
BOOK REVIEWS 

OBSTETRICAL ANAESTHESIA, ITS PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE. B y  
BERT B. HEI~SI-IENSON, lVE.D. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C: Thomas; Toronto: 
Ryerson Press. Pp 403. $310.50. 

The title is somewhat raisleadmg, as the text allots considerable space to 
anaesthetics in general, including a chapter on the signs of anaesthesia. The 
author has a tendency to be somewhat verbose, and in discussing such things as 
infant resuscitation, he inc]udes just about every known methoc. The reviewer 
feels that this would confuse any reader, experienced anaesthetist or otherwise. 
There is a curious reference to local ari~testhetics as "solid" anaesthetics, and 
spinal anaesthesia includes the intra- and extradural tec~aaique, with little stud 
about the latter. In the chapter on relaxants, the doses suggested are no more 
than homeopathic, compared to the British and Canadian standard. The chapter 
on premedication on obstetrics is rather good with a complete review of the 
pharmacology of the drugs employed. The author in his preface states "Obstet- 
rical Anaesthesia has been  designed for the student of Medicine, the practicing 
physician, and the obstetrician in order to clarify the proposes of the anaesthe- 
siologist." 

S.L.V. 

CONTROLLED HYPOTENS!ON. By DAVID M. LrrrLE, Jr., M.D. Springfield, 
Ill.: Charles C. Thomas, 'toronto: Ryerson Press. Pp. 159. 

This short text is, m reality, a monograph on methods, physiological aspects, 
complications, indications, etc. of induced hypotenslon. It embodies a very 
extensive and excellent review ,of the literature, with over 500 references. Re- 
ferred to tbAroughout is the Yale University survey of induced hypotension, made 
in Great Britain and the United States, which revealed appalling figures on 
morbidity and mortality. The author points out the lack of fundamental investi- 
gation into the physiologacal changes, and shows how the indiscrimina le use of 
induced hypotension increases the risk to the patient. It is a useful p'_-ocedure 
in hmited circumstances, e~s discussed under indications .and requirements. This 
book is strongly recommended to ali'anaesthetists as it d~'scusses from a clear, 
concise, and conservative viewpoint, a controversial subject. 

S.L.V. 

CLINICAL ANALGETICS. By E. G. GRoss, M.D. and ~ M. J. S ~ N ,  PH.D. 
Springfield, Il l :  Charles C. Thomas; Toronto: Ryerson Press. 1955, $8.25. 

This monograph in the American Lecture Series is well written and contains 
much interesting material. The introductory chapter states that it is intended for 
general practitioners, dentists, pharmacists, and medical students and it seems 
that it is well suited for such readers. It contains insufficient information for the 
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specialist anaesthetist and the emphasis is not ~ranged  fox" such an audience. 
Of the ninety pages of text, fourteen are spent on salicylates, parammophenols, 

and pyrazolone and twenty on local anaesthetacs. General anaesthetics are, by 
definition, not included. 

The bibliographies, at the end of each section, are good. 
H.B.F. 

M Y S T E R I O U S  W A T E R S  TO GUARD.  By WESLEY BOUI~NE, M.D., C M., M.SC, 
F.R.C.P.(C), F.I.C.A, D A, r A C A, F F.A ~ C S Toronto Ryerson Press Price 
$10.25. 

This volume is a collection of papers previously published by Dr Bourne. For 
those who appreciate the author's poelac prose and his command of the English 
vocabulary, it wall be most pleasant reading, but ew:n for those who appreciate 
nothing more than modern medical journalese the book presents an interesting 
panorama of the growth of knowledge of Anaesthesm from 1925 tO 1952, as 
seen by one of the most widely known and best informed of Canadian anaes- 
thetists. This reviewer felt that the Shelleyan adjectives and unusual verbs which 
"come at" one from every page were much better when coupled with Dr. 
Bourne's superb oratorical brilliance, but having heard the author speak on 
frequent occasions, he was able to imagine them issmng in golden tones rather 
than static in the cold printed page, and the whole experience was delightful. 
The addition of a sermon as the concluding essay in the volume rounds out 
the picture of the enigma that is Wesley Bourne, a ad I would recommend the 
volume particularly to those who know him and love tnm 

R.A G. 

COMPLICATIONS OF REGIONAL ANAESTHESIA By DANIEL C MooPJ~, 
M.D. Toronto: Ryerson Press Price $11.50. 

In this volume Dr. Moore presents a very complete chscussion of the compli- 
cations of regional anaesthesia in all its forms. The only fault which this reviewer 
finds with the volume is in the section relating to general toxic reactions to local 
anaesthetic drugs. Here the reference to a metallic taste as an inchcalaon of the 
commencement of a general toxic reaction is consiclered unforkmate, since this 
phenomenon occurs in every case in which Procaine is injected intravenously, 
without other evidence of toxacity. This reviewer is likewi,;e unable to accept the 
point of view repeatedly expressed by Dr. Moore that depression of the central 
nervous system by local anaesthetic drugs is a dhect  result of previous over- 
stimulation. These oblections, however, m no way minimize the value of this 
volume, which should certainly be read by all anaesthetists who are domg 
regional anaesthesia. Dr. Moore is to be congratulated on the tremendous amount 
of effort which has gone into the preparation of this volume. 

R.A.G. 


