
BOOK REVIEWS 

HALOGENATED ANESTHETICS. Edited by jOSEPH F. AItTUSlO, JR. Philadelphia: 
F. A. Davis Company; Toronto: The Ryerson Press. 1963. $8.25. " 

Tins VOLVME is presented as the first of a new 
specialty of ariaesthesiology. It coflsists of an intro 
general considerations of halogenated anaesthpties," 
on the severn halogenated compounds in eurren 
It contains little that is not available in current e, 
of anaesthesia and while it may be useful as an ir 

~eries of monographs in the 
tuctory chapter dealing with 
and a series of review papers 
t use as anaesthetic agents. 
titions of standard textbooks 
trodnction to the subject for 

medical students and junior interns, this reviewer cannot regard it as a useful 
edition to the library of the serious studen! of the specialty. The misspelling 
of two well-known names on the first two pages and the use of a sentence such 
as "'The carbon dioxide removal from the body. will go on unimpeded by ade- 
quate ventilation" also leave something to be desired. 

R.A.G. 

RECENT ADVANCES IN ANAESTHESIAI AN D ANALGESIA. Edited by 
C. LANGTON HEWER. Ninth Edition. London: J. &A. Churchill Limited; Toronto: 
British Book Service (Canada) Limited. 1965. $10.50. 

THIs ~_Nra EDITION of Hewer's well-known "Re 
for the first time, a mutiple-author book. It has 
of well-known British Anaesthetists, each of who 
deal with his subject. It reflects current British tic 
thesia at their best. Each section contains a wel 
many readers will find of great value. The au 
be congratulated on their success in reviewing sue 
a relatively small volume. 

.'ent Advances" has become, 
een well written by a group 
na is particularly qualified to 
ought and practice in anaes- 
1-chosen bibliography, which 
:hors and the editor are to 
~( a wide range of material in 

R.A.G. 

INHALATION ANESTHETICS AND CARBOHgDttATE METABOLISM. By 
NICHOLAS M. GItEENE, M.D. Baltimore: William~ and Wilkins Co. 1968. $7.00. 

Tins MONOGBAPH reviews extensively the current knowledge of the effect of 
inhalation anesthetic agents on carbohydrate metabolism, It poses more problems 
than it solves and will stimulate research in this field. 

The first chapter is a pithy summary of recent v~o'rk ict normal biochemistry of 
carbohydrate metabolism and is not recommended for leisurely armchair perusal. 

The largest part of the book is devoted to a comprehefisive summary of all 
-~e  published work on the effect of diethyl ether[on carbohydrate metabolism. 
Dr. Greene s excellent criticism of the protocol and interpretation of results is 
recommended to all those interested in research in this fie]ld. 
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This explanation of the importance of relating pyruvgte/lactate ratios to 
hypoxie metabolism rather than lactate levels alon~ is ~erse and lucid. No 
mention is made of recent work on alloxan-diabetic animalsL nor are any recom- 
mendations in clinical management of diabetic patients _ brevetted. 

For a proper appreciation of this work, a desk, sI~ff r pad, an~t pencil 
are required. This book will be rewarding for those who take the time to 
consider it carefully. 

M.M. 

SYMPOSIUM ON RESPIRATORY PHYSIOLOGY. British Medical Bulletin, Vol. 19, 
No. 1 (1963). The Britxsh Council, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1. $5.00. 

THIS ~SStrE of the British Medical Bulletin contains seventeen articles each of 
which authoritatively outlines current thinking on a differept a~rea of respiratory 
physiology. Anaesthetists will be particularly interested in d e  s~ctio~s on "Regu- 
lation of Breathing" by A. C. Dornhorst, "Central ControlOf Respiratory Move- 
ments" by B. Delisle Burns, and "Respiratory Distress in Newborn" by L. B. 
Strang. 

Those particularly interested in this field of physiology v~ill find lucid reviews 
of many other problems which have received special attention in recent years. 
Thus ventilation- blood flow relationships are discussed by J. B. West, C. T. 
Dollery, and P. Hugh-Jones. The newer techniques fo~ detecting regional 
changes, using radioactive tracer substances, are described I. A chapter by R. E. 
Prattle summarizes much of the information accumulated on the factors which 
cause the surface tension in the alveoli to vary, indicating the important part this 
plays in pulmonary mechanics. 

H.B.F. 


