
BOOK REVIEWS 

STELLATE GANGLION BLOCK. By DANIEL C. MOOBE, M.D Springfield, II1,: 
Charles C Thomas; Toronto: Ryerson Press. 1954. $.11 50. 

Tins well-illustrated monograph of 280 pages deals with all phases of stellate 
ganghon block. The original disseetaons of the thoraco-cervical portion of the 
sympathetac nervous system deserve speeml mentaon In addition to this excellent 
section on the anatomy of the re gmn an~t ~ e  distribution of the thoraeo-eervieal 
sympathetic elements, the author deals with the physmlogy of tins portion of the 
sympathetic nervous system, agents winch may be used for blocking it, various 
techniques, Includmg the use of X-rays and radio opaque substances, in per- 
formm'g stellate ganghon block The author has had wide experience of this 
techmque, and has made an exhaustive review of the literature. His discussion 
of the mdicatlons for the use of stellate ganghon block are briet but to the point. 
Tins volume should certainly be read by ever?, anaesthetist with an interest in 
regional anaesthesia, and the rewewer would hope that it will come to the atten- 
tmn of many of our colleagues in the profession who are unaware of the benefits 
winch may be derived from block of the stellate ganglion as a therapeutic 
measure 

R A G  

ANAESTHESIA IN OPHTHALMOLOGY By WALTER S ATrd_SSON, M D. Spring- 
field, Ill Charles C. Thomas, Toronto: Ryerson Press. 1955 $3 50. 

In this 83-page monograph ~he author discusses mainly all phases of local 
anaesthesia for operatmns on the eye and orbit. The selection, preparataon, and 
preoperative sedation of the patient are described m considerable detail, and 
sevelal important points concerning the necessity of individual selection of 
sedation and psychological preparataon of the patient for operation are empha- 
sized by graphs and cartoons There is a short leference to the use of Dramamine, 
Phenergan, and Thorazine for the control of postoperative nausea and vomiting. 

Local anaesthesia is described under the headings of topical, infiltration and 
block techniques. The advantages and disadvantages of th~ various accepted 
local anaesthelac drugs are discussed. An outhne of the anatomy o{ the eye is 
given and the various techniques are; clearly described an great detail with the 
aid of many diagrams and photographs 

Several pages are devoted to the question of toxic reaction to the local anaes- 
thetic drugs. The signs and symptoms are described and a very comprehensive 
discussmn on the emergency treatment of severe toxic reactions is given. Some 
very good pen point cartoons add a graphic touch to this important point 

The question of general anaesthesl~ is dealt with rather briefly and in a general 
way General anaesthesia IS advocated for operations on children, for extensive 
opel atmns for removal of orbital tumours, and for nervous people for enuclea- 
tions, muscle operations ete One reference ~s g~ven for the use of Pentothal and 
Curare In mtraoeular sm gery 

G.FS. 
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SELECTION OF ANESTHESIA. By JOHN ADRIaNI, M.D. Springfield, Ill.. Charles 
C. Thomas, Toronto Ryerson Press 827 page~. $7 95 
The surgeon and the internist are often faced with the problem not only of 

assessing and advising the practitioner and the patient regarding the outcome of 
an operation, but also of est~matlng the patlelat's suitabdlty for an anaesthetic, 
or type of anaesthetic. This text has been written by Dr. Adriani especially for 
guidance under such e~reumstanees, and doe5 not deal with the technique of 
anesthetic administration. 

Dr Adrian1 ~s Director of the Department of Anesthesiology, Charity Hospital 
and Professor of Surgery, Tulane University, Louisiana His book is well written 
and easy to read, with the chapters and paragraphs dearly headed up and 
indexed. He dwides the subject into three m~Lin parts (1) The Pharmaeology 
and Clinical Appheataon of Various Drug,; m Cummon Use, (2) Various Dise~ ses 
Complicating the Surgical Condition, (8) The Cholce of Anesthesia in Relation 
to the Operatmn to be Performed 

The consultant will find this book most helpft,l and the anaesthetist and student 
wall also profit greatly by reading it. 

S M.C. 


