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(previous ly  wr i t t en  by  C. N. I -r. Long)  is a b iassed  p i c tu re  ; t hus ,  in  t he  b ib l iography  
the  on ly  reference  to  t h e  Coris is a s ingle pape r  w r i t t en  in  1929, while f i f teen bea r  
t h e  n a m e s  o f  Soskin,  Lev ine  or  Mirsky.  T h i s  change  of  ou t look  m a y  be a good  t h i n g  
as  t h e  classical  t h e o r y  of  d i a b e t e s  b a s e d  on  t h e  non -u t i l i s a t i on  o f  glucose ha s  h a d  a 
long a n d  u n q u e s t i o n e d  inn ings .  To t h e  un in i t i a t ed ,  however ,  i t  would  seem wiser  
for s t a n d a r d  t e x t b o o k s  to  a d o p t  a m o r e  neu t r a l  ou t look  towards  confl ic t ing views.  

T h e  ed i to r  h a s  in te r locked  t h e  v a r i o u s  c h a p t e r s  w i th  obv ious  care, b u t  some  cross- 
reference  s h o u l d  be inc luded  in t h e  two c h a p t e r s  wh ich  are  conce rned  wi th  r i cke t s  
a n d  ca l c ium metabo l i sm.  T h e r e  a re  a few m i n o r  inaccurac ies  b u t  a h igh  s t a n d a r d  is 
m a i n t a i n e d  in all chapters .  

W e  a re  r a p i d l y  a p p r o a c h i n g  a p h a s e  o f  s a t u r a t i o n  o f  med ica l  t ex tbooks  E a c h  
y e a r  s ince  t h e  W a r  n e w  v o l u m e s  are  pub l i shed  ded ica t ed  to some  new a p p r o a c h  or to  
s o m e  h i t h e r t o  neglec ted  f ace t  o f  m e d i c a l  pract ice .  The  d u t y  o f  the  reviewer  is, 
therefore ,  to  a g rea te r  degree  to  adv i se  w h e t h e r  a book  is a n  economic  p ropos i t ion  
or  a l u x u r y .  One  c a n  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  th i s  work  because  i t  con t a in s  a m o s t  
p rac t i ca l  rev iew of  d iabe tes  a n d  hypoglyc~emia,  cover ing  also m a n y  aspec t s  of  app l ied  
phys io logy  a n d  endocr ino logy  w h i c h  are  n o t  inc luded  in  m o s t  o rd ina ry  t e x t b o o k s  
o f  in t e rna l  medicine .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  c h a p t e r s  dea l ing  w i t h  wa te r  me tabo l i sm,  obesi ty ,  
u n d e r - n u t r i t i o n ,  t h e  a v i t a m i n o s e s  a n d  po rphyr i a  m e t a b o l i s m  are  inc luded.  I t  is 
d o u b t f u l  where  one is to  d r a w  t h e  l ine in  t h e  def in i t ion  o f  m e t a b o l i s m  ; a c h a p t e r  on 
renal  d isease  is inc luded,  whi le  the  l iver  is dea l t  w i th  in a m o r e  cu r so ry  fash ion  
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T h i s  m a y  be  looked u p o n  as  a c o m p a n i o n  to, a n d  successor  of, t h e  Gowland  H o p k i n s  
m e m o r i a l  v o l u m e  (in th i s  ser ies  s o m e  y e a r s  ago}, New Currengs i,~ Biochemistry It, 
is a m o s t  usefu l  accoun t  of  m a n y  a spec t s  of  e n z y m e  research,  b o t h  academic  a n d  clinical. 
W e  c a n n o t  s a y  wi th  a n y  ce r t i tude  t h a t  t h e  pu re ly  academic  in t e res t  o f  t o -day  m a y  
n o t  be  t h e  g rea t e s t  clinical i m p o r t a n c ~  in  a few m o n t h s .  W e  are  a t  t he  open ing  o f  
a n  i m m e n s e  expans ion  in  our  knowledge  o f  h u m a n  phys io logy,  pa tho logy  a n d  clinical 
medic ine ,  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  t h e  newer  knowledge  of  t he  e n z y m e  m a k e - u p  of  t he  
ind iv idua l  o rgans  of t h e  b o d y  a n d  clearer  no t ions  o f  the i r  significance.  I t  is l i t t le  
m o r e  t h a n  ha l f  a c e n t u r y  s ince  t h e  r ecogn i t ion  of h o r m o n e s  a n d  the i r  impor t ance  ; 
t he re  a re  b u t  few of  t h e m ,  a m i n u t e  f rac t ion  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  va r i e t y  of  e n z y m e s  in 
t h e  body .  W e  know,  as ye t ,  l i t t le  o f  t h e  m o d e s  b y  w h i c h  an  e n z y m e  m a y  be cal led 
in to  a c t i o n  or how a n  e n z y m e  m a y  affect  t h e  reac t ion  of  a t i s sue  to a ho rmone  (the 
work  on f l .Glycuronidase  a n d  i t s  r e l a t ed  e n z y m e s  as  de ta i l ed  b y  L e v v y  in th i s  
v o l u m e  shows  one o f  t h e  w a y s  w h i c h  lies ahead) .  

Modern  resea rch  in t h i s  field h a s  s h o w n  t h a t ,  as  was  sugges t ed  b y  She r r ing ton  for 
t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  the re  is a lso a " final c o m m o n  p a t h  '" for t he  fuel  o f  t i s sue  
energy ,  t h e  special  ene rgy  o f  t h e  p y r o p h o s p h a t e  bonds  o f  adenos ine  t r i p h o s p h a t e  
(A.T. ?). All foodstuffs  a re  d e g r a d e d  (at which  s tage  o x y g e n  is used) by  a va r i e t y  of  
me tabo l i c  processes  so as  to  lead  to  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  h igh  ene rgy  p h o s p h a t e  bonds ,  
w h i c h  s u p p l y  t h e  u l t i m a t e  ene rgy  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a g l and  works  or a musc le  con t rac t s .  

T h i s  bu l l e t in  con ta ins  a n u m b e r  o f  ar t ic les  on t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  p rob lem,  s u c h  as  
those  b y  Ke i l in  a n d  Sla ter  a n d  b y  Krebs .  The re  are  m a n y  o the r s  on p rob l ems  on 
a field less r e m o t e  f rom t h e  clinical.  There  is as  y e t  l i t t le  m e n t i o n  of  how these  e n z y m e s  
are  con t ro l l ed  b e y o n d  a h i n t  r e l a t i ng  t h e m  to t h e  hormones .  I t  opens  an  i m m e n s e  
field o f  specula t ion .  The  rev iewer  can  hea r t i ly  r e c o m m e n d  th i s  ve lume ,  t h e  knowledge  
in w h i c h  is p r e sen t ed  in  a n  eas i ly  c o m p r e h e n d e d  m a n n e r .  
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diagnosis was made by the pathological examination of the tumour, and 
confirmed by the post-mortem examination of the lungs, which were also 
the seat of tuberculosis. 
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