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 emoriam 
TIMOTHY MAURIOE HEALY, M.B., F.R.0.P.I., F.R.O.O.G., 

(Obiit 28th J a n u a r y ,  1958). 

By the  dea th  of  " Tim " Healy,  Dubl in  has  to m o u r n  the  pass ing  of  an  
outs tanding  obstetr ic ian and a great  gent leman.  Graduat ing  MLB. (N.U.I.)  
in 192l, he devoted  himself  f rom the  ou t se t  to the  s tudy of  obstetrics,  and  
af ter  a period of  pos tg radua te  s tudy  in Dubl in  and Vienna became ass i s tan t  
to the late L o u t s  CASSIDY, then  Master  of the Coombe Lying-in Hospi ta l  
in Dublin.  I n  1927 he took his Membersh ip  of the R.C.P.I. ,  and was elected 
a Fellow of  t ha t  College in the following year.  On the  tragic dea th  of Cassidy 
in the hunting- field late in the  a u t u m n  of  1928, I-Iealy succeeded him as 
Master of  the Hospi ta l  in December.  H e  thus  became the younges t  Master  
to have held such a p p o i n t m e n t - - h e  w a s  not  ye t  30 years  of  age. 

When  the  College of  Obstetr icians and  Gynaecologists was  established,  he 
aceeoted the  Founda t ion  Membership,  and  f rom 1929 to 1931 represen ted  
the I r i sh  Members  on the Council of  the  College; on his resignat ion f rom the  
Council, b y  reason of  his duties a t  the  Hospital ,  he was  elected to its Fellow- 
ship. 

I n  1935, his t e r m  of  Mastership coming to a close, he was  appointed  
Visiting Gynaecologist  to the  then  R ichmond  Hospi tal ,  here succeeding a 
former  Master  of  the Coombe, ~VI~CHAEL Grssozq ; as a m e m b e r  of  the Board 
of Governors  of  the  Coombe Hospi ta l  and  as Consulting Gynaecologist  to 
St. Axme's Hospi tal ,  he held these appo in tmen t s  until  death. He  had also 
been an E x t r a m u r a l  Examine r  in Obstet r ics  for bo th  Colleges, those  of  
the Nat ional  and  Dublin  Unive:sities. 

Such are the  bare  bones of his professional  career. 
Bu t  the  m a n  himself  was  much  more  than  t h a t  . One recalls the slim, 

neat  b r o w n  figure, slightly stooped, and  the large enquiring b rown eyes. 
I t  is a grief  to realise tha t  we shall neve r  see h im again. Shy  and  ret i r ing 
in manner ,  his shyness  concealed a first-class brain  and a fixity of purpose  
tha t  never  wavered  once he had de te rmined  tha t  his chosen course  of  action 
waS the  correct  one. His  reading of  medical l i terature  was  wide and con- 
t inuous : he had a prodigious m e m o r y  for  the  pr in ted  word, a l though he wrote  
b u t  little himself, considering tha t  far too much  was  wri t ten  abou t  medicine 
in general. Nor  was  he a f requent  speaker  a t  the Academy, b u t  when  he did 
join in our  discussions a t  the Section of  Obstetr ics  his contr ibut ions  were 
phrased  wi th  a clarity and an economy of  words  which compelled our  a t ten t ion  
and our  admirat ion.  So, too, wi th  his lectures : a good teacher,  he a t t rac ted  
large n u m b e r s  of  s tuden t s  to the Coombe. As an operator  he was  conserva- 
t ive :  he had  undergone too m a n y  operat ions himself  to inflict one on a 
pat ient  unle~'s i ts  performance was  clearly indicated. Like every th ing  else 
about  him, his technique was  impeccable : neat ,  t idy, thorough,  bearing the 
impress  o f  his early training in Vienna. 

Outside the claims of his family and  his work,  " Tim's  " abiding passion 
was  golL I n  his you th  he had been a scratch player,  or be t te r ,  and had 
reprezente~l his count ry  as an  In ternat ional .  As an  older m a n  he cont inued 
to play until  the  handicmo of  ill-health p reven ted  ; he took especial delight, 
in introducing his son, " young  Tim.," to the subt le r  points  of  the game. 
iL/is life was,  in fact, one long sLruggle against  ill-health, so cheerfully borne,  
wi thou t  allowing it to interfele more  t h a n  was  absolutely necessary  wi th  
his work  or  his game. Iadeed,  he often pursued  bo th  in a condition which 
would have driven mos t  of us, his prefer, sional brothers ,  to ret ire to our  beds. 

I n  spite of  his pain, he retained his sense of humour ,  and never  became 
irritable. I n  his t roubles  he knew the  immrmos t  joys of an ideal home life : 
a devoted husband  and  father,  his wife and children worshipped him, and he 
them.  They  have our heartfel t  s y m p a t h y  in their  loss. 

His  last ing m o n u m e n t  will be the  high s t andard  of moral  conduct  which 
he set us  all. I t  is no exaggerat ion to say tha t  for m a n y  of us, his associates, 
the  t e s t  b y  which we judged our own course of  action was  : " Would  Tim 
approve of  this  ? " Tf, e wri ter  has  been closely associated wi th  h im for 
th i r ty  years  ; no man  has ever  had a bet ter ,  kinder  or mare  reliable friend. 

May the  Lord  have mercy  on his soul. 
m. M. CORBET. 


