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t e t racyc l ines .  I t  is e ssen t ia l ly  clinical in i ts  focus  a nd  is va luab le  as  m u c h  for  t he  
descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  cases  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  d rugs  w i t h o u t  
effect  as  i t  is for  t h e  reference  to t h o s e  cases  wh ich  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  successful ly.  
I t  is a m o s t  va luab le  book  to h a v e  ava i l ab le  for reference purposes .  

W h i l e  t h e  u s e  of  t h e s e  an t ib io t ics  h a s  revolu t iouised  the  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m a n y  infect ious  
d i seases  i t  m u s t  n e v e r  be  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e y  are  po ten t ia l ly  d a n g e r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  n o t a b l y  Chloramphenico l .  This  s u b s t a n c e  h a s  f rom t i m e  to t i m e  been  
respons ib le  for m o s t  d i s a s t r o u s  b lood  s t a t e s ,  especialIy aplas t ic  a n a e m i a ,  and  we  are 
conv inced  t h a t  i t  should  only  be p re sc r ibed  a f t e r  t h e  m o s t  ser ious  considera t ion.  

Ch lo rampheu ico l  is t h e  d r u g  of  choice in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s a lmone l l a  infect ion and  
p r o b a b l y  in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  r i cke t t s ia l  disease.  I t  is u se fu l  in s o m e  o ther  i l lnesses,  
h u t  p r o b a b l y  n o t  as  a d r u g  o f  choice. W e  are  h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  in t h e  t ex t  
t h a t  i t  m a y  be  jus t i f iable  to use  t h i s  d r u g  for t h e  control  o f  m i lde r  f o r m s  of  per tuss i s ,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  proper  p recau t ions  a re  t a k e n  ;: t hese  p recau t ions  shou ld  be specified 
u n d e r  s u c h  head ings  as  t h e  d i sease  be ing  recognised ea r ly  : t h a t  t h e  d r u g  shou ld  not  
be  c o n t i n u e d  long a n d  t h a t  a ca re fu l  w a t c h  o f  blood c h a n g e s  shou ld  be  m a i n t a i n e d .  
I t  is a p p a r e n t l y  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  b lood changes  p roduced  b y  Chlo ramphen ico l  do not  
occur  a c u t e l y  b u t  r a t h e r  slowly, a n d  t h u s  s o m e  w a r n i n g  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a m a j o r  
c a t a s t r o p h e  shou ld  be  possible.  

I n  t h e  case of  t h e  te t racycl ines ,  l ikewise toxic  reac t ions  a re  possible.  There  is ha rd ly  
sufficient reference  to  t h e  u s e  of  l ~ y s t a t l n  in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  moui l i as i s  and  t h e  use  
of  s u c h  a s u b s t a n c e  as  t e t racyc l ine  p h o s p h a t e  c o m p l e x  is n o t  r e f e r r ed  to. T h e  va lue  
o f  t h e  B v i t a m i n s  is  d e p r e c a t e d  r e a s o n a b l y  e n o u g h  on e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  theore t ica l  
g r o u n d s .  

T h i s  is  a v e r y  use fu l  re ference  b o o k  which  can  be  t h o r o u g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d .  
OLIVER FITZGERALD. 
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So l lma lm r e m a i n s  as  magn i f i cen t  a t e x t b o o k  as  ever.  I t  con ta ins  a v a s t  a m o u n t  
o f  in fo rmat ion .  T h i s  has ,  need les s  to say,  m e a n t  careful  s t u d y  of  t h e  l i t e r a tu re  since 
t h e  l a s t  ed i t ion  (1948). T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a per iod o f  g rea t  expans ion  of  t h e  knowledge  of 
p h a r m a c o l o g y  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  in t roduc t ion  o f  m a n y  n e w  drugs .  

I t  is a s to rehouse  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  d r u g s  and  i t  can  be  re l ied upon  to a ve ry  
h igh  degree.  The re  is n o t h i n g  pe r f ec t  on th i s  ea r th ,  and  t h i s  is also t rue  even  o f  the  
b e s t  of  books  wh ich  do slip u p  a n d  occasional ly  seem to  l ay  a n  incor rec t  emphas i s .  
One  o f  t h e  difficulties which  face t h e  compi ler  o f  a m o d e r n  m a n u a l  is in r egard  to the  
v e r y  n a m e  of  drugs .  The  official t i t l e s  o f  d r u g s  in t h e  B.P.  a n d  U.S.P.  no t  i n f r equen t ly  
are  di f ferent  for t h e  s a m e  d r u g :  e.g., " P e t h i d i n e  " is " i~[eperidine " in t he  U.S.P. .  
I t  o u g h t  be  poss ible  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  s o m e  in te rna t iona l  a g r e e m e n t  or  b o d y  which 
could  decide formal ly  u p o n  n a m e s  o f  d rugs ,  or, a l t e rna t ive ly ,  in fo rmal ly  al low the  
c o u n t r y  o f  origin of  t h e  d r u g  t h e  r igh t  to  n a m e  t h e  d rug  t e m p o r a r i l y .  Th i s  sugges t ion  
c a n  a p p l y  only  to t h e  official n a m e s  of  drugs.  Surely,  however ,  all  p rop r i e t a ry  t i t les  
shou ld  ca r ry  assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e m  t h e  official name .  i n  t h e s e  w a y s  we  m i g h t  hope  to 
l imi t  t h a t  pil ing of  t e r m i n o l o g y  u p o n  n e w  d r u g  p roduc t ion  w h i c h  d a u n t s  u s  all. 

T h e r e  a re  a few po in t s  in  t h e  b o o k  w i t h  wh ich  t h e  rev iewer  wou ld  n o t  en t i re ly  agree.  
Ch lo rp romaz ine  j aund ice  is desc r ibed  as  due  to  " in t ra -hepa t i e  cho les tas i s  f rom canali .  
culac inf i l t ra t ion ."  T h e r e  is no re fe rence  to bi le t h r o m b i  as  a factor  m u c h  re fe r red  to 
in t h e  l i tera ture .  Rese rp ine  i s  d i s c u s s e d  wi th  l i t t le  reference  to i ts  poss ible  associat ion 
w i t h  t h e  m e t a b o l i s m  of  5 - h y d r o x y t r y p t a m i n e ,  a n d  the re  is no  re fe rence  to i ts  p roduc t ion  
o f  a degree  of  depress ion  wh ich  m a y  e v e n  be  suicidal  a n d  is a real  dange r  w i t h  use. 
I t s  va lue  in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  v a s c u l a r  h y p e r t e n s i o n  is u n d u l y  m i n i m i s e d .  U r e a  is 
descr ibed  w i t h  no  re ference  to t h e  genera l  bel ief  now t h a t  i t  is ac tua l ly  me t abo l i s ed  
b y  endogenous  a n d  b y  bac te r ia l  u rease .  I t s  re la t ionsh ip  to  l iver  d i so rders  is no t  
men t ioned .  T h e  only  uses  m e n t i o n e d  for th i s  s u b s t a n c e  a re  in t h e  local t r e a t m e n t  of  
in fec ted  w o u n d s ,  a n d  for r e d u c t i o n  of  cerebro-spinal  f luid p r e s s u r e  w h e n  g iven  
in t r avenous ly .  I t s  use  as a diuret ic ,  for  e x a m p l e ,  is overlooked.  

T h e  rev iewer  h a s  been  a lways  s o m e w h a t  d issa t i s f ied  w i t h  S o l l m a n n ' s  d iscuss ion  
in re la t ion  to t h e  dif ferences  b e t w e e n  alcoholic dr inks.  I t  is  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is no 
me tabo l i c  difference b e t w e e n  d i f fe rent  alcoholic d r i n ks  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  all p roduce  
t h e  s a m e  effect  in d i rec t  re la t ion  to  t h e  level  o f  blood alcohol  p roduced .  Th i s  would  
n o t  be  accep ted  b y  a n y b o d y  in t h e s e  countr ies .  Re fe rences  s u p p o r t i n g  t he se  s t a t e m e n t s  
a re  m o r e  vene rab le  b y  the i r  a n t i q u i t y  t h a n  b y  the i r  c u r r e n t  value .  Th i s  m a t t e r  sure ly  
would  bea r  w i t h  s o m e  m o d e r n  inves t iga t ion ,  especial ly  r e l a t i ng  to  t h e  va r i ed  w a y s  
in w h i c h  alcoholic d r inks  a re  m e t a b o l i s e d ,  in  the i r  b r e a k d o w n  to a c e t a l d e h y d e  and ,  
poss ibly ,  o t h e r  toxic  p roduc t s .  

T h i s  book  is a n  abso lu t e  necess i ty  for  a n y b o d y  t each ing  p h a r m a c o l o g y  or the rapeu t i c s ,  
a n d  a m o s t  va luab le  t e x t b o o k  for re fe rence  p u r p o s e  for a n y  t e a c h e r  in medicine .  A 
copy s h o u i d  be  avai lable  in all m e d i c a l  l ib ra r ies  for re fe rence  purposes .  W e  m o s t  
hea r t i ly  r e c o m m e n d  i t ,  desp i t e  i t s  s o m e w h a t  fo rmidab le  pr ice in our  currency.  
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