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Aristotle not only produced an extremely significant work in Metaphysics and Logic, but
alsoin particular sciences likePhysics, Psychology andBiology. The adventof modern science
in the seventeenth century led people to dismiss almost all these latter contributions and to
assume that theycouldnotpossibly be of valuefor our ownera. However, as we nowapproach
the twenty-first century, deep changes are takingplace in the way theorists view the physical
world, some of which have proved analogous to certain viewsof Aristotle's. For example, we
now havecome to see - as he did earlier- that it is a mistake to try to understand scientific
facts within the contextof a mechanistic determinism and narrow positivism.

The purpose of this conference is to explorethe relevance of Aristotle'sthought to develop
ments in various different parts of contemporary science. More generally, we also intend to
showhow Aristotle'sthinking shedslighton problems aboutscientific method, the character of
scientific knowledge, theconcepts of causality andteleology, the roleof mathematics, thecriti
cism of atomism and determinism, and the understanding of fundamental categories.

The official language of the conference will be English. Plenary sessions will have simulta
neous translation (Greek, English, French).

Organizing committee: Demetra Sfendoni-Mentzou, University of Thessaloniki
JamesR. Brown, University of Toronto
DavidJohnson, York University
Jagdish Hattiangadi, York University
Argyris Nicolaidis, University of Thessaloniki

Mailing address to : Demetra Sfendoni-Mentzou, Chairperson Organizing Committee,
Department of Philosophy, University of Thessaloniki, Thessalo
niki 54006, Greece
e-mail: sfendoni@edlit.auth.gr.
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