. This is certainly the case for times close
to the initial time %y, but may be violated at later times. Nonetheless, we proceed with this
assumption. Then, on keeping only the leading order term that is proportional to C'4(t) on
the right hand side of eq. (4.4), it simplifies to

Cio(t) = —iCa(t)(k|H; 1(t)| A) . (4.5)

~10 -



We can now integrate this equation and substitute the result back into eq. (4.3) to get

. R t
Ca(t) = —iCa(t)( A Hip(t)] A) — /t dbs S a(t, t2)Caltz), (4.6)
0
where we have defined the retarded self-energy,

Salt,te) = > (A[H; 1(t)|k){k|H; ()| A) (4.7)
{x}

for t > to. Eq. (4.6) suggests that C4(t) evolves slowly in time since its time derivative
is proportional to the interaction Hamiltonian, which is consistent with our previous
assumption that it remains close to unity at all times. We will thus take C4(t2) out of
the integral in eq. (4.6), evaluating it at the upper limit of the integral ¢. This Markov
approximation essentially erases the memory of C4(t) and is also why the WW method is
only trustworthy at late times. We can now solve for C'4(t) to obtain a final expression for it,

t R t t1
Ca(t) = Exp [—i /t dty (Al 1(1)|A) — /t dty /t dts S a(tr, t2)] (4.8)
0 0 0

In the notation of [5, 20], the exponent above can be denoted as — ftto dtqy Wo(t1, 1), with
Wo(tr, t1) = i(A|H; 1(t1)|A) + fttol dte X a(t1,t2). Lastly, once we have C4(t), we can use it
in eq. (4.5) to solve for the remaining coefficients C(t).

Correlation functions of a quantum field. Before discussing the calculation of corre-
lation functions, we will adapt the above analysis to a quantum field. We are interested in
the canonically quantized field ®;(¢, #) = I eik'fégl(t), with

br () = 7 (Wag + fi7 (Hal (4.9)

where a; and d;% are Schrodinger picture ladder operators defined at the initial time
to and we write expressions for the mode functions fk%(t) later. We also choose the
following normalization of states: d%]O} = |k, (k|K') = (2m)4= 1691 (k — k'), and lag, &TIZJ =
(2m)4= 1691 (k — k/).4 The state C,(t)|n) in eq. (4.1) is now the n-particle state,

1
Co(t)[n) = n,/k/ Cr i (Ol 1), (4.10)

and we will continue to use the shorthand C),(t)|n) to denote this state. Suppose the field
is in the state |A) at the initial time ¢ as before. Then, using the expansion in eq. (4.10)
and following the steps outlined in eqgs. (4.3)—(4.8), eq. (4.8) becomes

i t . t t1
Ca(t) = Exp {—Vm/t dt; <A|Hi,1(t1)yA>—/t dt; dtQZA(tl,tg)}, (4.11)
0 0

to

*We can alternatively work with the box-normalized field and convert from (dimensionless) box-normalized
quantities to their continuous space analogs by replacing % ZE — fE’ V§,;’,;, — (27r)d_15d_1 (E — E'), and
VVag; — ag, where V = f d? 1z = (2m)d- 14t (6) is the volume. This is useful for keeping track of volume
factors so that dimensions are consistent in the continuum case.

- 11 -



with

1 . .,
ZA(tl,tg):Zm/E [ (AlHir ()| o1 YAl [Hir(t2)]A), (4.12)
{H} : 1 K

where n 4 is the number of particles in the initial state. Once we have C4(t), we can again
use it to calculate the remaining coefficients Cj ().

With the resummed probability amplitudes in hand, it is now straightforward to obtain
resummed correlation functions for a quantum field. Let us first consider its one-point
function calculated in the initial state p(to) = |0)(0],

(b(1)) = <O|Uit1(t’ tO)(i)E71(t)ﬁi,I(tvtD)|o>- (4.13)

We will denote the time-evolved state U ;(t,1)|0) here as [Q(t)) = 32, Cn(t)|n), as we

did in eq. (4.1). For a given interaction Hamiltonian and in the limit of ¢ > ¢y, the WW

method gives us resummed expressions for C),(¢) and thus |2(¢)). The resummed one-point

function then becomes <Q(t)]<i>];[(t)‘Q(t)>, which can be found by plugging in eq. (4.9).
Let us next consider the two-point correlation,

(Bp(1) P, (1)), = (O[T} (¢, 0) D, ()T 1 (¢, )0, () Ui 1 (F,10)]0), (4.14)

for t > t’. We can now obtain the resummed result by applying the WW method twice.
First, in the limit of ¢’ > to, we can replace U; ;(t',9)[0) with [Q(#')). Second, we can find
é i ;(@)1Q2(t)) and, taking the resulting state as the new initial state (at time '), apply the
WW method again to find the action of Ul 7(t,t") on it in the limit of ¢ > ¢’. The overlap
of the final state with (Q(t)|<i>]; ;(t) gives us the resummed late-time two-point correlation.

We use these expressions to calculate late-time correlations for the Lagrangian densities
in egs. (2.1) and (2.2) in the two subsections below.

4.1 X¢3 in 4D and 6D

The Hamiltonian for the A¢? theory can be obtained by taking a Legendre transform of the
Lagrangian density in eq. (2.1) and integrating over space. We first need the momentum
conjugate to ¢, given by m = dL/dp = Z,p, where we define Z, = 1+ §,. Denoting the
corresponding operator ﬁ(f) and setting the mass of the field to zero, the Hamiltonian
becomes A . Uy Zo e 1 ey 1 as )

H= /d T {%H + ?(be) + §5m<1> + g)@ -Yo|. (4.15)
We will refer to the last three terms above as the interaction Hamiltonian fIZ and switch to
Fourier space as before. We can now write the interaction picture field in terms of ladder

operators as in eq. (4.9), with the mode functions given by

. e~ ikl (t—to)
fft)=—F—— (4.16)
V22 [k|
and f(t) = fZ*(t). One way to obtain the mode functions would be to first define a

canonically normalized field x = v/ Z, ¢, whose solution is the usual one for a Klein-Gordon
field, and then relate the solution back to ¢. The resulting factor of v/Z, in the denominator
in eq. (4.16) is important for the resummation, as we will see later.
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With the A¢? Hamiltonian in hand, we first want to ensure that the one-point function
vanishes, as we did for the perturbative calculation. The set of states that are connected
to the initial state |0) through this interaction Hamiltonian at first order in perturbation
theory is {|1),|3)}. The WW method then tells us that in the limit of ¢ > ¢y, the resummed
state Uj 1(t,0)]0) is given by |(t)) = Co(t)|0) 4+ C1(t)[1) + C5(t)|3). The one-point function
in eq. (4.13) thus becomes (®:(t)) = C§(t)Cr(t) f7 (t) + CE(t)Co(t) fi (t). This vanishes
if we set Cy(t) = 0 at all times which, from eq. (4.5), translates into the condition that
<1E‘ﬁi,](t)|0> = 0. We can obtain this matrix element by plugging in the interaction
Hamiltonian from eq. (4.15) (converted to Fourier space) and using eq. (4.9) for ¢z (),

(Aela0l0) = o= B [ [ o o0 -viEo]. )

Setting this to zero yields
A
=5 Lo, (4.18)

which matches what we found in eq. (3.7).% As noted before, adding the Y counterterm is
equivalent to normal ordering the cubic interaction. We will take advantage of this fact
when finding non-vanishing matrix elements of the interaction Hamiltonian below.

We next want to find the two-point correlation using the WW method twice as
mentioned after eq. (4.14). In the limit of ¢’ > to, we can replace U; 1(t,t)|0) with
1Q(#')) which, for the normal ordered interaction Hamiltonian A :®3:, can now be written as
12(t")) = Co(t')]0) + C5(t')|3). We show in appendix C that Cp(t') here is simply a phase
factor in both 4D and 6D, and is in fact unity in the late-time limit that we are interested
in studying. The (free theory) vacuum is, therefore, stable under a A¢> interaction in
Minkowski. The two-point correlation can then be written in the limit of ¢, > ty as

(@p(D)p (1), = C(£)Co(t)(0| (1)U r (¢, 1) ,(£)]0), (4.19)

which becomes

(@pt)Pp (1)), = F7 (0)fi5 (&) gl Uir(t, ) 1), (4.20)
on setting Cy(t) to unity and using eq. (4.9) for (I)E,I(t)' We can now apply the WW
method again to write ﬁiJ(t,t’)!lE,) in a resummed form. For a \:®3: interaction,
the set of states connected to the initial state |0) at first order in perturbation the-
ory is {|3)} while that connected to |1) is {|2),|4)}. We can thus write lA]i’I(tLt’)|1E,> =
Cr(t ) p) + Co (6, 8)125) + Cy (¢, ¢)4,) for ¢ > 1, where the subscripts &' indicate
the total momentum of any state and we write C,, as a function of two times since the initial
time is now ¢’ rather than ty. What appears in eq. (4.20) is the overlap of the final state with
(1], and so we can simply replace (1T 1(¢,')[1; /), there with (27T)d*15d*1(/;+/¥’)013, (t, ).
Thus we have so far that

(1) (), = (2m) 16 (k + K) f7 (05 (1) Cpa (8,1 (4.21)

and we are only left to calculate Cx, (¢,t').

*We have used | Gr(p) = limy_, [ deiwot=t) [ 17 O F5 @)

p p2—Ipl2+ie
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Let us now calculate C, (t,1'), starting in the state |1z,) at time ¢'. From eq. (4.11),
we have

it ) t t
CE,(t’ t’) = Exp {—V/t/ dty <1E/’Hi,l(t1)‘1fg'/> — /t/ dty y dty EE,(tl,tQ) . (422)

The contribution from the first term in the exponential vanishes for A :®3: but is non-zero
for the counterterms, which we return to later in the calculation. The self energy, given by
eq. (4.12), itself has two contributions, one that corresponds to vacuum diagrams and one
to connected diagrams. The vacuum one, that we can denote Xg(t1,t2), leads to similar
factors as Cy(t') found earlier, and again goes to the unity in the ¢ > ' limit where we can
trust the WW approximation. The connected contribution to the self energy, on the other
hand, is given by

1 N
EE/ (t17t2) ZV/Z? /ﬁ < k/‘HzI tl)‘ p17lﬁz><1ﬁ17lﬁg‘Hi,I(tQ)’1El>7 (423)
1 2
which, on using eq. (4.9) for (i)E ;(t) in the interaction Hamiltonian, becomes
S (0.t2) = S 505 (1) LA O 00f5 )

A2 gilk'|(t1—t2) / e—ilpl(ti—t2) o—ilk' —pl(t1—t2)
2 2] Js 20 2k —

: (4.24)

where we have set Z,. to unity in the denominator of the mode function at this order and
the volume factors have canceled out. What appears in C,(¢,t') is a double time integral
Jdty [ dts over Xp,(t1,t2). Because of the underlying time-translation invariance, we should
be able to express our results in terms of time differences and thus change the time integrals
to [dr [dA, with 7 = t; — ' and A = t; — t5. With this change of variables, eq. (4.24)
becomes

. A A2 oK 1A K|+ q d—4
b A) = Siapr (g - 1) |2 /o ad 171151 e
o 21d/2-2
k‘l 2 2 _ 2
(FP - 1 ~ lar?) i AHTA (4.25)

4|k |2 |2

where we have used [d%z = % I dz [1, dcos 2% sin?3 6, defined §= K —p, so

. 2
that |q] = (|l<:’|2 + P12 — 2|K'||p] cos 9) v , and changed the integral over cos#@ to |g] using

— __ld
dcosf = T d|q].

We will now specialize to either d = 4 or d = 6 to obtain fgit/ dr [y dAX; (7,A) and
thus Cp, (t,1).

(i) A@3 in 4D. Let us first set d = 4 + e. The loop integral in eq. (4.25) does not need
a regulator if we convert A into a Euclidean time coordinate. We thus define A = —iA
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and use dimensional regularization on A [18]. In other words, we replace [dA with
pe [diteA = E% [ dA A€ where, as before, p is a parameter with dimensions of
mass, and set d =4 in eq. (4.25). Xz, (7,A) then becomes®

A2 elF1A roo |E'|+151
S (nA) = S / dp/ gl e~ (A
k‘,c( ) 6471'2 ’k/‘2 0 ‘ﬂ| HEI|_|ﬁH ‘1

|k'|A 2 _—|k'|A
Y (G I (4.26)
21k'| ) 2 16m2A

and its double time integral gives

N2 € (1+€)/2 t—t' T

[ar [ansy (ray=-—2 | ar [Taaac
) 64n2|k'| T[(1+¢€)/2] Jo 0
iIN(t—t)  iINZ(t—t) o no
=— - — = lim+Inq4dmp“(t—t —247/, 4.27
6472|k'|e  12872|kK/| { { wlE=t) } 7} (4.27)

after series expanding in € in the second equality. The ¢ — 0 divergence can be canceled by

appropriately choosing the d,, and §, counterterms that enter at leading order through the
diagonal contribution in eq. (4.22) and the f7 (¢)fg(t') term in eq. (4.21), respectively,

. t EaS /L /

Z/t/ dty <1]‘€‘/’Hi,l(t1)‘1fg‘/> = m&n(t —t), (4.28)

L. 1 N .
O sk + ) = ———= e RO sd=1 (1 4 f1) (4.29)
SO E R = ()
We see that the following choice of counterterms cancels the e — 0 divergence in eq. (4.27),
X [2 4+ In(4 )] 5 =0 (4.30)
m 6471' 7 a ) r ) .

where, as before, we have used the MS renormalization scheme. Note that the counterterms
do not have to coincide with those found using the in-out procedure in eq. (3.11) since the
regularization schemes in the two calculations are not identical. Plugging the remaining
terms from eq. (4.27) into eq. (4.22) and ultimately into eq. (4.21) gives us the final connected
two-point correlation at one-loop,

o—ilk(t—t) l N2(t— ¢

<<f>E(t)<i>E,(t’)>c = (27r)353(E+ k/)W Exp 6172 K ( —iln{pt—1t)}+ z>]
(4.31)
The decay here is an exact exponential of the real part of the secular divergences that we
found in eq. (3.12). The phase factors are slightly different, however, with the main difference
being a term proportional to In (]E\ /1), that can also be attributed to regularization details,
since we regulate the spatial part of the momentum integral as well in the in-out calculation,
unlike here. The correlator no longer diverges as A2(t — ¢')/|k| — oo or pu(t —t') —
and instead decays exponentially, suggesting a successful late-time resummation of the

perturbative result.

SWe did not cancel out the e*!¥'12 factors in eq. (4.26) simply to make the connection with the
corresponding equation in our companion paper [18] clearer.
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(ii) A3 in 6D. Let us next set d = 6 + €. As in the 4D case, we define A = —iA and
regulate the A integral, setting d = 6 in eq. (4.25). ¥z (7, A) now becomes

7HA - - 2
AQ €|k/|A 0o |k/|+‘ﬁ| |k/‘2 + |§’|2 _ ‘(ﬂ2 - B
YT A) /0 d\zﬂ/| diq |1p1* - ( ) o—(IP+aNA

- 25673 ’E/‘Q E/‘_WH 4|]zl‘2
KA\ 22 o~ KA (1 L [FA

— € - 76 ( +_| ‘ )7 (432)
21k') ) 2 19273 A3

and its double time integral gives
A2 A2 ;
d dA Y (1,A) = 21 t—t 2 In(4
/ T/ pelm ) 7687T36+15367r3[ n{pu(t =)} + 2+ 7+ In(4r)
+ |£,,(t — ) tir (4.33)

after series expanding in € (the integrals converge for ¢ > 2 but we can analytically continue
the result to smaller €). The J,, and d, counterterms contribute as given in eqgs. (4.28)
and (4.29) and we see that the following choice of counterterms cancels the e — 0 divergence

above,
b =0, | <2+ +In(4 )) (4.34)
= =FExp|———= (- n(4m .
mEY 14, Y| 1536m8 \e ) !
where we have again used the MS renormalization scheme. Taylor-expanding the left
and right hand sides of the second expression above yields §, = —% [% +v+ 1n(47r)},

following which these counterterms match in form with those found using in-out in eq. (3.14),
although we do not expect them to exactly coincide, as mentioned earlier. Substituting the
remaining terms from eq. (4.33) into eqs. (4.21) and (4.22) then gives us the final connected
two-point correlation at one-loop,

o—ilkI(t—t") l 22

bt (1)) = (2m)50° (F + K) ——— Exp| — ——~—
< k(t) k/(t)>c (W) 0 (k—l_k) 2|k‘| xP 7687‘1’3

) (m{pt - +1+ —=@t—)""+Z) .  (4.35)

2|k| 2
The decay here is an exact exponential of the (real) secular divergence that we found in
eq. (3.15). The extra terms are either subdominant in the late-time limit or phase factors.
The correlator no longer diverges as pu(t —t') — oo and instead shows a polynomial decay,

again suggesting a successful late-time resummation of the perturbative result.

4.2 A¢* in 4D

We next consider the A\¢* theory in d dimensions, specializing to 4D later in the calcula-
tion. Similar to the \¢? case, we first write its Hamiltonian by performing a Legendre
transformation on the Lagrangian density in eq. (2.2), setting the field mass to zero,

~ 1 - 7 ~ 1 ~ 1. -
H= [ d% |—T112 + Z2(9;0)% + =6, + = \d*| . 4.36
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Since this interaction leaves the one-point function unchanged (and zero), we can directly
focus on the two-point correlator calculation. Further, since the Mikowski vacuum is stable
under a A\¢* interaction [20], we again expect Cy(t') to at most be a time-dependent phase
factor. We show in appendix D that it is in fact unity in the late-time limit that we are
interested in studying, similar to the \¢> case. Then, following the same procedure as for
A¢?, the connected two-point correlator is again given by eq. (4.21) with Cr (t,1') given by
eq. (4.22). The contribution from the first term in the exponential vanishes in the massless
limit but is non-zero for the counterterms, which we return to later in the calculation. Also,
the vacuum contribution to the self-energy goes to unity in the late-time limit, similar
to what we found for A¢?3, since Cy(#') goes to unity. The connected contribution to the
self-energy, on the other hand, is now given by

1 )
S ot ta) = 6Vﬁ ﬁ [ (U Hi (60 1, T L YUy Ly Ly | i (£2) [ 1)
p1 Jp2 Jp3

)\2 iR | (t1—t2) // o—ilP1l(t1—t2) p—ilP2|(t1—t2) p—ilk —P1—Pa| (t1—t2)
6 2F| Jaln  2;] 2|pa| 2|k — 71 — ol

o (4.37)

where we have used eq. (4.9) for Ci)]; ;(t) in the interaction Hamiltonian, set Z, to unity in
the denominator of the mode function at this order, and the volume factors have again
canceled out. On changing the time variables as before and setting the number of spatial

dimensions to three, eq. (4.37) becomes

S () A2 elRia /ood|*| K +15 d| a7 |q1\+|ﬁz|d|ﬁ|
i \Ts = Trand T b1 Q1/ p2 q2
ke 15367 |k/2 Jo ||&|— |52 | |1 |~ 72|

% e~ i(IP1]+IP2]+g2))A 7 (4.38)

—

where we have defined ¢4 = k¥ — p} and ¢ = §1 — pa, so that |q1] = (\E’P + |p? -

. 1/2 1/2
2|K'||p1| cos 91) and |g| = (]61\2+]]5’2|2—2](71H]5’2| cos 02) , and changed the integrals over

cos 0 and cosfs to |G1| and |g>| using d cos 6y = _|k|’(\1|1* | d|q1| and dcos by = |“7|2;,2| d| g,

respectively.

We now regulate the loop integrals in eq. (4.38) by means of a Euclidean time coordinate,
defining A = —iA, as before. We also set d = 4 + ¢, absorbing the fractional dimension fully
into the time coordinate, so that the number of spatial dimensions is still three. ¥, C(T, A)
then becomes

elFIAN )2 e"EI‘A(l + |K'|A)
S (RA) = — | 5 _ : 4.39
pelm 2) ( 20k ) 6 256mtA3 (4.39)

which is exactly the same (up to a constant) as what we found for A¢> in 6D in eq. (4.32),
with both interactions sharing the fact that A is dimensionless. The double time integral of
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X (T, A) now gives

A2 A2
dr [ dAS:, (1,A) = 21 t—t 2 In(4
/T/ Fe(TA) = 3gmpae  Gaags |20 It = 80} + 24 9 4 In(dm)

b2 =) in

, 4.40
7 (4.40)

after series expanding in € (the integrals converge for ¢ > 2 but we can analytically continue
the result to smaller €). As in the case of A¢3 in 6D, the ¢ — 0 divergence can be canceled
with the following choice of counterterms,

1 A2
Om =0 =E — | - In(4 4.41
n=0. o5 =B [61447r4<6+7+n( w>)], (4.41)
where, as before, we have used the MS renormalization scheme. At second order in A,
we find that §, = —612‘% [% + v+ ln(47r)}, and thus the counterterms here are similar

(but not identical) to those found using in-out in eq. (3.21). Substituting the remaining
terms from eq. (4.40) into egs. (4.21) and (4.22) then gives us the final connected two-point
correlation at two-loops,

2 (N (1)) — 383(L N e
<q)k(t)q)k’(t )>c (2m)°6°(k + k') I Ex 307274

e—ilkl(t=t") 22
20

X <ln{u(t—t/)}+1+Z_,(t—t/)1+m>‘|. (4.42)
2[k| 2
The decay here is an exact exponential of the (real) secular divergence that we found in
eq. (3.22), again with extra terms that are either subdominant in the late-time limit or
phase factors. As we found for A\¢? in 6D in eq. (4.35), the correlator no longer diverges as
p(t—t") — oo and instead shows a polynomial decay, again suggesting a successful late-time
resummation of the perturbative result.

5 Geometric series resummation in in-out vs. the WW method

In this section, we briefly discuss how the geometric series resummation that can be
performed for in-out correlators, and can be found in standard textbooks, compares to
results obtained using the WW resummation method. As noted below eq. (3.12), we did
not use in-out to its fullest extent, since we did not perform a geometric series resummation
before calculating the inverse Fourier transform to the time domain. The reason for this was
that the inverse Fourier transform turned out to not be doable. It is doable, however, for the
O()) one-loop correction in a massive A¢* theory. It is instructive to look at this case as the
final result does not diverge in the late-time limit but rather agrees with the corresponding
resummation obtained using the WW method (also at first order in \), suggesting that the
WW method performs a similar resummation away from equilibrium. We will thus consider
a A¢* theory in 4D, with the Lagrangian density of eq. (2.2) and with m # 0, and focus
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on the one-loop contribution to the two-point correlator shown in figure 3. As shown in
eq. (3.16), the one-loop contribution to the Green’s function is given by

Cr1r0op (k) = /GF )Gr(D)Gr (k) — i (8 + 125,) Cr(k)Gr(k).  (5.1)

The loop integral % fp Gr(p) was calculated in appendix A, and using the result in eq. (A.4)
for d = 4 + ¢, we find that

G 100 (K) = ;2% [1 +1n (m )] G (k). (5.2)

with the following choice of MS counterterms,

Am?
3272

Om = {2 + 7 — ln(47r)} , 0,=0. (5.3)

We next perform a resummation of the geometric series in all 1PI contributions to the
propagator, which gives

i
3%2 [1 —|—1n< )} —i—ze

The positive € here is different from the one in the counterterm and picks out the correct

GF,resum (k) =

(5.4)
_k? _ m2 +

poles of the propagator. We now plug this expression into eq. (3.5) to perform the inverse
Fourier transform over kg, again choosing ¢ > t’. The full resummed connected two-point

e—iwk\/1—322 [1+1n( )}(t )
o T [ ()

. The above expression is well-defined in the late-time limit

correlation then becomes

(Be(D)D5 (1), opum = (2m)0° (k + ) . (55)

where wy, = (k2 + m2)1/2
(while its Taylor expansion diverges in this limit) and we thus expect it to be the correct
resummation of the two-point correlator at this order. We will next compare this with the
corresponding result obtained using the WW method.

With the WW method, the connected two-point correlator for a A¢* theory is given
by eq. (4.21) with Cy,(t,t') given by eq. (4.22), as noted before. In fact we only need to

calculate the first term in eq. (4.22) since the second term contributes at second order. This

is given by
L td 1- |H: 1- :LW td > < > (4 F< (¢
7/, A0 gl Hir(t)|) o [, I [ fe(t)fo(t)fy (0 f; (0)
2
_ 77/)\/1/4_d(t _ t/) /OO d’ﬁ] |p1d—2
2d+17(d=1/2T [(d — 1) /2] wg, Wp

=it —t) p P d
- (m) r (1 - 2) | (5.6)
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Figure 5. (Top) The geometric series of O(A\?) 1PI diagrams that we ezpect is being resummed by
the WW method when calculating the two-point correlation in a A¢® theory. (Bottom) A similar
geometric series of (non-vanishing) diagrams in a A¢?* theory.

We can regularize the integral by setting d = 4 + € and use eqgs. (4.28) and (4.29) to find
the appropriate counterterms that cancel the ¢ — 0 divergence,

Am? 2
Om = T 3952 L +y - 1n(47r)} ;0 =0. (5.7)

Substituting the remaining piece from eq. (5.6) into eqs. (4.21) and (4.22) then gives us the
final connected two-point correlation at one-loop,

. . L L e—iwp(t=t) ;_am? af 22 o
(Dp()B (1), gy = (2m)%6% (K + K) e (i) e,

3 (5.8)

On comparing this expression to that in eq. (5.5), we see that the WW method captures
the same late-time behavior as the resummation of all 1PI diagrams to one-loop order does
in an in-out calculation, after expanding around small A to first order.

On the basis of the above example and our results in sections 3 and 4, we suspect
that the WW resummation method captures the late-time behavior that the geometric
resummation of 1PI diagrams in in-out gives at the same order in perturbation theory. For
the massless A\¢> and \¢* theories considered in this paper, we thus believe that the WW
method resums the diagrams shown in figure 5. Exactly how this works mathematically
is unclear to us, but we expect that the poles of the propagator are shifted in the case
of A\¢3 in 4D and rescaled in the cases of A¢> in 6D and A¢?* in 4D, such that the inverse
Fourier transform yields an exponential decay for the former and a polynomial decay for the
latter. It is important to note, however, that the WW method is still an out-of-equilibrium
generalization of the geometric resummation of in-out correlators and so the two results
are expected to match only in cases where one can perform a geometric resummation, for
example, in Minkowski spacetime and initializing the field in the vacuum of the free theory.
We also note that the truncated Hilbert space in the WW method is what restricts the type
of diagrams that it resums and one would need to keep more states in the Hilbert space to
consistently go to higher orders in perturbation theory.

6 Discussion

Loop corrections in time-dependent interacting quantum field theories are often fraught with
late-time divergences. While the divergences may indicate real physical effects in the case
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of time-dependent spacetimes, in Minkowski spacetime they should simply be an artifact
of perturbation theory. In this paper, we were interested in the late-time divergences that
arise from loop corrections to the unequal-time two-point correlator in different massless
self-interacting scalar quantum field theories on a Minkowski background. We found late-
time perturbative results using the standard techniques of in-out perturbation theory and
performed late-time resummations using the WW resummation method.

We first considered a A¢® interaction in 4D, where A has the dimensions of mass,
and found that the perturbative result grows linearly in time. The WW-based result, on
the other hand, decays exponentially in time, which is likely an artifact of there being a
correlation length proportional to A™! in the system. We next considered two interactions
where ) is dimensionless, namely a A¢? interaction in 6D and a A¢? interaction in 4D.
In both cases, we found that the perturbative result grows logarithmically in time. The
WW-based result, on the other hand, decays polynomially in time, which, in the absence of
any scale in the problem to set a correlation length, is similar to the behavior of a system at
a critical point [26, 27]. Our results are thus suggestive of ‘universal’ late-time behavior that
depends on the dimensions of the interaction strength. We lastly highlighted the type of
diagrams that the WW method resums by comparing to the geometric series resummation
of in-out correlators, though a more in-depth understanding of this is left to future work.

We note again that we set the mass parameter in the Lagrangian to zero, which does
not necessarily imply that the physical mass vanishes. In the cases of A¢? in 6D and A¢*
in 4D, this is indeed correct since the physical mass is proportional to the Lagrangian mass
parameter. In the case of A¢? in 4D, however, the physical mass is non-zero at second order in
A, even with the Lagrangian mass parameter being set to zero. We also note that we left our
final results for the two-point correlator in terms of an arbitrary renormalization parameter
p. The standard procedure would be to allow the Lagrangian parameters to also depend on
1, define an anomalous dimension and beta function, and use them to express all observables
in terms of real physical parameters. We were only interested in the late-time behavior of
correlation functions in this paper, however, and have thus forgone this procedure.
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A A¢? in 4D and 6D: loop integrals in egs. (3.7) and (3.9)

In this appendix, we calculate the one-loop integrals that appear when calculating the
one-point and two-point functions in a A¢? interacting theory in 4D and 6D, given in
egs. (3.7) and (3.9), respectively. These calculations can be found in standard textbooks
and are reproduced here simply to make it easy to refer to their results in the main text.

(i) Loop integral in eq. (3.7). We first consider the integral

Y = ;\/pGF(p)u (A1)

and evaluate it in d dimensions, setting d = 4 + € or d = 6 + € at the end of the calculation,
where € is a dimensional regulator. We also replace A with Au*~% or Au®=¢, respectively, p
being a parameter with dimensions of mass, to keep its dimensions constant; we replace it
with A€ below so that the calculation covers both cases. Now substituting the Feynman
Green’s function from eq. (3.3), with a non-zero mass, and dropping the € in the Green’s
function (keeping the positions of the poles in mind, so as to not cross them when doing a

N dp 1
Y =— . A2
2 / (2m)? p? + m? (4.2)

Wick rotation) gives

We next perform a Wick rotation on the contour counterclockwise by 90°, and define a
Euclidean time coordinate as p® = ipg, with p; = p; for i = 1,...,d — 1. The angular part

7

of the resulting p integral gives [dQ; = lg(T//;) and we are left with

_ >\:u’_€ /oo dp pd—l
247d/2T(d/2) Jo p? + m?

AT m72 esc(dr/2)

T 9d414d/2—-1 I'(d/2)

(A.3)

for d < 2. We can analytically continue this result to higher d since we know that the
interaction is renormalizable in both 4D and 6D. We see already that Y vanishes in the
massless limit, but let us write it out explicitly by plugging in specific values for d and
series expanding in e,

o s [1 —~y+1In (%ﬂ)} " 1%7:225 (d=4+¢), a4

4 A2 4
2%?773 [%_’Y_FIOg( ’::L/é >:| o 15\5;7;36 (d:6+€)’

where we have separated out the leading-order divergence in €. As mentioned above, Y
vanishes in the massless limit that we consider in this paper.

(ii) Loop integral in eq. (3.9). We next consider the integral

2
Iygs (k) = Z/I)GF(p)GF(k - ), (A.5)
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and again evaluate it in d dimensions, setting d = 4 4+ € or d = 6 + € at the end of the

calculation. We also replace A with \p2—%/2 3—d/2

€/2

or AL , respectively, to keep its dimensions

constant; we replace it with Au~¢“ below so that the calculation covers both cases. Now
substituting the Feynman Green’s function from eq. (3.3), setting the mass to zero, and

dropping the es in the Green’s functions gives

Ny~ oadl 1
Dgs(k) ==~ / (wa;d T (A.6)

We can write the denominator in the integrand using Feynman’s parametrization as

1 1
p2(k — p)? /dx [(1— 2)p2 + a(k — p)22
1 1
:/0 o (A.7)

where ¢ = p — k. We can now replace the p integral with an integral over ¢, perform a
Wick rotation as before on the contour counterclockwise by 90°, and define a Euclidean
time coordinate as ¢° = igg, with ql =gq; fori=1,...,d — 1. The angular part of the

resulting ¢ integral gives [dQ; = T'(d //2) and we are left with

/ ) )\2 —e ld ood_ qd—l
) = ~graprar b ), —az)kQ]Q

iN2p~¢(d — 2)k%* csc(dm/2) yjd/2-2
T gdv2gd/21 T(d/2) / dz [2(1 — )] (A.8)

for d < 4, which we will again analytically continue to higher d. Lastly, performing the x
integral gives
Toa(h) = i~ (d — 2)k?* cse(dm/2)T'(d/2 — 1)
A2 92d-17:(d=3)/2  T(d/2)T[(d—1)/2]

We can now set specific values for d and series expand in € to obtain the following expressions

(A.9)

in the two cases of interest,

1(2}22 327r2 [2 7+ log (47ru )} (d=4+¢),
T (R) = iN2k2 | X%k [§ +1 (47m )] (d=6 (410
384r%c T 76378 |3 1 T 108 +e),

where we have separated out the leading-order divergence in e.

B A¢* in 4D: loop integral in eq. (3.19)

In this appendix, we calculate the two-loop integral that appears when calculating the
two-point function in a A¢* interacting theory in 4D, given in eq. (3.19). This calculation
can also be found in standard textbooks and is reproduced here simply to make it easy to
refer to its result in the main text.
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We consider the integral

2
Bk = 5 [ [ Gr@Gr@)Grt—p=). (B.1)

and evaluate it in d dimensions, setting d = 44-¢ at the end of the calculation. We also replace
A with Au*~? to keep it dimensionless. Now substituting the Feynman Green’s function

from eq. (3.3), setting the mass to zero, and dropping the es in the Green’s functions gives

i)\2[£8_2d ddp ddp/ 1
I/\¢4(k) = / d d 12,2 12 (B.2)
6 (2m)® (2m) p?p2(k —p —p')
We can write the denominator in the integrand using Feynman’s parametrization as in
appendix A,
1
/ dx PN
p2(k—p—p) p?+x(k—p—p)?
1
= / dz o (B.3)
o [¢”+x(1-=z)(k—p)?

where ¢ = p' — x(k — p). We can now replace the p’ integral with an integral over ¢/,
perform a Wick rotation, and convert to a Euclidean integral over ¢’ as in appendix A. Also
performing the angular part of the ¢’ integral gives

B A2y 82 g1

Iypa(k) = 3. 207d/21(d)2) / / dx/ 22+ 2(1 — o) (k — p)22
A - 2) csc(d7r/2) ddp 1 [x(l — )2
o 3.2d427d/2-1 T(d/2) / (27r)d/ de (B4)

for d < 4. We can analytically continue this result to higher d since we know that the
interaction is renormalizable in 4D. We can also use Feynman’s parametrization again to
write the denominator in eq. (B.4) as

1 I3-d/2) ! yl=d/2
P2k —p)i-d ~ T(2—d/2) / dy FERERTE TR (B.5)

where ¢ = p — yk. As before, we can replace the p integral with an integral over ¢, perform
a Wick rotation, and convert to a Euclidean integral over ¢. After performing the ¢ angular
integral, we find that

iXN2p8724(d—2) csc(dm/2)T(3—d/2)
Dor(k) = =5 a1 d/2) (2 d/2)
d/2 2

yl—d/2gd—1
d$/ dy/
/ [q +y (1—y)k2*" d/2

iIN2 820 (d—2) k2176 cse(dn /2)T(3—d) ! 1 _ _
= 3,22d(+27.rd)1 T(cg/2)/F()2£d/2))/ ‘T/ dy [xy(1_$)]d/2 2(1_y)d 5

(B.6)
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for d < 3, which we again analytically continue to higher d. Lastly, performing the x and
y integrals gives

iN2 824 (d — 2)k%4=6 cse(dn /2)T(3 — d)T3(d/2 — 1)

Lya(k) = . B.
rot (F) 3.22d2xd=1 T(d/2)(2 — d/2)['(3d/2 — 3) (B-1)
We can now set d = 4 + ¢ and series expand in € to obtain
iA2E? iK% |13 4
Lyga(k) = — — = 1 B.
2otlk) = = gimarte T 307200 [4 el )| (B2)

where we have separated out the leading-order divergence in €.

C A¢® in 4D and 6D: vacuum state amplitude in eq. (4.19)

In this appendix, we calculate the vacuum state amplitude Cy(t) that appears when
calculating the two-point function in a A¢? interacting theory in 4D and 6D using the WW
resummation method, in eq. (4.19). Using eq. (4.11), Co(t) is given by

t t1
O ( ) EXp { dtl <0|H1[ tl |O> / dtl \ dtQ Eo(tl,tz)] s (Cl)
to 0

and we are specifically interested in the interaction Hamiltonian A :®3: . The first term in
the exponential vanishes for this interaction and we thus only need to calculate

1 A
EO(tht?) 6/19 /p /p <0|H11 t1 |1p17 pz?1p3><117171ﬁ27lﬁ3|HiJ(t2)|0>
1 Jp2 Jp3

—i|p1|(t1—t2) o—ilPa|(t1—t2) o—ilPL+P2|(t1—t2)
S o
P1 /P2 2|p1| 2|p2| 2|p1 + pa|

where the volume factor V is expected to appear due to the extensivity of the vacuum
energy [20]. We now change the time integrals to [ dr [ dA, with 7 = t; —tp and A = t; —ta,
and rewrite eq. (C.2) in terms of the new time variables as

N2V
3 A) = d d— 4/ d d—4
o 8) = G AT 7 17|
dj2—2

51 |+ 7 =12 52 2
X/'pl' g - e - 7al” Q\fﬂ ) ciAIHREIHDA (0 3)
151|152 4|p1 2|2

where we have used [d%z = % I dxf dcosf x%1sin?=3 0, defined § = pi + po,
1/2

so that |q] = (Ip1[* + [P2|* + 2|71 [|P2] cos 02)

using d cosfy = %d]qﬂ.

We will now specialize to either d = 4 or d = 6 to obtain [ dr [T dA ¥g(r, A) and
thus Cy(t). To regulate the loop integral in eq. (C.3), we convert A into a Euclidean time

, and changed the integral over cos 6 to |q]

coordinate by defining A = —iA and use dimensional regularization on A. In other words,
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e a(14e)/2

we replace [dA with p€ [ d'HA = O ((E=y0] [dA A€ and set d =4 or d = 6 in eq. (C.3).
For d = 4, the double time integral of (7, A) then becomes

t—to —i)\2M€V 7[.(l—i-e)/2 t—to T _
dr [ dAS,(r, A dr [ dAAS
/ T/ o7 A) = =5t T+ e)/z]/ T/o

|P1[+[P2]
/ d\ply/ d\p2|/ d|qle” (|P1 | +1P2 |+l A
[1P1]—P2]|
iV

+0(e). (C.4)

~ 30724 (t — to)

We thus obtain Cy(t) = Exp {—%} , which is simply a phase factor and in fact goes

to unity in the late-time limit. Similarly, on setting d = 6 instead in eq. (C.3) and taking

1y 2 . . .
7‘3728&%}, which is also simply a

phase factor and goes to unity in the late-time limit.

its double time integral, we obtain Cy(t) = Exp {—

D A¢* in 4D: vacuum state amplitude in eq. (4.19)

In this appendix, we calculate the vacuum state amplitude Cy(¢) that appears when calcu-
lating the two-point function in a A\¢* interacting theory in 4D using the WW resummation
method, in eq. (4.19). Similar to the A¢® case, Cy(t) is given by

t t1
C ( ) EXp |: dtl <0|Hl[ tl |0> / dtl dtg Zo(tl,tg)] y (D.l)

to to

and we are now specifically interested in the interaction Hamiltonian A®*. On using eq. (4.9)
for &AT?E ;(t), the first term in the exponential becomes

t A zV 1 1
— 1 dtl 0 Hi,I tl 0) = d 1/ / TS S D.2
to < ’ ( )’ > 8 7 5 2|p1] 2|pa| (D2)

where we again find a volume factor, as is typical for vacuum corrections. Each of the two
loop integrals is identical to that encountered in egs. (3.7) and (5.6) and, as found there,
vanishes in the massless limit. We thus only need to calculate

1 N N
Yo(ty,t2) = *ﬁ ﬂ ﬁ [ (O Hi,1(t1)| L5 1y Lo 1 ) (Lis Lo Ly L | Hi1(£2)]0)
24 P1 Jp2 JP3 v P4
B AQV/ / / e~ iPLl(ti—t2) o—ilp2|(ti—t2) o—ilPs|(t1—t2) o—ilP1+P2+Ps|(t1—t2)
P /D2 Jp3 2|pl 2|p2| 2|ﬁ3‘ 2|ﬁ1 +]72 +173‘

(D.3)

We now change the time integrals to [dr [ dA, with 7 = ¢t; —tp and A = ¢; — 2, and
rewrite eq. (D.3) in terms of the new time variables as

NV oo oo rlpi| 4P
EO(T’A):W/O d|p1\/0 d|pa| |Q2|/ d|ps|

[1P1]—|P2]|

| |+17s]

- +p2|+|ps]+

x/# " || e iR Bl DA (D.4)
@2 = P3|

— 96 —



where we have set the number of spatial dimensions to three, defined ¢ = p7 + ps and
o S S S . . o 1/2 . . S

G = G + P, so that |G| = (|51[2 + 52| + 2| ]|72| cos 62) /% and |g3] = (|G + |53 +
2|@2||ps]| cos 03) 1/2, and changed the integrals over cosfy and cosfs to |gz| and |g3| using
dcosfy =

d|@2| and dcos 3 = d|gs|, respectively.

- Ip IIP \ Iq Hps\
We are interested in [~ dr [T dA Sg(r, A), which will then give us Cp(t). To regulate

the loop integral in eq. (D.4), we convert A into a Euclidean time coordinate by defining
A = —iA, as before. We then use dimensional regularization on A, absorbing the fractional
dimension fully into the time coordinate, so that the number of spatial dimensions is still
three. The double time integral of (7, A) then becomes

t—to —i)\2u6V 7(1+e)/2 t—to it _ — .
/ <h/cmszAy_@pMﬁFNvamA &[;dAA

iV
= — . D.
58982470t — 18 T O1°) (D-5)

We thus obtain Cy(t) = Exp [m}, which is also simply a phase factor and goes

to unity in the late-time limit.
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