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Book Reviews 

Clinical Atlas of Transesophageal Echocardiography 
Martin E. Goldman. Mount Kisco, NY: Futura Publish- 
ing Company, 1993. 376 pp. ISBN 0-87993-539-1. 
$149.00 (US). 

This book serves well as a pictorial reference of tran- 
soesophageal echocardiography (TEE). It contains over 
500 well-illustrated quality images. The use of sequenced 
images, colour Doppler and multiple-plane examination 
views are particularly useful in illustrating TEE d~agnosis. 

The subject matter is comprehensively laid out in 13 
chapters and covers the full spectrum of cardiac abnor- 
malities. Valvular heart disease is emphasized and there 
are good sections dealing with aortic dissection and adult 
congenital heart disease. 

Various aspects of this book can be appreciated by 
candidates with different interests and levels of expertise. 
The introduction to the basic examination, standard TEE 
views and more common cardiac abnormalities will be 
valuable to the beginner. The more complex and unusual 
TEE cases provide a good reference for the more ex- 
perienced. As an anaesthetist, I found the sections on 
mitral valve repair, coronary artery disease and intraop- 
erative applications of TEE of particular interest. This 
book, however, is not meant to be a comprehensive in- 
troductory text for the anaesthetist starting out with TEE. 
It would be a valuable addition to any cardiac anaesthesia 
departmental library. 

Paul Kapnoudhis MD FRCPC 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Differential Diagnosis of Acute Pain By Body Region 
Stanley L. Wiener. McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, 1993. 
845 pp. ISBN 0-07-070177-6. $96.60 (Cdn). 

This book is a single-authored text created specifically 
for the differential diagnosis of acute pain from any cause 
and "is not another volume on pain management de- 
signed to deal with chronic pain." The text classifies pain 
management by anatomical location, an approach which 
the author claims is original. 

There are 51 chapters listed in two tables of contents. 
The fast listing is the usual descriptive rifle of the body 
portion to which the chapter refers. The second listing 
consists of drawings with the appropriate anatomic lo- 
cation shaded to indicate the chapter topic. Since this 

is a single-authored text, each chapter has an identical 
layout which consists of a diagnostic list, summary of 
each diagnosis, table of disease incidence (either common, 
uncommon, or rare) and a detailed description of each 
type of pain. There is no discussion of disease patho- 
physiology, therapy or prophylaxis, a fact the author states 
clearly in the preface of the text. However, a list of ap- 
propriate references is provided for these aspects of dis- 
ease management. 

There are some limitations to this book. Diseases that 
can present with pain in multiple locations are listed re- 
currently. For example, reflex sympathetic dystrophy is 
described in each of the three chapters on hand, ankle, 
and foot pains. There is minimal discussion of iatrogenic 
pain and specifically no discussion of postoperative pain. 
Lastly, though not specifically stated, the text appears 
to apply to only adults, e.g., the differential diagnosis 
of sore throat and airway obstruction includes epiglottis 
but not croup. 

In spite of the above limitations, I recommend this 
book for any primary care physician. I also recommend 
this text to those anaesthetists practising pain manage- 
ment because, despite the book's claim to avoid discus- 
sion of chronic pain, it does include five chapters devoted 
to back pain, three to neck pain, and a very detailed 
chapter involving head pain. 

Neal H. Badner MD FRCPC 
London, Ontario 

Congr~s National d'anesth~sie-r~animation: Conferences 
d'actualisafion 1993 
Comitd scientifique de la SFAR, Masson, 1993. 688 pp. 
380 E 

Ce volume constitute une recueil des rrsumrs des 
conf&ences d'actualisation du 35 ien~ Congrrs National de 
la Socirt6 Fran~aise d'Anesthrsie et de Rranimation 
(1993). Il s'agit en fait de l'rquivalent franf~ais de 
~ l'Annual Refresher Course Lectures ~) de ~ l'American 
Society of Anesthesiologists ~. I1 en a d'ailleurs environ 
les m~mes dimensions et est reli6 avec une couverture 
flexible. En comparaison avec son cousin am&icain, il 
est plus ais6/l 1ire avec une raise en page beaucoup plus 
arrre, des caractrres de dactylographie plus gros ainsi 
que l'utilisation judicieuse de plusieurs graphiques et ta- 
bleaux. 
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La premi6re moiti6 du volume est consacr6e aux 
conf6rences d'actualisation concernant l'anesth6sie et l a  
douleur. Plusieurs des sujets ressemblent d'ailleurs beau- 
coup aux sujets trait6s au congr6s am6ricain de rASA. 
Par exemple, on retrouve << anesth6sie et hypertension 
intra-crfmienne )), <t intubation difficile chez renfant )), 
~ probl6mes pos6s ~t ranesth6siste par un patient infects 
par le VIH )), et d'autres sujets couvrant autant le do- 
maine de ranesth6sie obst6tdcale que le domaine de 
l'6quipement sans oublier l'analg6sie post-op6ratoire. 
Chaque r6sum6 de conf6rence est pr6sent6 de fa~on iden- 
tique avec, en premi6re page, une section t< points es- 
sentiels )) r6sumant en un coup d'oeil les points impor- 
tants de la conf6rence. Chaque sujet est d6taill6 sur dix 
~t quinze pages et ce, en g6n6ral, de f a~n  tr6s claire. 

La deuxi6me moiti6 du volume est consacr6e/t la r6- 
animation et aux urgences. I1 est int6ressant de noter que 
les conf6rences couvrant cette section tiennent une place 
aussi importante dans le volume que celles couvrant 
la section anesth6sie et douleur, ce qui nest pas le cas 
pour le volume de << I'ASA )). Encore une fois, on y 
retrouve plusieurs sujets communs ~t rASA tel que 
<~ pneumopathie d~ahalation en r6animafion ~), 
~t complications de l'intubation et de la trach6otomie ~), 
~< h6morragies graves en obst6trique ~), et plusieurs autres. 

En r6sum6, ce volume me semble atteindre les mSmes 
buts que son cousin am6ricain de l'American Society of 
Anesthesiologists et est recommand6 pour une br6ve 
revue de plusieurs sujets d'actualit6. Je vous recommande 
tout particuli6rement la lecture de la derni6re conf6rence 
intitul6e <~ envenimations vip6rines en France ~), qui traite 
des morsures de serpent, un sujet dont nous n'avons pas 
l'occasion de discuter trb.s souvent au Canada. 

Claude Perreault FRCPC 
Montr6al, Qu6bec. 
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