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                    Abstract
It was natural that the exceptional properties of gold and the mystique surrounding the metal should induce man to seek medicinal applications for it. These attempts met with no apparent success until a few decades ago, when the efficacy of gold compounds in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis was confirmed. Nevertheless, they form an important, and sometimes colourful, part of the history of pharmacology and medicine.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Pharmacology: General Concepts
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2018
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Clinical translation of gold nanoparticles
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         31 August 2022
                                    

                                

                                Rui Zhang, Fabian Kiessling, … Roger M. Pallares

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Drugs and Other Remedies
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2016
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	P. Smit,Proc. Mine Med. Off. Assoc., 1968,47, 91

                    Google Scholar 
                

	H. E. Sigerist, ‘A History of Medicine’, Vol. I, New York, 1951, p. 283 A. C. Wootton, ‘Chronicles of Pharmacy’, Vol. I, 1910, reprinted Tuckahoe, N.Y., 1972, p. 40

	See Sigerist (2), pp. 471–477

	See (1)

	G. F. Most, ‘Enzyklopädie der gesammten Volksmedizin’, Graz, 1973, pp. 242–243

	W. Hand, ‘American Folk Medicine’, Berkeley, CA., 1976, p. 176

	W. H. S. Jones, transl., ‘Hippocrates’, Vol. I, II and III, London, 1923

	G. Marks and W. K Beatty, ‘The Precious Metals of Medicine’, New York, 1975, p. 27

	R. Multhauf,Bull. Hist. Med., 1954,28, 101–126
CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	W. G. Spencer, transl., ‘De Medicina of Celsus’ Vol. I, II and III, Cambridge, MA. 1938

	K. C. Bailey, ‘The Elder Pliny’s Chapters on Chemical Subjects’ Vol. I, London, 1929, p. 104

	See (7)

	W. Pagel, ‘Paracelsus’, Basel & New York, 1958, pp. 201 and 287

	M. Levy, transl., ‘The Medical Formulary of Aquábádhín or Al-Kindi’, Madison, WI., 1966, p. 234

	W. Kirkby,Chem. Drug., 1939,130, 682

                    Google Scholar 
                

	G. E. Trease, ‘Pharmacy in History’, London, 1964 p. 235

	G. Urdang, ‘Zur Geschichte der Metalle in den amtlichen deutschen Arzneibüchern’, Mittenwald, 1933, p. 15

	W. Schneider, ‘Lexicon zur Arnzneimittelgeschichte’. Vol. IV, Frankfurt, 1970, p. 55

	J. M. Stillman, ‘The Story of Alchemy and Early Chemistry’, New York, 1924, reprinted 1960, p. 266. For an example of Bacon’s influence see Oswald Croll, ‘Philosophy Reformed and Improved’, transl. H. Pinnell, London, 1657, pp. 91 ff.

	See Stillman (13), p. 190

	R. Multhauf,Bull. Hist. Med. 1956,38, 329

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See Stillman (13), p. 285

	See (9), p. 249

	See (9), p. 254

	See (9), p. 256

	L. Thorndike, ‘A History of Magic and Experimental Science’, Vol. II, New York, 1923, p. 857

	See (15), 344

	See (9), pp. 264 ff.

	See (9), p. 264

	R. Multhauf,ISIS, 1954,45, 364
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	J. R. Partington, ‘A History of Chemistry’, Vol. II, 1961, pp. 85–86

	V. Biringuccio’ ‘De La Pirotechnia’, 1540, transl. C. S. Smith, New York, 1942, p. 27

	See (26), p. 39

	T. von Hohenheim [Paracelsus] ‘Von den Krankheiten, die der Vernunft berauben’, in ‘Sämtliche Werke’, ed. K. Sudhoff, Vol. II, Munich and Berlin, 1930, p. 452

	J. Starobinski, ‘History of the Treatment of Melancholy’, New York, 1972, p. 38

	See Stillman (13), p. 315

	See (15), 339

	See (25), p. 255

	G. Urdang,Arch. Int. Hist. Sci., 1954,7, 311

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See (6), 117 ff.

	See (6), 117

	See (25), pp. 152 ff. and (9), pp. 195 ff.

	H. A. Sampson,ISIS, 1943,34, 472–496
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	See (25), pp. 156 ff. and (9), pp. 311–333

	‘Oeuvres de Bernard Palissy’, ed. F. St Fond, Paris, 1777, pp. 363–374

	G. Urdang,Arch. Int. Hist. Sci., 1954,7, 306 ff.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See Urdang (11), pp. 71 ff.

	‘Pharmacopeia Londinensis of 1618’, facsimile, ed. G. Urdang, Madison, WI., 1944, p. 46

	R. James, ‘A Medicinal Dictionary,…’, Vol. I, London, 1743, no pagination: under rubric ‘AUR’

	See (36), 487

	E. Bolnest, ‘Aurora Chymia …’, London, 1672, p. 99

	N. Culpeper, ‘Pharmacopoeia Londinensis; or the London Dispensatory …’, London, 1672, p. 51

	See (44), pp. 51 ff.

	See (44), p. 212

	K. Digby, ‘Choice and Experimented Receipts’, London, 1668, pp. 194 ff.

	See (25), pp. 355 ff.

	T. Thomson, ‘History of Chemistry’, Vol. I, London, 1830, p. 228

	See (42); and (25), pp. 278 ff.

	See (42)

	W. Harris, ‘Pharmacologica Anti-Empirica; …’, London, 1683, p. 42

	F. Anthony, ‘The Apologie or Defence of … A Medicine called Aurum Potabile’, London, 1616

	R. Boyle, ‘Of the reconcileableness of Specifick Medicines …’ London, 1685, p. 183

	H. Boerhaave, ‘Materia Medica …’, London, 1755

	R. Coatsworthet al., ‘Pharmacopoeia Pauperum or the Hospital Dispensatory’, London, 1718, pp. 3, 15 and 16

	See (42)

	W. Cullen, ‘Treatise of the Materia Medica’, Vol. I and II, Philadelphia, PA., 1808

	‘Pharmacopoeias of the London, Edinburgh and Dublin Colleges’, ed. J. Thomson, Edinburgh, 1815, pp. 6, 94 and 180

	J. A. Chrestien, ‘De la Méthode Iatraleptique; ou Observations …’ Paris, 1811. I was unable to obtain this work and so relied upon the following review: Anon.,Edinburgh Med. Surg. J., 1815,11, 239–243

	See (58), 240 ff.

	See (58), 240

	See (58), 243

	J. Cheesman, ‘On the Medicinal Properties of Gold’, New York, 1812, p. 20

	See (62), p. 2

	See (62), pp. 16 ff.

	See (62), p. 28

	See (62), pp. 21–28

	See (62), p. 28

	See (58), 243

	J. R. Coxe, ‘The American Dispensatory’, 7th Ed., Philadelphia, PA., 1827, p. 127

	G. B. Wood and F. Bache, ‘The Dispensatory of the United States of America’, Philadelphia, PA., 1834, p. 1086

	‘Pharmacopoeia of the United States of America’, Boston, MA., 1820, p. 89

	G. B. Wood and F. Bache, ‘The Dispensatory of the United States of America’, 5th Ed., Philadelphia, PA., 1843, p. 1257

	J. Pereira, ‘The Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics’, 2nd Ed., London, 1842, p. 685

	See (73), p. 684; and (72), p. 1258

	See (72), p. 1258

	See (73), p. 684

	A. Stille and J. Maisch, ‘The National Dispensatory’, 2nd Ed., Philadelphia, PA., 1879, p. 263

	S. Percy,Am. Med. Times, 1862,4, 75–76

                    Google Scholar 
                

	W. H. Walling,Med. Surg. Rep., 1895,72, 121–122 and 1897,76, 198–199

                    Google Scholar 
                

	G. A. Barclay,J Illinois State Hist. Soc, 1964,57, 344

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See (79), 346

	See (79), 347

	See (79), 347

	See (79), 351

	See (79), 364

	See (79), 364

	See (79), 354

	H. W. Morgan, ‘Drugs in America: A Social History’ Syracuse, N. Y., 1981, pp. 74–83

	J. K. Crellin,Br. J. Addict., 1980,75, 153–162
Article 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	J. Shoemaker,J Am. Med. Assoc., 1893,20, 658

                    Google Scholar 
                

	E. Wood,New York Med. J., 1893,58, 435 ff.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	J. P. Sheridan,New York Med. J., 1899,69, 634

                    Google Scholar 
                

	W. H. Walling,Med. Surg. Rep., 1897,76, 198

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See Shoemaker (87), 658

	See Shoemaker (87), 656

	See Wood (87), 435

	See Shoemaker (87), 656 and 658; Wood (87), 435; and (88), 634

	H. C. Wood, J. Remington and S. Sadtler, ‘Dispensatory of the United States of America’. 15th Ed., Philadelphia, PA., 1883, pp. 271 ff.

	A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil,New York Med. J., 1895,61, 140–142

                    Google Scholar 
                

	W. H. Walling,Med. Surg. Rep., 1895,72, 122

                    Google Scholar 
                

	R. Koch,Dtsche med. Wochenschr., 1890,16, 756–757

                    Google Scholar 
                

	R. Y. Keers,Thorax, 1980,35, 884–889
Article 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	M. J. Forestier,Bull. Mem. Soc. Med. Hop. Paris 1929, 323–327

	Research Subcommittee of the Empire Rheumatism Council,Ann. Rheum. Dis., 1960,19, 95–117
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	P. F. Hahnet al., J. Lab. Clin. Med., 1947,32, 1442
CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	‘Radioactive Isotopes in Medicine and Biology: Medicine’ ed. S. Silver, Philadelphia, PA., 1962, p. 256

	See Silver (99), p. 271

	‘Remington’s Pharmaceutical Sciences’, 16th Ed., ed. A. Osolet al., Easton, PA., 1980, p. 458


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of Wisconsin School of Pharmacy, Madison, WI, USA
Gregory J. Higby


Authors	Gregory J. HigbyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Higby, G.J. Gold in medicine.
                    Gold Bull 15, 130–140 (1982). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF03214618
Download citation
	Issue Date: December 1982

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF03214618


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Syphilis
	Fulminate
	Gold Compound
	United States Pharmacopoeia
	Gold Chloride








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.82.6.21
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    