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                    Summary
In our study, alcohol was the most frequently encountered contributing etiologic factor. Fifty-one per cent of the patients gave a history of the consumption of alcoholic beverages in excessive amounts.
The average duration of life for the 158 patients who died after the onset of ascites was 12.9 months; the forty-two patients who were alive at the completion of this study had survived for an average of 45.5 months.
The most frequent causes of immediate death were coma, gastro-intestinal hemorrhage and infection.
Satisfactory results of treatment were obtained for 30.7 per cent of the patients who received a high carbohydrate diet and diuretic agents, as compared to excellent results for 44 per cent in the group that received a high carbohydrate, high vegetable protein diet and large doses of vitamins.
Diuretic remedies, on which so much therapeutic reliance has been placed in the past, probably do more harm than good except in selected cases.
Omentopexy for ascites proved to be a failure.
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