
EDITORIAL 

THE ADDRESS GIVEN BY DK WESLEY BotmN~ ON THE 9CCASION oF ~-Ir. 
ANNUAL DINNER OF THE CANADIAN ANAESTHET~'rs' SOCmTY 

AT TORONTO, JUNE ~1, 1955 

MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

As honour from one's own associates is the best sort of honour, I, most warmly 
appreciate being called upon to stand before you this evening. Please accept my 
sincere thanks. It is splendid that we have with us S,r Robert and Lady 
Macintosh of Oxford who may be assured of hearty welcome to our midst  Sir 
Robert has done so much to advance the cause of anaesthesia the world about 
and h,s missionary work has been so outstanding that we are looking forward 
very keenly to hearing from him. 

I shall now make a few brief remarks concerning the progress of anaesthesia 
as a specialty. 

To begin with, it may be .mid that, lust as Roman education under the Empire 
used to emulate the god Janus in looking two ways at once ~o we of anaesthesia, 
whde preserving and strengthenmg the more immediate ~enets, have been facing 
the future with the aid of the past, still realizing that our main task is to inculcate 
how to inherit, apprec~Latlvely and cntmally. Again, with Janus, while cultivating 
the art of anaesthesia, we have .r and received knovcledge at the feet of 
the learned anchonte of the laboratory-so to overcome the temptation to provide 
pseudo-rational explanations. 

It would seem then, in words hke those of Henri Bergson, that, as in 
personality, anaesthesia, which is being bmlt up each instant with its acctmmlated 
experience, changes without ceasing-it shoots, grows, and ripens continuously. 
Each of its moments is somettm~g new added to what was before. A,~ for a 
conscious being, to exist is ~o change, to change is to mature, to mature is to go 
on creating oneself endlessly. Continuity of change, preservation of the past in 
the present, real duration-the living being seems, then, to share these attributes 
with consciousness. Can we go on further and say that life, hke conscious activity, 
is mventmn, is unceasing e~eation? 

There are some of us who can remember the first meeting of the Canadian 
Society of Anaesthetisls thirty-five years ago at Nmgara Falls. It was a rel[atively 
small affair, but we were honoured by such distinguished visitors as Drs. Cuedel 
and McMechan from the United States of America and Dr. Boyle from London 
who represented the anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland through the 
Section on Anaesthetics of the Royal Society of Medicine. At that time, Drs. 
Boyle and McMechan were accompanied by their charn~ing consorts, Mildred 
and Laurette, respectively. The Jarmans have brought us felicitations from 
Mildred Boyle and we are delighted to have Laurette McMechan with us now. 
Great have been the changes since then, and we are happy to have wit_h us, at 
this meeting, so many mole than ever before of the anaesthetists of the Old 
Country. 
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Great have been the changes in our knowledge-~mowledge of the basic 
sciences, of drugs, of methods, of combinations of both of these, of preoperative 
and postoperative care; and we are pleased to be so much more closely associated 
with our confrbres of Great Britain. 

But the very best change is that which has come ~rom our efforts to make 
sure that anaesthesia will go on to become better and better through organized 
training and through organization of research. Already there are several centres 
fdr such activity. Wl'nle these are evolving, undoubtedly o~Lers will come into 
being. Already the leaders of such a centre are to be congratulated, for they 
have not hesitated before the magnitude of the task to be accomphshed. Already 
they are recompensed by success, for they have Iesolw~d to go to the very end 
of their effort. Let us say with Mohbre, "que plus l'obstacle est grand, plus on a 
de gloxre ~ le surmonter" 

There is gratfficatmn in seeing teachers surrounded by circles of eager and 
often emulatlve youth. Such young people are apt to act as though they did heed 
Lord Bertrand Russell's words: "Imagmahon, memory, deslre~ thought and belief 
all involve ideas, and ideas are connected wxth suspended reactm',ns. Ideas, in 
fact, are parts of causes of actmns, which become complete causes when a 
suitable stimulus is applied." (Human Knowledge: Its Scope and Limits, 1948.) 

And now, we may be uplifted as we realize that more and more teaching 
centres are being created and that research in anaesthesia is being extended. At 
the 1954 Annual Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science held m Oxford, Lord Adrian, Nobelist of Cambridge, said in his 
presidential address: "If all goes well with our trai_cLing, the brains we have 
ought to be more civilised than those of our fathels and[ those of the next 
generation more ciwlisect than ours." 

We may well be encouraged m the knowledge that advance m our specialty 
helps to extend the arm of surgery in humane rescue, .and, when we ponder our 
moral obligations, let us re-dedicate ourselves and with Worclsworth say: 

O Duty! . . . 
Give unto me, made lowly wise, 
The sprat of self-saerdlee; 
The confidence of reason give, 
And in the hght of truth thy bondman let me livel 

Ode to Duty 

EDITORIAL 

ALLOCUTION DU Dti WESLEY BOURNE A L'OCCASION DU DINF~ ANNUEL 
DE LA SOCIETI~' CANADIENNE D'ANESTI~SlE .~ TO1RONTO 

LE 21 p_~N 1955 

M. LE P~SmENT, MESDAMES, MESSIEURS: 

Un honneur regu de ses associ~s est le meilleur que l'on peut recevolr et c'est 
pourquoi je sins profond6ment touch~ d'avoir 6t4 appel~ ~ prendre la parole ici, 
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ce sore Je vous prie d'accepter mes smc~res remerciements. C'est un grand 
plalsir pour nous d'avoir Sir Robert et Lady Macm~osh d'Ordord en notre 
compagnie. Ils peuvent ~tre assur6s du plus chaleureux accueil parmi nous. Sir 
Robert a falt tellement pore" faire progresser l'anesth6me ~ travers le monde et 
son ~euvre a ~t6 sl remarqu~ble que nous sommes vivement int6ress6s ~ ee qu'il 
nous dlra. 

Je veux mamtenant fair quelques brefs commentaires au sulet du progr~s de 
l'anesth~sle comme sp~ciaht~k 

Pour d6buter, on peut &re clue comme l'~ducat_ton romaine sous rEmpire, qui, 
smvant l'exemple du dleu [anus, regardalt deux cot6s en m6me temps, ainsi 
nons, anesth~slstes, alors que nous pr~serwons et renforeicions les prineipes les 
plus lmm~dlats, avons envisa g~ le futur nous servait du pass6 t6alisant que notre 
tfiehe prlnelpale est d'inculcluer tm espint critique mals aussi appr6ciatif des 
falts De m~me, comme Janus, tout en cultivant t a r t  de l'anesth~sie nous avons 
recherch~ et trouv~ la science aupr~s de Fhomme de laboratoire repoussant 
ainm la tentatmn de pr@arer des exphcations pseudo-ratmneUes. 

I1 semble ~tre, pour prendre les mots d'Henri Bergson clue, comme la 
personnaht6, l'anesth6sie qm progresse ~t chaque instant avec son experience 
accumul~e, change sans cesse, s'avance, grandlt et s'epanouit continuellement. 
Chacune de ces pouss~es est quelque chose de neuf qui s'ajonte ~ ce qui ~tait 
auparavant. Comme pour l'?tre consclent, pour qm exlster est changer, changer 
est mfinr, mfirir est se c16er sm-mgme eontinuellement. Contmuitg sans le 
ehangement, pr~servatmn du pass~ dans le present, dur6e r~elle, l'~tre vivant 
semble alors partager ces attnbuts avec la conscience. Peut-on aller plus loin et 
d~re que la we comme l'actavitg consclente est invention et er6ataon continue? 

I1 y e n  a patrol vous que se rappellent la premiere renmon de la Socigt6 
Canadlenne d'Anesth6me 11 y a trente clnc 1 ans aux Chutes Niagara. Ce fiat une 
modeste affmre, cependant nous ffimes honor~s par la prdsence de visiteurs aussi 
d~stmgu~s qne les docteurs GuedeI et MeMechan des Etats-Ums et aussi le 
docteur Boyle de Londres q.m repr~senta~t les anesth~s~stes de Grande Bretagne 
et d'Irlande par l'entrem~se de la Soc~6t~ Boyale de M~deeme Ace t t e  oeeasion, 
les doeteurs Boyle et McMechan ~ta~ent accompagn~s de leurs charmantes 
@ouses, Mildred et Laurette. Les Jarmans nous ont transm~s les fglieitations de 
M~ldred Boyle et nous sommes tr~s heureux d'avolr Laurette McMechan avee 
nous ee so~r Les ehoses ont blen ehang~es depms et nous sommes heureux 
d'avo~r avee nous, ~ eette r6umon, un groupe plus large clue lamais d'anesth6sistes 
d'Angleterre. 

I1 y a eu aussi de grands changements dans nos connaissanees, connaissances 
des sciences de base, des mgd~carnents, des techniques, de combinaison des deux 
et auss~ de soms pr~- et postop6ratotres. Nous sommes aussi r6jouls d'etre 
beaucoup plus intirnement assocffs avec nos confreres de Urande Bretagne. 

Cependant le mexlleur des ehangements est qu~e ce qul a r~sult6 de nos efforts 
pour assurer le progr~s de l'anesth~me va se eontinuer pour devenir encore 
medleur an moyen de l'entraLnement orgams~ et la recherche. D~j~t il y a 
plumeurs centres pour une-. telle actlvit~. Alors qu'ils ~voluent, d'autres 
s'orgamsent. I1 n'est pas trop t6t pour f~hciter les chefs de ces centres car ils 
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n'ont pas h6sit6 devant rempleur de la t~che h aceomplir. D61~ ils ont re~u la 
r~compense du succ6s parce qu'fls 6tamnt r6solus d'aller ~ la lunite de leur effort. 
Disons donc avec Moh6re "que plus robstacle est ~and,  plus on a c e gloire 
le surmonter." 

Quand on voit les professeurs entour6s d'616ves d6sireux d'apprendre et si 
souvent remphs d'6mulation on 6prouve de la satlslaction. Ces jeunes gens sont 
aptes {t aglr comme s'ils avaient entendu Lord Bertrand Russell dire: "L'imagina- 
lion, la m6moire, le d6slr, la pens6e et la croyance: tous font naltre des 
id6es et les ld6es en fast sont des 616ments causMffs d'actlon qui deviennent 
causes v~ritables ~t l'occasion d'un stamtdus ad6quat." (Human Knowledge: Its 
Scope and Limits, 1948.) 

Et mamtenant, nous nous voyons progresser alors que nous r6ahsons qu'il y a 
des centres d'enselgnement de plus en plus nombreux et clue la recherche en 
Anesth6sie se d6veloppe. 

A la r6union annuelle de 1954 de l'Assocmtion Britannique pour rAvancement 
de la Semnee ~t Oxford, Lord Adrian de Cambridge dlsmt lors de son diseours 
pr6sidentml, "Si notre entralnement est bon, nos cerveaux devratent 4tre plus 
civilis4s que eeux de nos p6res, et ceux de la proehame g6n6ratmn, plus que 
les notres." 

Nous devons nous senti~ encourag6s h la pens6e qtte le progr6s de notre 
sp6eiaht6 aide ~t 6tendre le champ de la chuxtrgm pour le soulagement des 
humains. Lorsque nous pensons A nos obligatmns morales, rappelons-nous notre 
devo~r et avee Wordsworth &sons-  

0 Duty1 
Give unto me, made lowly wise, 
The sprat of self-sacrtfice, 
The confidence of reason give, 
And m the fight of truth thy bondman let me hver 

Ode to Dz~ty 

COI~_RESPONDENCE 

Under the headmg of CORRESPONDENCE we pubhsh for the first time m this 
Journal, a letter from an anaesthetist invitmg replies from interested readers of 
this Journal. Such correspondence has had a place in many medical journals, and 
has proved frequently to be of great value in the exchange of lnformataon and 
opinions which it permits, without the submissmn of forrna_ papers or discussions. 
We sincerely hope that our readers will take up the ln~Ltation to reply which is 
contained in Dr. Fairley's letter, and that this new sectaon of the Journal will 
become a valuable medium for the exchange of information and personal 
opimons. 


