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I N D U C T I O N  OF L A B O U R  BY P U N C T U R E  OF T H E  MEMBRANES.  

Babies 
Indication Cases survived N.N.D. S.B. 

... "14 15 2 0 Pre-eclampsia . . . . . .  
Hypertension]Hypertensive 

Toxmi~ia . . . . . . . . .  
Hydramnios . . . . . . . . .  

To avoid dystocia . . . . . .  
Alleged Postmaturity ... 
Unstable Presentation ... 
Foetal Deformity . . . . . .  
High-leakiiig membranes ... 
Diabetes . . . . . . . . .  
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* 3 sets  of t w i n s  

In  addition, the membranes  were punctured as a method of t rea tment  
or as a means of induction in 34 cases of an tepa r tum h~emorrhage, including 
placenta prmvia, and non-toxic and toxic accidental h~emorrhage (see 
special tables). 

In  12 of the above 55 cases, the onset of labour was delayed for longer 
than  24 hours after puncture  of the membranes.  In  point  of fact, the in-  
duetion - -  onset interval  in 5 cases was 3 days (1), 4 to 5 days (2), 5 ~ y s ,  
(1) and 7 days (1). No foetal nor  maternal  complication was, however,, 
a t t r ibutable  to this delay. The  usual precautions against infection were  
adopted.  

Breech presentat ion was no t  considered as a contra-indication to surgical 
induction. 

I n  one case, shoulder and cord were found to be presenting after drainage, 
~f  the l iquor ;  living twins were delivered by  Caesarean Section (1097,, 
i~rirrlary Section). I n  a second patient,  a loop of cord come down, but  t he  
baby  survived Section (1740, P r imary  Section). 

The insertion of gum-elastic bougies was the method  of induction in 7 
primigravidae, in whom puncture  of the membranes  was considered inad- 
visable because of the " unripe " state of the cervix. The indication for 
induct ion was toxaemia and all the babies survived. The insertion of 
boug ies~onse t  of labour interval  was 4 hours (2), 19 hours (1), 36 to  48 
hours (3) and 72 hours (1). I n  Case 1036, bougie induction failed and  
Caesarean Section was successfully performed. 

LONG LABOUR.  

Al though it p roved  impossible to determine the exact  duration of t rue  
la~ootir m 'fanny easeS, 'especially in those pat ients  already in labour on 
admission, i.t wAS considered t h a t  genuine labour contract ions had been 
15r'esent ior 30 hotlrs or longer in 40 patients delivered within the HOspital 
'in 1952. 




