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reverse nature.  This type  of findings, contrary  to tha t  obtained for cell sap 
concentration, may  point  to the reliability of taking one or more of such 
three criteria at the above-mentioned period as an indication for the effective 
use of a given t r ea tmen t  in increasing the drought  resistance of maize 
plants. 
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The  pub l ica t ion  deals  wi th  the  offensive m e c h a n i s m s  b y  which  p h y t o p a t h o g e n i c  bac te r i a  
a n d  fung i  d a m a g e  p l an t s  a n d  the  defens ive  m e c h a n i s m s  in p l an t s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  or l imi t  g r o w t h  
of  po ten t i a l  paras i tes .  There  are  d iscussed  p rob lems  of  obl igate  a n d  facu l t a t ive  paras i tes ,  p h y t o -  
t ox ins  p roduced  by  pa thogens ,  t he  func t ions  of  g rowth - r egu l a t i ng  s u b s t a n c e s  (esp. IAA,  gib- 
berel l ins,  cy tok in ins ,  e thy lene ,  abscisic acid etc.), res i s tance  based  on p re - fo rmed  inhibi tors ,  or 
on s t r u c t u r a l  fea tures ,  induced  res i s tance  a n d  hype r sens i t i v i ty .  The  pape r  con ta ins  a deeper  
ins igh t  in to  t he  reac t ions  be tween  hos t  a n d  paras i t e  which  will enable  a more  ra t iona l  a p p r o a c h  
to th i s  t y p e  of  p l a n t  disease  control .  
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