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IN  M E M O R I A M  
MIss  R E E V E S ,  MATRON DR. STEEVENS' I~OSPITAL 

(1874----1955) 
Miss Alice R e e v e s ,  who  d ied  on  21st  October ,  1955, was  u n d o u b t e d l y  one of  

t h e  g r ea t e s t  n u r s e s  I r e l and  h a s  eve r  p roduced .  She combined  g r ea t  ene rgy  a n d  
fear less  i n t eg r i t y  w i t h  wide h u m a n i t y ,  s y m p a t h y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  These  
qual i t ies  b r o u g h t  he r  to t h e  h e a d  o f  h e r  profession,  and  m a d e  h e r  b o t h  r e spec ted  
a n d  be loved  b y  t hose  who  k n e w  her .  

The  R e e v e s  fami ly  or iginal ly  c a m e  f rom Dorse t ,  b u t  h a v e  been  e s t ab l i shed  in 
I r e l a n d  for seve ra l  cen tur ies .  T he  earlier m e m b e r s  appea r  m o s t l y  to h a v e  p rac t i sed  
law,  a n d  severa l  o f  t h e m  a t t a i n e d  considerable  eminence  in t h a t  profession.  
Miss R e e v e s '  g r ea t -g r and fa the r ,  Boles  R eeves ,  was  a solicitor who  re t i red  ear ly  
f r om prac t ice .  W e  are  to ld  t h a t  he  h a d  " a r e m a r k a b l e  f u n d  of  wi t  a n d  h u m o u r ,  
a n d  was  original  to t h e  po in t  of  eccen t r ic i ty . "  H i s  e ldes t  son,  Wil l iam,  he r  
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  forsook t h e  law for t h e  Church .  H e  h a d  a m o s t  d i s t i ngu i shed  
career ,  becoming  Lord  B i shop  of  Down,  Conor  a n d  Dromore ,  a n d  na r rowly  
mi s s ing  t h e  P r i m a c y  of  All I r e l and .  As  a h i s to r i an  he  was  equa l ly  d i s t ingu i shed ,  
a n d  a t  h i s  d e a t h  he  was  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  R oya l  I r i sh  A c a d e m y .  

Bishop  R e e v e s  h a d  one son,  Char les  R obe r t ,  who  also b e c a m e  a c l e rgyman .  
I-ie ma r r i ed  Cha r lo t t e  ]-Iaire, a n d  to  t h e m  in D e c e m b e r  1874 Alice was  born .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  bo t h  he r  p a r e n t s  d ied  w h e n  she  was  five or six yea r s  old, a n d  he r  
upb r ing ing  was  e n t r u s t e d  to  a g rea t ly  loved ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  n o t  en t i re ly  under -  
s t a n d i n g ,  a u n t .  

A t  t h e  age of  n i n e t e e n  she  e n t e r e d  t h e  Ade la ide  H o s p i t a l  to  t r a in  as  a n u r s e  
a n d  on qual i f icat ion she  r e m a i n e d  on  as  a w a r d  s is ter .  I n  1908 she  was  appo in ted  
Ma t ron  o f  t h e  Roya l  Victor ia  E ye  a n d  E a r  Hosp i t a l .  T e n  y e a r s  l a te r  she  b e c a m e  
M a t r o n  of Dr .  S t eevens '  Hosp i t a l ,  where  she  r e m a i n e d  for a l m o s t  t h i r t y  years .  
I t  was  as  M a t r o n  a t  S t eevens '  t h a t  m o s t  of  he r  i m p o r t a n t  work  was  done.  She 
b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Hosp i t a l ,  a n d  he r  influence,  n o t  only  on t h e  n u r s i n g  school 
b u t  on  t h e  hosp i ta l  i t se l f  was  eno rmous .  She could be  severe ,  b u t  he r  s t r i c tu res  
le f t  no scar,  for she  was  a lways  j u s t ,  a n d  qui te  as  r e a d y  to  t ack le  t h e  C h a i r m a n  
of  t h e  Boa rd  of  GoverIlors as t he  m o s t  jun ior  p roba t ioner .  W h e n  she  re t i red  it  
was  said,  a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  a n d  t ru ly ,  t h a t  she  was  t h e  be s t  Ma t ron  t h e  Hosp i t a l  
h a d  eve r  h a d .  

Out s ide  t h e  hosp i t a l  she  took  he r  full sha re  in t h e  o rgan i sa t ion  of he r  profession.  
She was  a founde r  m e m b e r  of  t h e  Florence  Nigh t inga le  C o m m i t t e e  and  t h e  
Na t i ona l  Council  of  Nur se s ,  a n d  on t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of  t h e  I r i sh  F ree  S t a t e  in 
1922 t rave l led  to  He ls ink i  to app l y  for i t s  affil iation to t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Council 
of  Nurses .  W i t h  t h e  la te  Miss H u x l e y  she  was  p r o m i n e n t  in f r aming  t h e  rules  
of  t h e  Genera l  Nurs ing  Council  of  I r e l and  se t  up  in 1925, w h e n  t h e  Nurses" 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Ac t  was  pas sed .  She was  a f ounda t i on  m e m b e r  of  t he  I r i sh  Ma t rons '  
Assoc ia t ion  a n d  first  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Ade la ide  Hosp i t a l  L e a g u e  of  Nurses .  
P e r h a p s  t h e  o rgan i sa t ion  n e a r e s t  to he r  h e a r t  was  t h e  N a t i o n ' s  T r ibu t e  to Nurses  
F u n d ,  of  wh ich  she  was  a f ounde r  m e m b e r .  

I n  he r  t i m e  Miss R e e v e s  rece ived  m a n y  honour s .  She rece ived  t he  R .R .C.  
for he r  services  in t h e  first W or l d  W a r  a n d  was  t h e  first  I r i sh  n u r s e  to  be g r a n t e d  
t h e  Florence Nigh t inga le  Medal ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  g r ea t e s t  h o n o u r  in t he  nurs ing  
world,  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e d  Cross.  I n  1947 she  rece ived  t he  degree  of  M.A 
honori8 causa f r om Tr in i ty  College, Dubl in ,  for h e r  services  to I r i sh  Nurs ing .  
B u t  pe rhaps  she  apprec ia t ed  m o s t  of  all t h e  s incere  if  s o m e t i m e s  s imple  t r ibu tes  
pa id  he r  b y  e v e r y b o d y  connec t ed  w i t h  S t eevens '  w h e n  she  was  p re sen t ed  wi th  
he r  po r t r a i t  on  re t i r ing  f rom act ive  d u t y  in t he  Hosp i t a l .  H e r  work  for t h e  
Hosp i t a l  will be  a l as t ing  mem6r i a l .  T . G .  WILSON. 


