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Letter to the Editor

In a recent article by Yaffe and Zissin [1], it is stated
the “bulbourethral groups of Cowper’s glands were
first described at the end of the 17th century by W.
Cowper.” This is not correct according to Major [2],
even though they bear his name today. William
Cowper, the English surgeon and anatomist,
described the glands in 1702 [3], but it was Mery
who first discovered and described them in 1684
[2].

Also, according to Major [2], Cowper published
Anatomy of Humane Bodies in 1698. However, the
appearance of this book led Godfrey Bidloo, the
great Dutch anatomist, to call Cowper a
“highwayman.” Bidloo accused Cowper of publish-
ing a pirated edition of his (Bidloo’s) Anatomia Cor-
poris Humani. Two hundred years later Dr. Hewitt
of the Royal College of Surgeons discovered that,
on the frontispiece of Anatomy of Humane Bodies,
a circle of thin paper bearing Cowper’s name had
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been pasted over Bidloo’s name and over the title
Anatomia Corporis Humani in Dutch. This discov-
ery confirmed Bidloo’s contention that Cowper’s
book was a work of scientific piracy [2].

Robert L. Lebowitz, M.D.
Children’s Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts 02115, USA
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