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colposcopy,  is m a n d a t o r y  in any  gynaecological examinat ion,  largely to exclude epi- 
dermoid  carc inoma of  the  cervix.  Special depar tments  of exfoliative cytology have 
been created no t  on ty  in the  U.S.A. bu t  in m a n y  other  parts  of  the wor ld  and it is c la imed 
ca rc inoma  of  the cervix could become a preventable  disease. The average detection rate  
of 6 per  1,000 w o m e n  examined ,  of which 3 would be clinically unsuspected,  would 
jus t i fy  th i s  v iew a l though  f rom m y  experience the figure seems surpris ingly high. 

I n  m y  ov¢~1 v iew exfoliat ive cytology has achieved such wide acceptance t ha t  all 
gb~accological pa tho logis t s  and  clinical gynaecologists should acquire experience in 
the  me thod .  At  the  present  t ime  in I re land  very little interest is shown and it is to he 
hoped  t h a t  the  reading of  th is  vo lume will engender greater but  none the less critical 
en thus ia sm.  

The s y m p o s i u m  on shock is more  controversial.  The classification of  shock and 
shocklike s ta tes  and  the  t r e a t m e n t  is admit tedly  s tandard bu t  the main  emphas i s  
be ing  on  ab rup t io  placentae,  amnio t ic  fluid embolism, on septic and endotoxin  shock 
and  on  the  possible  re la t ionship  of  some of these syndromes to the Shwar tzman  
p h e n o m e n o n  creates some  imbalance.  At  the  present t ime the ma in  causes of  fatal 
shock  excluding haemor rhage  are related to manual  removal of a retained placenta  
and  to rup tu re  of  the  u terus ,  a l though  abrupt io  placentae remains a problem if a de- 
cl ining one. I was  pleased to see tha t  two contr ibutors  refer to shock which occurs at  
or  a b o u t  the  t ime  of  delivery or dur ing the early puerperium in pat ients  who have no 
obvious  or  recognizable cause. This  is referred to as toxaemic collapse or shock or as 
p o s t p a r t u m  shock or  p o s t p a r t u m  vasomoto r  collapse. I th ink a nonspecific ti t le is to  
be preferred. Whereas  some instances of  unaccountable shock occur in pa t ients  wi th  
t o x a e m i a  or hyper tens ive  disease it is recognized in the present day experience of  
obste t r ic  pa tho log is t s ,  t h a t  fatal shock can occur in a pat ient  who has been quite no rma l  
t h r o u g h o u t  pregnancy.  I t  is possible of  course tha t  the two condit ions are quite different. 

Schneider devotes  m u c h  of  h is  cont r ibu t ion  to his thesis tha t  shock in abrup t io  
placentae  is related to i n t r apu lmona ry  fibrin emboli .  There are formidable objections 
to th i s  t heo ry  and  it cannot  be accepted uncritically. He makes a very valuable po in t  
however ,  in emphas i s ing  tha t  the  bleeding dyscrasias associated wi th  one or e ther  of  the  
causes of  shock have  different mechanisms .  

Amnio t i c  F lu id  E m b o l i s m  also receives a great deal of a t tent ion  bu t  one can only 
agree wi th  Sheehan tha t  shock and  severe respi ra tory  distress during an otherwise 
no rma l  labour  are no t  pa thognomon ic  of  amniot ic  embolism.  A similar  stricture could 
be made  on  the  incidence of  adrenal  necrosis  in shocklike states. Acute adrenal in- 
sufficiency which  produces  a collapse very similar  to shock is considered very cursorily 
and  then  only  in re la t ion  to infection. I t  is admi t ted ly  rare but  m a n y  obstetr icians 
expect  to  find an acute  adrenal  necrosis  or  haemorrhage  in every fatal case of shock 
and th i s  is no t  so. 

The possible role of  the Shwur t zman  p h e n o m e n o n  in shock and indeed in other diseases 
such as t o x a e m i a  is, to  say the least ,  h ighly  speculative. 

The hook  is well p r in ted  and well produced.  Errors  are few and the i l lustrat ions 
good. Two  of  the  con t r ibu to r s  are f rom England  and some references are f rom Europe,  
a feature which  is n o t  a lways  to  be found in Amer ican  Literature. The book is surpris-  
ingly good value at  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30/- and can be recommended. 

H. C. MOORE. 

The Excitable Cortex in Conscious Man. By WILDER PENFIELD. Liverpool Univers i ty  
Press ,  1958. 

Anothe r  m o n o g r a p h  in the  long series f rom the Montreal Neurological Ins t i tu te ,  a 
fur ther  disti l late of  the  obse rva t ions  on the  effects of electrical s t imulat ion in the con- 
scious brain ,  th is  for ty-page  bookle t  is concerned in a general way with the mechan i sms  
wi th  which  electrical s t imu la t i on  of  the cor tex produces its effects. 

The m o n o g r a p h  is the  publ i shed  t ex t  of  the Fi f th  Sherrington Lecture and, as are 
all of  Penfleld's wri t ings ,  is lucid, informat ive  and st imulating.  Certainly it conta ins  
l i t t le  t ha t  is new or  has  not. appeared  before in one form or another  from the Lecturer ' s  
pen bu t  to the  s tuden t  of  neuro logy  a t  any  level the wri t ings  of Penfield and his  t eam 
f rom the Montreal  Neurological  In s t i t u t e  will always be read and re-read wi th  benefit 
and have indeed no t  a l i t t le  of  the  t imelessness  of  the works  of  the great Sher r ing ton  
himself .  

FERGUS D O1WOVA!q. 

A Correction 

We great ly  regret  the fau l ty  inser t ion  in the  paper  on Doriden In tox ica t ion  ( Journal, 
Jan .  1962, p. 20) t ha t  the  au tho r s '  degrees should  have been fault i ly cited. They  should  
have r e a d - -  
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